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CRITICISM 
Upon Mt.RAMSAY’s 
2 RAV EA S 


Peds Re Fong - 


WHEREIN 

The Charaéter of CYRUS is cleard up; 
and the many Abfurdities, Inconfiftencies, 
Trifling Sentiments, Affected Expreffions, 
Obfcurities, Injudicious Reflections, Falfe 
Quotations, and Notorious Plagiarifms of 
Mr. Ramsay, are Expos’d and Rettify'd. 





With a nice Examination of Mr. Ramsay's 
Genius and {pecial Talents for an Hiftorian, 
a Play-wright, a Magiftrate, a Philofopher, 
a Politician, and a Writer of Effays. 


- ‘Tranflated from the French OrniciNAts 
Publifh’d at PAR J S, €8e. 
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TOTHE 


Ricut HonowRaBte - 


Sit Robert Baylis, Kt. 


Lorp-Mayor of the City 
f LONDON, &c. 


ees OUR Lordfhip is 
Al Be fo conyerfant with 
“&* Books in their Ori- 
ginal Languages, that Tranf- 


lations cannot expect fo*fond 
A2 a 
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DED TOAT IONE 
a Reception from You, my 
Lord, as from fome: other’ 
Men of your Rank and 
Fortune, who have not Your ~ 
Share of Learning. | 


1 confefs, my Lord, this’ 
fingle Confideration had al-) 
- moft defeated my Intention 
of being an humble Suitor 
for Your Lordfhip’s Patro- 
nage; but then Your ac- 
knowledg’d Beneficence came 
feafonably to it’s Aid, and 
encourag’d me to hope both 

for 


DEDICATION. 
for, Your Indulgence and 
Protection. | 


ths, shone thik 0/Publidid: 
flatter my felf, the generous. 


Reader will excufe my Am- 
bition in Addrefling Your 
Lordfhip: in, this manner, 
when ’tis confider’d, that a 
Writer who. has not the 


Happinefs of being a Citi-, 
zen of London, may have, 


the fame Refpect .as, Free- 
men for. it’s Chief Magi« 
{trate, but that he.can haye 

no 


ee 


Zi 


DEDICATION), — 
no Opportunity fo publick’ 
as a Dedication to, teftify his: 
- Duty, and that the, Chair. is) 
not always fure to beadorn’d;., 
as itis now, with a Gentle-- 
man not lefs read in the Clak 
ficks, than in the Laws of 
Commerce, or thé Charters” 
of the City over which he 
fo glorioufly prefides, and 
whofe Election was as grate- 
fulto the Repusrick of 
Literature, as it was to the 
City of Loudon: Of which 
Republick and City that Y our 

~ Lordthip 


DEDTICAT ION. 

Lordfhip may long live to — 
be the Ornament and De- 
- fence) is/ the hearty Prayer 
of Him; who with all Sub- 
miffion begs Leave to fub- 
{cribe, 


(May it pleafe your Lordfhip) 
Your moft Devoted, 
moft Obedient, and 
moft Humble Servant, 


Nov. 22. 
1728. 


Stephen Whatley. 


yee nt 
seteepengst aye ve és loi : ngeen 
“ig retry a mana age ime ye 








Sd alt 38 nor. a 
ne 


atin aye 








Mr. Ram/fay. 















a eae ~~ 


a4 
~ BCOx 


Tee 


e aA} 27 j 


= 


G i 


ERMIT me, Sir, the Ho- 
nour of prefenting you the 
firft Effays of a Pen, «as 
yet unskilful and unexpe- 

riencd. Your accepting the Homage 

I hereby pay you, will. not be fo 

much a Favour granted to me, as an 

A& of Juftice done to your felf. 


Really, Sir, I am not afraid to 
_ confefs I have been a Gainer by your 
_ Labours, and that, by making ufe of 
B fome 


fome of your Sentiments, I haye 
compiled a Work, which, Thanks to 
the Care you peek to prepare the 
Materials, has coft me but very little 
Pains. How happy fhall [think my 
felf, Sir, if this Piece merit your Ap- 
probation ! If I have Your's, I am. 
{ure of That of the Publick, whofe 
Eyes are watching for your Decifion, 
whereby to regulate their own. We 
have a very evident Proof of their 
Deference for your Sentiments, in the 
Sticcefs of thofe ingenious Theological 
Travels you have juft publifh’d: a~ 
Piece which the World applauded be- 
fore ‘twas printed ; and not a Man 
in Paris but knew, ere he had read 
it, that ‘twas the moft admirable Book 
that ever came from the Prefs, 


Indeed, like a wife Man, you took 
jult Mekfares ta obviate the fantaftical 
Verdi 


Verdi& of the Commonalcy, which 
is generally unjuft and blind. You 
made yout firft Addrefs to the La- 
dies; for you are polite, and not 
ignorant of the Weight which the 
Suffrage of the Fair Sex generally 
carries in all Affairs. Moreover, they 
to whom you had recourfe, are in 
Poffeffion of the Power to determine 
the Merit of a Work, and to fetcle 
the Ranks of Precedency upon Par- 


naffus. 


After the Ladies, you made your 
Court to the Gentlemen, of whom 
you took Care to fecure to your In- 
tereft, fuch as were the moft diftin- 


euifh’d. 


Tt was not eafy for a Divine, as yor 
are, in an “Affair of this Nature, to 
c figet the Church "You caft your 
B 2 Eyes 


Eyes upon Her, and among Het 
Members, you made Choice of Pre- 
lates. Of thefe three Eftates united, 
a Tribunal was form’d in Favour of 
the New Cyropedia, whofe Authority 
it would have bet Prefumption to 


difpute. 


The Ladies knew all the little 
Stories interfperfed throughout your 
Book, and thought them as Spo 
as they really are. 


The Men of Quality were charm’d 
at the furprizing Eafe and Difpatch 
with which you made your Hero 
travel; and being tranfported beyond 
their Reafon, fancied that his Paflage 
from Egypt to Greece, or from Greece 
into Perfia, was not more rapid than 
theirs to their Country Seats, there to 
tafte that {weet Tranquilliry, thac 

Genuine 


5 
Genuine Peace and Foy with which 
you chear the Minds that are opprefs d 
with Thought and Melancholy. _ 


The third Clafs, to whom you 
took Care to read the Fragments of 
Theology with which your Work is 
fo finely embellifh’d, cry’d up the 
Beauty of the Style, and could hardly 
think there was a Genius in the whole 
World fo happy as to diftufe fo many 
Graces, on a Subject in it felf fo in- 
fipid nd wepslaatane 


All together, being charm’d to think 
they had a Client of your Merit, de- 
lighted to fly, in Imitation of you, 
after the winged Chaviot of Jupiter ; 

and when you were all met again. at 
the Table, they thought themfelves 
in the Redes of the Hefperides, with 
_ @ God whom they admir’'d. This 
B 3 new 


new Deity, Sir, was Y ov, who,took 
care to refrefh their Minds with a 
Thoufand peculiar Delicacies, which 
diftinguifh you from the Bulk of 
Mankind; and you intoxicated them 
with Nedtar, fweeter than that of the 
Gods they left to come to you. In 
Recompence, they were lavifh of their 


Incenfe to you, and the Applaufes 
which Cyrus received from an Aflem- 
bly, form’d out of the choiceft Per- 
fons of thofe three Iluftrious Eftates, 


convine'd you before-hand, that a 
Book which was approved by fo ve- 
nerable a Tribunal, could not fail 
of being accepted by the World in 


general. 


But, Sir, the only Reafon of re- 
‘calling to your Memory. the Caufe of 
that juft, but prodigious, Succefs which 
has attended the Travels of Cyrus, is 

ta 


to engage you to procure the like good 

Fortune to the Reflections of Cyrus 
upon bis Travels. Your Defign is 
perfued all along, and ’tis your fa- 
vourite Hero that is ftill exhibited to 
the Publick, on the very Plan which © 
you drew your felf. With you he 
hears much, fpeaks little, aéts lefs, 
and thinks nothing at all. Indeed 
you artfully let your Readers have a 
Glimpfe of what may be expected in 
this Kind from your Hero: You give 
him a Monarch of Taciturnity for a 
Model ; and ‘tis very plain, that a 
Prince form’d in his Youth according 
to the Example of the gloomy Sygeus, 
coud not fail, at leaft in his old Age, 
of being a confummate Drone. 


‘Tis therefore, the better to exprefs 
your Views, and perfectly to clear up 
“the Character of Cyrus, that T have 


B4 ene 


endeavour'd to make him refle& pro- 
foundly. You carry him about, during 
the firft Thirty Years of his Life, to 
all the Schools in the Univerfe to con- 
fult Learned Tutors ; and in his lateer 
Years I employ him in reafoning upon 
his Philofophical Adventures, and re- 
flefting on the wife Ledctures which 
you conducted him to in his Youth. 
Is not this, Sir, painting the Things 
by your Original ? Is it not drawing 
by the Life? What other Motive need 
there be to attract your Care and 
Tendernefs to a Child of which you 
ought to efteem your felf the Father ? 
or, if this Expreffion is not fuitable 
to a Pupil, from pure Love, beftow 
your Favours on a Book of which you 
are in fome meafure the Author: For 
is the true Picture of your's ;: under 
your Patronage it fees the Light, and 
be you never fo indifpofed to beftiend 


it, 


it, the Publick, after having fo highly 
applauded Cyrus in the Hiftory of his 
Lravels, cannot fail of giving a kind 
_ Reception. ro an exact Continuation 
of his peaceful Adventures, 


Satan aid 
oe 


But ic mutt be confefs'd, Sir, I have 
taken the Freedom to deviate from’ 
you in one Point. admire, as much 
as another, that noble Uniformity 
and Nudity, indulge me a Term of 
your°own Stile, but [ have not pre- 
fum'd» to’ imitate it. I was fenfible 
that my Diction was deftitute of Na- 
tural Graces enough to charm by it 
felf; and ‘that it wanted a little Arti- 
fice and Drefs to give the Reader Plea- 
fure. This oblig'd me to divertify 
the Places which are the Scenes of 
Cyrus's Converfations ; and, in fhort, 
to: embellifh my Subject with the litzle 
Incidents, Images, and all thofe Orna- 

ments 
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ments that Sublime and Solid Wits, 
fuch as You, think frivolous; but 
which pleafe the Generality of Rea- 
ders. 


Befides, Sir, a Subject fo great and 
fo important as yours, had Merit 
enough to bear it felf up: When you 
place Cyrus upon a dry Rock with 
Solon, and then tranfport him with 
Amenopbis to the Cave of another 
Rock upon the Coafts of Tyre, ‘tis 
vifible, that tho’ you put your Hero 
into fuch wretched Quarters, it was 
in your Power to have accommodated 
him with a Lodging that was fome- 
what more genteel, and more to his 
Satisfaction. The Vulgar, ‘tis true, 
take ic amifs that you have not chofe 
a better Spot of Ground ; and as they 
think, Heroes ought to have a more 
commodious Situation, fo they require 

for 


for themfelves Images that are more 
diverfified, and that look more {miling 
than. the continual Profpect of a crag- 
ged Rock. But they who have moft 
Skill, do you Juftice; being of Opi- 
nion that fuch filly Fancies would only 
ferve to. diftract the Attention of the 
Reader, to whom you had fomething 
more folid and more important to 
prefent, than trifling Pictures. 


For my Part, the Cafe with me 
was fomewhat different. In my Per- 
formance, I had not thofe Divine Spe- 
culations in View, which made Cyrus 
the Conqueror of Afia. Certain Re- 
flections that are often merry, or, if 
ferious, fuch as are to be compre- 
hended by Common Senfe, were 
propos dito be theSubjec of my Book: 
and you ate very fenfible, Sir, that in 
the like’ Circumftances I was indif- 

penfably 


ay 
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penfably oblig’d to depart from your 
Method, and to feek for thofe Helps . 
in borrow’d Ornaments, which the 
Meannefs of my Siibneet render'd ne- 
ceflary. And befides, Sir, I know 
not, fuppofing all Things alike as to 
the Matter, whether it would have 
been convenient for me to have taken 
your Stile for a Pattern. We fee 
Strokes admird every Day in the 
Matters, which would not be forgiven 


in their Pupils ; and as I know that 


a happy Negligence is the Fruit of 
Genius, or the Mafterpiece of Art, I 
have made it a Rule to my felf for 
a long Time to join with all Man- 
kind in the Admiration of fuch Efforts, 
and to ftay till you fhould think me 
worthy of imitating them, before I 
made a Trial of my Strength in fo 
tender a Point. You will eafily 
imagine, that, in fuch a Difpofition 


of 


of Mind, my Admiration of You 
will always be as boundlefs, as the 
profound Refpec with which I have 
the Honour to be, : 


SJR, 
Your moft bumble, and 


Moft obedient Servant. 


a 








SUPPLEMENT 


+O 2.2 


New Cyropezedia. 








T he First Eveninc’s Conver {ation. 








HEN Cyaus was become 
Mafter of Affa, he fix'd 
his chief Refidence at Ba- 
bylon. Here, after the 

Bufinefs to which he ufed to devote 

the greateft Part of the Day, he ge- 

nerally took a Walk in the Evening, 


which 
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which was his conftant, his only Re- 
frefhment.. At {uch Times, Cyrus, to 


make himfelf a Sort of amends for 


the Noife and Hurry which he could 
not avoid at Court, often fecreted 
himfelf from his Retinue, to converfe 
alone with Arafpes. The Merit of 
this Favourite, his Employments, his 
inviolable Attachment to the Perfon 
of his Mafter, his conftant Atten- 
dance upon him in his Travels, and, 
above all, the good Ufe he made of 
his Favour, fecurd him from bein 
envy d in that diftinguifh'd Station, of 
which No-body was more worthy 
than himfelf. 


Upon thefe Occafions, Cyrus and 
Avafpes being, as we may fay, retired 
to themfelves, and difengaged from 
the Pomp and troublefome Ceremo- 
nies, infeparable from the Grandeur 
of Courts, acted no longer in their 
feveral Characters ; but, while they 


converfed, the Monarch and the Mi- 
nifter 


Se id all ir, led a *. 


Evy. I. New Crropzpta. 


nifter were laid afide, and fucceeded 
_ by two hearty Friends, who, having 
caft the Remembrance of perplexd 
Affairs. behind them, unbent their 
Minds with all other Subjects which 
happen'd to arife in their Dif- 
courfe, and talk’d with that mutual 
Confidence, that agteeable Freedom, 
which is the only Charm of Conver- 
fation. 


Were we to judge of them by the 


Character which fome modern Writers 


have given them, Cyrus was a Phi 
lofopher, fo very grave and refervd, 
that he never opend his Mouth, 
but to utter a Sentence; and Arafpes 
a Man of a gloomy fullen Temper, 
whofe fole Talent was forbearing 
to interfupt a Man while fpeaking. 
But we have it from authentick Me- 
moirs of their Time, that the Tem- 
pers of Both were naturally gay, and 
that Arafpes, in thefe private Con- 
_ werfations, was ambitious to make his 
G Matter 
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Mafter merry, by that naked Simpli- 
city, and that Pleafantry, with which 
he generally expreffed himfelf, on 
whatever happen‘d to be the Subjects 
of their Converfations. 


One Day they went out of Ba- 
bylon, to ramble in the vaft Wilds of 
an immenfe Foreft, firuate very near 
the City, upon the Banks of the Ez- 
phrates. After having walked a long 
Time, they found themfelves on the 
Top of a Hill, where a Grove of 
Cedars, as old as the Creation, fhot 
up their immortal Branches to the 
Sky, whofe thick Leaves afforded a 
{weet Shade to the weary Traveller, 
which the Sun had never incommoded. 
Underneath was a fine Turf, always 
verdant, adorn’d with the lovely 
Violet, and that Group of modeft 
Flowers which delight to lie conceal’d 
in the Woods, whofe Perfumes em- 
balm’d the Air, and entertain d rhe 
Eyes with the fmiling Image of an 

eternal 


% 
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eternal Spring. No peftilential Blaft 
from the Dog-Star had ever penetrated 
this Foreft, nor any other Wind but the 
Zephyrs, which play'd here with fweet 
Breezes, that, by conftantly fanning the 
Air, temperd the fcorching Heats of 
a Climate always burning. The Deer, 
and other Creatures that inhabited 
thefe Woods, having been fhelter'd 
for Ages from the killing Arrows 
of the mercilefs Hunter, and being 
not ufed to know Mankind by any 
Marks but thofe of gentle Ufage, ad- 
vanced in Herds, as it were to do 
Homage to the Monarch and his Fa- 
vourite, and dancd around them 
moft agreeably. In a Word, every 
Thing confpired to diffufe Peace, Tran- 
quillity, and Innocence ; and created 
a true Relifh for cthofe pure Pleafures 
which are generally confin'd to Soli- 
tude, and not known under gilded 
Roofs, and in the Palaces of Kings. 


C 2 Here 
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Here Cyrus and Arafpes, repofing 
themfelves upon the Grafs, had not 
long conversd, when by Chance the 
Prince perceived the Ruins of a Cot- 
tage, which had formerly ferv'd for 
the Refidence of Nebuchadnezzar *, 
at the Time when that Prince wan- 
der'd about this + Foreft, being furs 
prizd with a Frenzy, which renderd 
him like the Beafts. Cyrus, after having 
fix'd his Eyes a-while upon this Ob- 
ject, faid to Arafpes, When we came 
hither together +, to learn Inftruétion 
from the Example of this unfortunate 
Monarch, what Likelihood was there 
that I fhould, in fo few Years, fill 
the Throne which he then fat on 2 
Indeed, faid the Minifter, every ‘Thing 
that has pafs d appears to meas a Dream. 
Tho I was a Witnefs of thofe extra- 
ordinary Events, I ftill doubt, as it 
were, of what I faw with my Eyes. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 142. 
+ Vol. IL. p. 133. + Ibid. p. 128. 
To 


Ev’n.I. New Crropepta. 


To confider the Courfe you at 
firft fteer'd, it could never have 
enterd my Head, that it would have 
brought you to a Throne. You was, 
Sir, if [ remember, above Forty 
Years of Age when we came hither. 
You had no more of that Juvenile 
Fire, which fupports in great Under- 
takings, and prompts to the forming 
of them. You had till then led a 
peaceable quiet Life, without any 
Ardour for Fame, without Ambi- 
tion, without the Practice of War, 
being wholly fwallowd up in the 
Sciences, and in Speculations, in the 
Search of which, Pare of your Spirits 
were already exhaufted ; not to reckon 
the Quantity which was wafted in the 
Journeys you were continually making 
from one Place to another. To be 
plain, all this put together was not a 
very ftrong Prefage that you would 
ever be the Conqueror of 4fa. One 
would never have imagin‘d that a 

C 3 Man 
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A Supplement tothe Ev’n. I. 


Man of your Character was likely to 
have been a Conqueror in the very firft 
Attempt, at an Age when others ceafe 
in a manner to exift, and chink of 
nothing more than to enjoy what they 
have already acquir d. 


This is aDemonftration, faid Cyrus, 
that Nature may produce Talents, 
but that ‘tis Time and Chance alone 
which matures and brings them to the 
Light. Had not the Sons of Affyages 
and Nebuchadnezzar difturbd our 
Tranquillicy, perhaps I had been with 
you at this Hour in the Extremity of - 
Perfia, diving into fome Metaphy- 
fical Queftion; and poffibly the con- 
vincing fome or other of my Prielts, 
that I knew more of Theology than 
they, would have been the Up- 
fhot of my Glory. My Genius was 
turn d that Way, and I have in fome 
Sort done Violence to my Natural 
Temper, by opening other Views to 

- pet Sts it $ 


Ev. I. New Crropepta: 
it; but when the Profpeét was once 


changed, I purfued my Point. 


But you will own, Sir, faid 
Avafpes, that you are as much ob- 
liged for your Succefs to the Author 
of the Travels of Cyrus, as to Cyax- 
ares orto Merodac; and that the Ma- 
lice of that Writer provok'd you even 


to a greater Degree than the Injuftice 


of your two Antagonifts. 


I will not diffemble, faid the King; 
That Libel made ftrong Impreffions 
upon me, which till then I had never 
felt. The Scandal of being reckon’d 
a Man of weak Parts, touchd me 
more than the Reputation of being a 
Hero ; and I can truly fay ic, that tho’ 
the Outrages of the King of Babylow 
compel'd me to go to War, yet the 
Succefs of my Arms’ was owing to 
nothing fo much as that Wrath which 
was kindled in- my Breaft by the 
Hiftory of my Travels. But fince 

C 4 we 
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we are enterd upon this Subject, fa- 
vour me with a juft Character of that 
Work. I was too much taken up 
with my Schemes, to read the Whole 
when it came out, fo that I only 
glancd over fome Paflages, where I 
was told I was moft abufed ; tho 
perhaps, had I been more at Leifure, 
I fhould not have had the Courage to 
have read a Book throughout with 
Attention, wherein I knew before- 
hand I made but a wretched Figure. 


In truth, Sir, faid Arafpes, 
you may well be forgiven that 
Scruple, for never was Satire writ with 
more Spirit and Art, nor in Circum- 
itances more likely to produce its 
Effect. At that Time Afa run 
again with Oracles, which foretol 
you to be the Deftroyer of the Mo- 
narchy of Babylon : This cait the 
Affyrians into a Confternation ; and 
to counterballance the Effect of thefe 
Predictions, Aramys, out of Zeal for 


his 


Evn.f. New Crropapta. 


his Mafter’s Intereft, form’d a Project 
to oppofe one Prophecy with another. 
The moft certain Rule to judge of 
what a Man will be hereafter, is to 
look back to what he has been. You 
were at that Time arrived to an Age 
when the Mind is generally fettled, 
and to that Stage of Life in which 


— Nature fcarce fuffers any Alteration. 


One infallible Means, therefore, to 
hearten Affjria againft your future 
Enterprizes, was, to publifh to the 
World your Undertakings paft. ‘This 
Sort of Oracle weighed with many 
People againft the Authority of the 
Fewifh Prophecies, whofe Infallibility 
the Affyrians were not very ready to 
acknowledge. This it was that deter- 
min’d Aramys in his Refolution to 
bring you upon the Theatre, and to let 
Afia fee that a Man who had been 
usd, tothe Age of Forty, to Philofo- 
phical Reafonings, was not a very for- 
midable Enemy, and did not look as 
if he would verify the Predictions 

utter d 


J 
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utter'd in his Favour. This Book is 
a delicate well-manag’d Irony, where- 
in the Author, under Pretence of pro- 
poring you for a Pattern to great 

rinces, fo ridicules your Conduét at 


every Turn, that nothing lefs than 


your Conquefts could have clear'd up 
your Reputation ; for his Succefs was 
wonderful. The Afjrians were foon 
curd of their Fears; and thefe were 
fucceeded by Contempt to fuch a De- 
gree, that Ballads and Lampoons were 
not the only Things by which you 
might have feen how little they valu'd 
you, 


He fucceeded, reply’d Cyrus, too 
well for them; for if they had not fo 
much defpis’'d me, they would have 
taken more Precaution again{ft any 
Surprize from me, and I fhould have 
paid the dearer for my Conqueft. This 
is a Service for which I have Obliga- 
tions to Aramys, and which, if Death 
had not {natch’d him from my Favours, 
cM I would 


Evn.I New Cxropapta. 


I would have taken care to acknow- 
ledge. 


What, faid Arafpes with a Smile, 
would you have forgiven him the Story 
of the Ambufcade in the Wood? 
Undoubtedly you have read that 
Paflage. 


Why not, faid the Prince ? 


“Tis true, Sir, reply’d Arafpes, I 
always found you good-humourd 
and beneficent, 


After all, faid the Prince, the Au- 
thor of the Travels has only ftrip’d 
me of Common Senfe. He has no 
where undertaken to reprefent meas a 
wicked Man ; and therefore in abun- 
dant Acknowledgment for the good 
Qualities of which he. thought fit to 
leave me in Poffleffion, I fhould have 
taken a Delight to make him fenfible 
of the Effects of it. You may 


eafily 
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eafily be perfuaded of this, by my 


Behaviour towards Cyaxares. He was 
the firft Author of the Jokes that were 
tofled about, upon my Adventure in 
the Wood *. You know how! was 
furrounded there by the Enemies In- 
fantry, and that not being able to 
draw up four Horfemen in Front, in — 
the midft of Trees and Bufhes, which 
hindered them from joining, I was 
taken, as it were in a Net, and had 
like to have dearly paid for my fine 
Stratagem, when Artabanus, with his 
Body of Referve, pofted to my 
Affiftance, foil’d the Enemy, and put 
their Left Wing into fuch Diforder, 
as occafion'd the fpeedy Overthrow 
of the whole Army. Next Day 
Cyaxares, who bore me no Good- 
Will, and was overjoy'd to fee the 
Confufion in which my Indifcretion: 
had involv'd me, took this Occafion 
co mortify me. In the Prefence of 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 23. 
the 
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the whole Court, he made mea world 
of Compliments on my being cut out 
for a Great General. Jn al] the Art 
of War, {ays he, there’s nothing like 
an’ Ambufcade form'd a propos. You 
fee of what great Service it was to 
Cyrus, and that it pavd the Way to 
Viétory. This Banter ran thro’ the 
whole Army. And while the Author 
of the Travels malicioufly afcribes the 
Gain of this Battle to my Cavalry 
that lay in Ambufh in a Wood where 
they could be of no Service, he only 
revivd a Conceit that had been try’d 
before by Perfons who were interefted 
to make the World believe that I had 
no Genius for War. 


Now, after having pardon’d fo 
keen a Sarcafm in a Prince my Ene- 
my, my Rival, and one that was the 
firft Author of it; would ir become 
me to revenge it on a poor Writer, 
who, by making ufe of the fame 
Method to ridicule me, has done 

nothing 
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nothing after all, but what was ex- 
pected from him > 


Let that pals, faid Avafpes ; but, 
with all your Goodnefs, here’san Ar- 
ticle which furely you will not for- 
give him for. As to your bein 
fomewhat of a Novice in the Bufinel 
of War at fixteen Years of Age, there 
is nothing in it but what is very na- 
tural ; but that you fhould at Forty 
bea Dunce in Politicks, feems to me 
too fevere aSatire. I will endeavour 
to make you more fenfible of it. 


Avamys fuggefts that the Senate of 
Perfia intended to * refufe to grant 
the King your Father the Subfidies for 
the War which he was obliged to 
make with Aftyages. 


What does he mean, faid Cyrus, 
by talking of Subfidies > Does not 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. IL. p. 110... 
this 
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this Author know that in Perfa, 
and all the Eaftern Countries, the 
King taxes his Subjects at his own 
Will and Pleafure ? 


Do you imagine, Sir, faid 
Arafpes, that Aramys propofed to 
int the Manners and Government 
of Perfia to the Life, and as an 
Hiftorian fhould do? Every Thing 
that had a Tendency to make Pera 
ridiculous, was for his Purpofe, whe- 
ther True or Falfe. But let us return 
to the Subfidies. Notwithftanding 
the Refufal of the Senators, you 
aflemble an Army of Thirty-thoufand 
Men*; you draw up your Troops 
in Order of Battle, on a Plain near 
the Capiral ; and by the ftrangeft 
Jumble that ever was known, you 
aflemble the Senate at the fame Time 
and Place ; and then, after a learned 


34 


Harangue, in which you fay a thou- ~ 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. IL p. 111, 112. 
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fand fine Things to your Soldiers, you 
on a fudden change your Note; you 
are not afraid to divulge the Secrets 
of the State, and the Divifions which 
reign in it, to the whole Army, and 
all Perfons drawn by Curiofity to be 
Spectators of fuch a Ceremony : In 
Prefence of thar Multitude of Wit- 
nefles, you accoft your Senators in the 
blunteft Manner ; you twit them in 
the Teeth with their Cabals : That's 
not all, juft before you march againft 
the Enemy that had fomenred them, 
you tell them, that, if you prove 
victorious, they have every Thing to 
fear from the Wrath of a Prince whom 
they have provoked by their Intrigues : 
And, as if you were determind to 
force them to an Extremity, and 
to ftake their All upon the Sport, 
you tell them, that one fingle Battle 
will decide the Fate of the War *. 
One Battle will decide the Fate of 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 114. 
Perfia. 
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Perfia. If Cambyfes prove viffori- 
ous, you have much to fear from the 
Fuftice of a Prince whom you bave 
ancenfed by your fecret Cabals. 


And you think, faid Cyrus, that 
this ought to give me Pain ? 


Alas! Sir, faid Arafpes, let me 
finifh the Marvellous of this burlefque 
Adventure, which is, That your Se- 
nators, notwithftanding their Difguft, 
like wife and confiderate Men, united 
in one Defign, {ays your Author, of 
contributing to the Prefervation of 
their Country ; that is to fay, to the 
Victories of a Prince, who threatens 
to makeno other Ufe of his Profperity 
but to opprefs them. ‘There's a Con- 
traft of Politics, which, by your 
Favour, makes you and your Senate 
the moft extravagant Mortals that ever 


~ meddled with the Government of 
Mankind! 


D Se 
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- So much the better, faid Cyrus, that 
Avramys took it into his Head to carry 
the Ridicule fo far; for if he had faid 
lefs, he would have been believed the 
more ; thofe Calumnies that are — 
moft circumfcribed, being always fuch 
as are moft hurtful to the Reputa- 
tion of the Perfons againft whom they 
are invented. 


What pity ‘tis, Sir, faid Arafpes, — 
that we have not Pen and Ink here? 
I would then write down your fine 
Maxims, which, if ever I fhould have 
a Fancy to build a Temple to fome 
Olympian Fupiter, might, in Cafe of 
Need, ferve for Infcriptions to theSym= _ 
bolical Figures which I would place — 
there, and, as J have feen elfewhere, — 
might divert the loitering Traveller that. 
fhall come from the moft diftant Re- — 
gions of the North, and count upon — 
his Fingers the very Stones of the — 
Fabrick. 


I plainly 
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I plainly perceive, faid Cyrus, that 
you have a myfterious Meaning ; but 
what you allude to I know not. 


Tis, teply'd Arafpes, to a little 
Incident of our Travels which Aramys 
has not fail’d to fet off. Indeed, you 
Sut too good a Game into his Hands 
bor him not to play it; and as much 
difgufted as I am with him on othe 
accounts, I am obliged to him for 
having revenged me a little for that 
Uneafinefs which you gave me at 
Crete, in the Temple of Jupiter 
Olympius *. 1 was entaged to fee 
you fall into an Extafy at the Sight 
of fout or five paltry Infcriptions, fuch 
as you had read by Thoufands in the 
_Manfions of our Magi, and our Her- 
mits: A Rabble of Cretans, furprizd 
at the Air of Admiration with which 


_ you meditated the Sublime Senfe of 


® The Travels of Cyrus, Vol, IT. p. 4, &c, 
D 2 thofé 
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thofe Infcriptions, took us for Germans 
or Cimbrians, juft come out of their 


d:{mal Forefts, who, having never feen. 


any Thing but Trees and Hoar-Frofts, 
find fomething or other to ftare at, 
every Scep they take under a more 


happy Sky. They came round you, — 


and examin’d our Countenances with 


as deep Attention, as yours was in the 


poring upon your Inf{criptions. You 
was fo immerfed in profound Con- 


templation, that you was not fenfible 


of all this; buc I, who was not by 


far fo metaphyfical and fo contem- — 
plative, fxd my Eyes upon Objects. 


that were more material ; and endurd, 
both for you and mayfelf, the Jeers 
of the Croud, and the ill-natur’d 
Remarks which I faw them make 
upon the novel Behaviour of a Couple 


of Strangers, who look'd fo like Ori- — 
ginals. vamys, without entering into — 
the Detail of all thefe Circumftances, — 
artfully gives a Glimpfe of them, by — 
the Manner in which he paints your — 


Admi- 
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Admiration, and the frivolous Objects 
at which it was excited. After fo 
much Malignity, would you ftill be of 
a Temper to forgive him ? 


Don’t you know, faid Cyrus, that 
were Princes to punifh all that have 
a Mind to make themfelves merry 
at the Expence of their Sovereigns, 
they would never have done ; and 
that my Politicks and my Confcience 
are in this Point agreed ? 


Your Notion of this Matter is per- 
fectly right, faid Arafpes, and that 
Generofity with which you fubdue 
the moft juft Refentments, muft give 
you as great Glory in the World, as 
the Courage with which you conquer 
your Enemies. But for my Part, 
_ continu'd he, who am not obliged to 
entertain fuch Heroick Sentiments as 
you have, I confefs to you, that, if 
I had the Honour to be your Hifto- 
| tiographer, he fhould pay dear for 
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the foolifh Part which he makes me 
to act. I could never forgive him 


for reprefenting me as no better than — 


a common Cryer, with nothing to do 


but to hear you talk, and to fay Yes © 
or No, to all your fine Speeches. 


- 


Indeed, faid Cyrus, with a Smile, | 


it would become you rarely to take 
more State upon you than your 
Mafter ! Would you not be afhamed 
to fet up for the Hero in my Hiftory, 
while I myfelf fhould make no better 
a Figure in it than a Pedant 3 


All your fine Arguments, faid . 


Arafpes, do not eafe my Anguifh. — 
I cannot boaft of a hundred Victo- © 
ties, and the Conqueft of Afa, to 


clear up my Reputation. The Things 
that Hiftory fhall report of you in 


future Ages, will convince Pofterity 


that the Author of the Travels has 
martrd your Character : But as © 
for me, nothing will hinder me from ~ 


' 





1 


. 
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a 

¢ 
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being received juft as he has painted 


me. 


What then ? Should this happen, 
faid the King, would it not be of 
fome Eafe to your Mind, to have the 


3? 


Pleafure of being difgraced in good — 


Company? Cambyfes, Mandana, and 
Hyftafpes, are, they fay, no better 


ufed than you are. 


The Company is very good, re- 
plyd Arafpes, and certainly does me 
very much Honour, but not in the 
Hiftory of your Travels. There the 
Perfonages you have juft now men- 
tion’d, make altogether as bad a Fi- 
gure as | do. The Author fticks at 
nothing to make the Perfons that are 
neat you, foolifh and ill-favour’d. 
And as the Merit of a Society re- 
dounds to the particular Members of 
it, I fhall only appear to be the 
greater Fool in. it, for being in 
fach unfuitable Company. ‘What 
3 1D. 405.7 come 
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comforts me, Sir, is, that in After- 
Ages there will no doubt arife fome 
Romance-Writer, who, in refpe& to 
you, will endeavour to make us 


Amends for the forry Drefs in which 


we are reprefented by the Author of — 


the Satire. Such a one, out of his 
abundant Regard to the Decorum due 
to your Dignity and great Actions, 
will not fail to give us a Merit pro- 
portiond to the Rank we rae in 


with you ; and I defpair not of be- 


ing, in his Hands, one of thofe Heroes 
3 the fecond Order, who, tho’ they 
don’t fhine like your firft Rate Gen- 


tlemen, yet are good for fomething. 


But is it true, faid Cyrus,- that all 
my Family isfo.ridiculoufly teprefented 
in that Work, as ‘tis given out ? 


Hear, faid the Minifter, and be 
your felf the Judge. The King your 
Father is a good Prince; but fo good, 
that he is a weak one. He lets his 
aa Subjects 


A ee en Ce en ee 
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Subjects live in Peace, becaufe he has 
neither Courage nor Capacity to make 
War.  Soranes is rather his Tutor 
than his Minifter ; and when it came 
into your Head to fet Soranes afide, 
you was fain to read a Lecture 
to Cambyfes in Private, to enable him 
to anfwer in Publick. Has he no¢ 
given you a worthy Father ? 


As for Mandana, fhe is the beft 
Princels in the World ; a good virtu- 
ous Lady, always minding her Fa- 
mily,and one that never talks, but 
to entertain you with Fables *. That's 
her only Talent, and in that fhe ex- 
cels. All the Nurfes and Governefles 
in Afia, need not be afhamed to come 
to her School to learn the great Art of 
lulling froward Children to fleep by 
their Stories, when all other Means to 
hufh them fail. Above all, her Fore- 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 9, 1 
Sci: J aa Pp. 9, I4, 


fight 
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fight is miraculous. The Oracles had 
predicted, that a Child fhould be 
born of her, who fhould prove the 
Deftroyer of the Empire of the Medes. 
Aftyages was not ignorant of it. This 
Oracle is. renewed after a fignal 
Manner, in the Journey fhe makes 
with you from Perfia to Ecbatana; 
and Aftyages could not but hear of a 


new Incident fo likely to revive, or | 


even to create his Sufpicions. Not- 
withftanding all this, Mandana is 
very unconcernd about your Fate; 
nay, fhe is fo fupine, as to retires, 
no-body knows why, into Perfa, 
and to abandon you, without Relu- 
ctance, tothe Mercy of a Prince who 
would naturally facrifice you to his 
own Repofe, and the Tranquility of 
his Dominions. In a Situation fo 
proper to alarm her Tendernefs, fhe 


1s apprehenfive you will run no Dan- — 


gers at the Court of Ecbatana, but 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 25. 
from 
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from the Snares of Voluptuoufnels, 
Judge now, after this, what a Part 
this Princefs acts in your Hiftory. 


But what does it make of Afty- 
ages, {aid Cyrus? = 


Oh! As for him, faid Arafpes, he is 
an Exception from the common Rule, 
and you muft not be furpriz’d at it. 
Aramys, who every where elfe'makes 
you fo good a Man, here takes an 
Occafion to render you odious, and 
prepares the Readers to cenfure your 
Carriage to Affyages, as an Inftance 
of the blackeft Ingratitude, the moft 
crving Ufurpation that ever was 
known. In this he has perfectly fuc- 
ceeded, and every Reader who knows 
you in no other View, is offended to 
fee you in Arms againft an amiable *, 
good natur'd, and beneficent Prince, 
your Sovereign, your Grandfather ; 


# The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 13. 
and 
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and a Grandfather whofe Tendernefs 
for you, was work’d up intoa fort of 
Paffion, who hop'd to find you fF the 
Support of bis old Age, and who, for 
your Sake, quits a thoufand Sufpicions, 
which any other, in his Place, would 
certainly have entertain'd upon your 
Account. 


And as to the good Man Hyfta/pes, 
reply'd the Prince, what Figure does 
he make ? 


The moft Grotefque Figure in Na- 
ture. Firft, it fays, That he is * az 
experienc d Commander, very Polite, 
a great Statefman, and a great Phi- 
lofopher ; a Man equally able, difin- 
terefted, &c. Four Pages after this 
fine Beginning, which makes the 
Reader expect a certain Superiority 
of Genius, noble and eafy Behaviour, 


t+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 25. 
* bid. p. 24. 


you 
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you are pleafed to be in Love with 
Caffandana, and to want fome good 
Counfel. *Hyftafpes being confounded, 
knows not which Way to go about 
to advife you, and all his Ingenuity 
amounted to — What? You would 
never guefs it — to the {pinning out 
of a long Story that has no Relation to 
the Subject in Hand, and, which the 
next Man that comes, could have 
told you every whit as well as he; 
yet this is the only Step which he 
takes to inftrué& you in all the Time 
that he fpends with you; and this is 
the Upfhot of all thofe fine Qualities. 


“Tis true, faid Cyrus, that Hyftaf- 
pes is there reprefented as a very pretty 
Model for Governors ; young Princes 
furely would not be averfe to fuch a 
Mentor. (fancy, continu’d he, that 


Caffandana is no better treated than 
the reft. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p.33, &c. 
Pardon 


45 


46 


A Supplement to the Ev’n. iy 


Pardon me, Sir, faid Arafpes, the 
Author has treated her but too gently. 
+ He afcribes great Merit to her in the 
firft Place, but ’tis in vain; for fhe — 
makes no Ufe of it, efpecially after 
fhe was married. 


Perhaps, faid the Prince with 4 
Smile, the Author wittily defign’d 4 
fhort Leéture to the Ladies, and to 
tell them, That after Marriage their 
Merit ought no longerto bemention’d ; 
that their Husbands only fhould be 
made fenfible of it, and that it ought 
to be invifible to all the reft of Man- 
kind. 


No, Sir,reply’d Ava/pes, bluntly, the 
Author of the Travels does not aim at 


all thofe Refinements. His Defign is 


only to read Lectures at your Expence, 
and of thofe that are attach’d to you 5 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 29, &c. 
and 
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and ‘tis his ufual Praétice ironically to 
afcribe great Talents at firft to the Per- 
fonages he makesa Jeft of ; and in four 
Lines after, he does not leave them a 
Shadow of one good or great one. 
He very wilely thought fuch Contraft 
highly proper to render the Deformity 
of the Perfonages he brings upon the 

e more confpicuous, and to divert 
the Readers. In one Place he fays, 
I myfelf * have a chearful Temper, 
and a folid Wit ; that I am born for 
Arms, and formd for a Court; and 
that Tam qualifyd for every thing, 
both in Peace and War. 


Can you ftill complain then, faid 
Cyrus, of the Author of the Travels 


I fhall always complain, faid 
Arafpes, of having no Merit but what 


is imaginary, and vanifhes as foon as 
I act or {peak. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 53, &e. 
But 
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But I think, reply’d Cyrus, that 


you are too nice upon this Article. 


“Tis eafy for you to fay fo, Sir, faid 
Arafpes ; but if you had gone thro’ 
the Book with me a little, and had feen 
what a Figure you make in your 
Travels, you would quite change 
your Tone. 


Alas! faid the Prince, what fhould 
I learn from fuch a Leflon ? Nothing 
more than what I have already re- 
proached myfelf for, twenty times. 
If you did but know how afham‘d 
Iam of my Courfes! 


This is the very Thing, reply'd Araf- 
pes, that would provoke you the more 
to fee how our Cenfor has recited 


them. 


"Tis true, faid Cyrus, that we are 


never more ftung with a Ridicule, 
than 
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than when we are conf{cious to our- 
felyes that we have deferved it. 


As the Prince had made an End 
of thefe Words, he found himfelf go- 
ing out of the Wood, and in the 


midft of his Guards: For, as Night . 


came on, he had left the Hill where 
he ftay'd to converfe with Arafpes, 
and continuing his Difcourfe with him, 
he was infenfibly return’d to his At- 
‘tendants, with whom he re-entered 
Babylon; where we fhall find him 
more than once difcourfing with his 
Favourite upon the Hiftory of his 
Travels. 
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T be Seconp Evenine’s Conver fation. 











SeraniY RUS could not well go 
y ‘Ga: from his Palace the next 
ps Bee | Day after this firft Con- 
—————— verfation. It was already 
late, and the Sun, fatigued with its 
Courfe, was going to take a {weet 
Refrefhment in the Bofom of the 
Ocean, before this Prince could dif- 
3 ey engage 
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engage himfelf from the Multitude of 
Affairs with which he was encumber d. 
At length, a little before Night came 
on, he went up to a Platform on the 
Top of his Palace, where the frefh 
Air was not his only Delight, but a 
thoufand various Objects, Bins more 
engaging than others, prefented them- — 
felves to his View. On the one Hand 
appeared Babylon, its Structures, 
Walls, its vaft Circumference, itsTem- 
ples, and Gardens: The Palace was 
feparated from the City by a great 
Oval Area, above 300 Paces in 
Length ; on each Side whereof was a 
ftately Piazza, built Arch-wife, fup- — 
ported by five Rows of Pillars of — 
green Marble. In the Middle arofe — 
an Obelisk of granate Marble, fifty — 
Cubits in Height, where Arafpes had — 
caufed the principal Events of hover 
Reign, to be carwd in hieroglyphical — 
Characters. On the four Sides of the — 
Pedeftal,; which ferv’d as the Bafe to — 
this Pyramid, were Baffo on | 
Oo 


mo ae 
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of exguifite Sculpture, reprefenting the 


 Mede here, the Affyrian there, the 


Arabian on one Side, and the Indian 
on the other, coming to prefent the 
new Lord of the Ealt, with their 
Gifts and Homage. Four Palaces lefs 
than his Majefty’s, all the four of one 
Bignefs, and the fame Symetry, and 


fit to lodge as many Monarchs, were ~ 


erected at the Bottom of the Area, 
which ferved for the Refidence of 
Cyrus's Minifters and principal Officers. 
Five of the largeft Streets in Babylon, 
ran parallel into the Square, which 
were throng’d every Hour in the Day 
with bufy Inhabitants, Artificers, 
Chariots driving contrary Ways, run- 
ning againft, and entangling one ano- 
ther; all which made that agreeable 
Confufion common to great Cities, 
the Sight of which is fo proper to un- 
bend the Mind when fatigued and 
cramp d by tedious and clofe Appli- 


_ cation, This was what attracted their 


_ Views on the South Side. On the 
E 3 Eaft 


- 
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Eaft they had an agreeable Plain, 
crownd with a thick Foreft. And 
on the North, a vaft Champain 
Country, bounded by Mountains 
whofe lofty Tops oerlook’d the 
Clouds. On the Weft Side they faw 
the Euphrates, and its Keys, whofe 
Waves were often as boifterous as a 
raging Sea, tofling Barks without 
Number, laden with Goods of a | 
thoufand different Kinds, fome going 
out, others coming in, whofe various 
Motions, the Dafhing of the Oars, 
the Working of the Mariners, the 
Hurries of the reftlefs induftrious 
Merchants backwards and forwards ; 
all thefe in one View, afforded the 
Eyes a Profpect, than which, none 
could be more engaging, or more 


diverfify'd. 


While Cyrus and Arafpes had their 
Eyes turn’d on this Side, they. per- 
ceived a Bark, curioufly adorn’d, mak- 
ing to Land, which put. a,Shore two 


young 
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young Foreigners of a good Mien, 
attended with fome Slaves. Cyrus 
ftopp'd a while to take a View of 
_ them, and then turning towards Ara/pes, 
faid to him, Thus did we formerly 
rove up and down the World; and I 
fhould be glad, for our own Repue 
tation, that thefe two Foreigners juft 
arriv’d, might prove the Sons of fome 

owerful Monarch metamorphos’d, 


like us, into Adventurers. 


Sir, you fhall quickly know, re- 
ply'd Arafpes, whether your Wifhes 
are fulfilled. At thefe Words he 
call’d one of the Officers of the Prince’s 
Guards, and fent him to inquire of what 
Quality thefe Foreigners were, and 
what Bufinefs brought them to Bae 
bylon. 


The Officer return’d in an Inftane, 
with Tidings, that the two Foreigners 
were the Sons of a certain Arabian 
Prince, a Tributary to Cyrus, and 

E4 that 
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that their Father fent them to be 
train'd up at the Court of his So- 
vereign, Tae 


I really thought, faid Arafpes, that 
we fhould not find any Inftances to 
ive a Sanction to fuch fingular Cone 
ie as ours was, for a certain Term. 
Will you always be harping upon 
this String, replyd Cyrus, with a 
Tone of fome Indignation ? 


Oh! To be plain with you, re- 
ply'd Ara/pes, I did not think you 
was of a Temper to be fretted by 
the mention of the fame Thing over 
again. You muft have been accu- 
ftom’d to hear the fame Leffon often 
repeated ; forall thofe Mafters whom 
you confulred in your Travels, did 
but copy one another, and yet you 
were not urd with hearing them. 


Does 
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Does Avamys take any Notice of 
that, faid Cyrus? 


He had not Power to overlook it, 
reply'd Arafpes. Not one of your 
Failings efcapes him, and you may 
depend upon it, that he has blazon’d 
them in all their Colours. 


I would fain know, reply’d Cyrus, 
what he fays was the Motive of my 
Travels. 


What Motive, faid the Favourite ? 
’ Nothing but a Fancy to ramble o'er 
the World like a Knight Errante. But 
hold, I am miftaken, your Father bad 
you go, and away you march, with- 
out any other View or Defign. 


But had not Camby/és neither fome 


Motive, faid Cyrus, when he daid 
that Injunction on me? 


. No, 
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No, reply'd Arafpes ; but ftay a little 
—let me recolle&. “Yes, * continued 
he with a Smile, he fent you to learn 
Divinity and Law, in the Schools of 
Greece and Egypt. The Author 
alfo does not fail to hint how feafo- 
nably + the Death of Caffandana 
happen’d, to put you in a Condition 
to anfwer the great Purpofes which — 
your Father had form’d for your 
Education ; and how that wife Prince, 
finding you a little too raw at the 
Age of Thirty, and notwithftanding | 
you had refided fo long at the Court 
of Echatana, thought fit that you 
fhould make your Tours into Fo- 
reign Countries, in order to polifh 
you. Above all, he paints to 
the Life that more than difinterefted 
Tendernefs of Camby/eés and Mandana, 
who are not troubled to lofe you, 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 118, &c. 
¢ Ibid. p. 116. 


pro- 
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rovided they put you in a Way to 
* a complete Man *; that marvel- 
lous Docility with which you abruptly 
began your Travels, without making 
the leaft Reflection in your Mind on 
the Abfurdity of the Commands laid 


upon you, — 


Cyrus interrupted him, faying, 
Don’t call it Docility, ‘twas Folly, 
and I am obliged to the Author for 
having fo well expofed the Extrava- 
gance of my Conduct, in thus aban- 
doning my Country, my Family, a 
Throne, which perhaps might be va- 
cant when I was at the other End of 
the World ; and all this to run a thou- 
{and Dangers. 


Oh! as to Dangers, reply’d Arafpes, 
Avamys has taken great Care to make 
us avoid them all. You have all the 
Reafonin the World to be fatisfy’d with 


_ *® The Travels af Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 120. 
him 
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him upon this Article ; for never did 
Author treat his Hero with more 
Good-Nature and Civility. He always 
makes us fail with the fineft Weather 
in the World; the fierce North-Winds 
hold in their Blafts ; the Zephyr is 
the only Wind that prefumes to 
breathe upon the Water, and juft 
fills the Sails with Wind to carry us in 
an Inftant from one Port to another #. 
No Tempeft, no Rocks, no Ship- 
wrecks, no Pyrates in our Way. © This 
is not all, we are even exempted from 
the Inconveniences to which Voyages 
are moft neceflarily fubject. We ne- 
ver wane any Thing, and even in 
the wildeft Defarts, we find obliging 
and courteous Hofts, who are rood 
to make fuch Strangers as us welcome. 
Whatever Town we atrive at, the 
very Man we want meets us in the 


Nick of Time, who is order'd to do” 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 120, | 
157, 234. 
us 
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us the Honours of the Place. Here, 
without any more Trouble or Cere- 
‘mony, we inquire the Way to 
Badeo*. After fo coarfe a Saluta- 
tion, honeft Amenophis immediately 
falls in Love with you, and impor- 
tunes you to ftay all Night with him. 
Pythagoras civilly excufes you fo 
‘much as the Trouble of mentioning 
your Name, and knows by your Mien 
only, that you are the Son of Cam- 
byfesf. “Tis true that, in order to 
falve Appearances, your Hiftorian 
transforms this Philofopher into a Pro- 
phet, and makes him forefee, in the 
emoteft Futurity, the pretended Pro- 
fperity + of I know not what Town 
in [ta/y.—But to return to our Voy- 
ages : if the Gods themfelves were to 
travel upon Earth, I would defy them 
to be more courteous than Aramys 
has been to us. 


F * The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 121. 
 F Ibid. Vol. IL. p. 8. 
| + Ibid. p. 55. 

k Confefs 
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-Confefs then for once, faid Cyrus, 
that you are mnch obliged to him : 
If he had defcrib’d Things as they 
commonly fall out, and as the 
actually happen’d to us, how sich 
murmuring and fretting, how many 
trifling Scenes would he not have 
exhibited, which would have made 


the Publick laugh at your Expence ? 


It was not out of Good-Will to 


me, reply’d Arafpes, that he has faid 


nothing of the Dangers we ran, and 
the Obftacles we had to overcome. 
He was apprehenfive that, while he 
was defcribing our Adventures, even 
fuch as were the moft mortifying, 
your Manner of extricating yourfelf 
eut of them, would difcover fuch 
Touches of Courage, Refolution, and 
Skill, as would contradié the difad- 
vantagious Character he defign'd to 
give of you. But I would have 
heartily forgiven him the Relation of 


my 
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my Uneafinefs, being fully convinc'd 
that the Publick would have been fo 
good-humour'd as to excufe me on 
that Head. In fhort, how can one, 
* with Patience, hear all the Childifh 
“Things chat are told you *? The 
Egg of the World ; the old She-Goat of 
Hermes F ; the Entrance of our Souls 
£into the Bodies of a Cat, an Ape, 
&c. and fo many other extravagant 
Whimfies, with which all thofe 
Quacks you confulted, ufed to ftuff 
their tedious Difcourfes. As for your 
Part, who had a Genius turn'd for 
profound Speculations, I fancy you 
found Sublime Myfteries in them ; 
*but I, who was of a quite different 
~Goiit, faw nothing in them but Chi- 
meras and Abfurdities, which tended 
to make me out of Conceit with our 
Occupation. So that while you ‘re- 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p.1rgz 
F Ibid. p. 182. : ° 


+ Ibid. p. 191. 
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turned from your Travels, full of fure 
and folid Principles in Religion, I 
only came back with a greater Share. 
of Ignorance and Doubts than ever. 


How miftaken youare, dear Arafpes, 
faid Cyrus, in the Notion you have 
form’d of my Knowledge ! I was far 
from meeting with that Satisfagion. 
from the Philofophers which I ex-. 
pected. 


This, faid Arafpes, puts me ine 
Mind of a very pleafant Paflage, 
which your Hiftorian has related of 
you, in one of the Theological Lec-. 
tures which he makes Zoroafter to 
read to you: This Philofopher tells 
you, That before you inhabited a_ 
Mortal Body, you were a Fynga, 
Synoche, or Cofmogoge *.. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 10g, ” 
Ilo. : 


Cofmogoge, 
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; — Cofi mogoge, Synoche, Heavens! what 
‘Names are here, faid Cyrus, What 
do you think they mean ? 


‘Oh, Sir, you put a very hard 
to me, anfwerd Arafpes 5 
How fhould I Lise 3 Aramys him- 


felf perhaps knew nor; at leaft he oe 
potiang of it. 


I could not have believed, reply'd 
Cyrus, that a Man of fuch Senfe 
would have funk into Pedantry, and 
made fuch a filly Parade with Terms, 
which the Generality of his Readers 
would be at a Lofs to underftand, and 
fuch too, as, in all Appearance, were 
foreign to his Subject. 


Not fo foreign neither, Sit, if you 
pleafe, faid Arafpes. Pon ¢ you know 


-whata Virtue there is in a String offuch - 


'flrange uncouth Names as Amiliéées, 
Teletarcbes, and Cofimoseges ub ridi- 
e 
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‘cule the Great Man who delivers 


them to you gravely. Nothing could 
be better than fuch a pleafane Turn, 
to anfwer the Defign of Aramys, to 
make his Readers a little merry at the 
Expence of sbeger mi. and to put 
him in the Drefs of a perfect School- 
Matter : This Charaéter too tallies 
wonderfully with yours. You are 
in this Place the apteft little Scholar 
I ever faw; and this brings me to 
what I had at firft in View. After 
the long and tirefome Difcourfe, in 
which it is revealed to you ‘that 
you were a Fynga*, you are feiz- 
ed with Aftonifhment, and cry out, 
I am then a Ray of Light emitted 
from its Principle. The Enthufiafm 
is charming, and always makes ‘me 
laugh whenever I think on’t, | 


Yet, faid Cyrus, in the Mannet 
you relate Things to me, I cannot 
* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p.113. _ 
think 

| 


; 
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think that Zynga was avery luminous 
Being in the Hiftory of my Travels. 


5; Oh, faid Avafpes, Aramys did not 


place you there to look fo nicely into 
at: It anfwers his Purpofe betcer not 
to make you fo quick-fighted ; which 
-furnifhes him. with frefh Matter of 
Ridicule in the very fame Paflage. 
You addrefs yourfelf ingenuoufly, and 
with a certain Air of Simplicity, than 
swhich, nothing becomes you better, 
ato Zoroafter, to ask him by what 
wWay it is that they afcend to the 
-Empyreum, which he had told you but 
athe Moment before *. But Zorodfter 
“was a good Tutor ; he was not tir'd 
swith Repetition ; he knew the Le- 
ewity of Youth, and that, after they 
had heard the fame Things repeated 
ten times, it was well if they could 
»but once underftand and retain them ; 
therefore he had the Complaifance, 


_ * The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 122. 
4 F 2 after 
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after the Parenthefes and Preambles 
common to Pedants *, to point out 
to you, in the fame Terms as before, 
the High Road, about which you 
was in fo much Pain: What you did 
not underftand at the firft Leffon- 
time, you are fully Mafter of at the 
Second ; and God knows how your 
Tranfports were doubled, when you 
were told, to your great Aftonifhment, 
what the meaneft Shepherd’s Boy in 
Perfia learns, while he is at the Breaft, 
That Virtue alone conduéts Men to 
the Refidence of the Immortal Gods. — 


You talk at fuch a Rate, faid Cyrus 
with a Smile, as if you thought me 
infected with all his Nonfenfe. 


. 
: 


Oh ! far from it, Sir, reply’d Araf= 


pes. But alter all, continued he, let’ 


me tell you, whenever I was a Wit- 
nefs of your Dogmatical Conferences, 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 114, 115. 
£ 


: 
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I thought you ftrangely wrapt up in 
Admiration of them, You were al- 
ways for crying up the fine Things 
which your Malters told you of ; and 
to fee the Exclamations and extatick 
Raptures which you fell into when 
you heard them *, I imagin’d that 
every Word that came from them, 
was an Oracle which reveal’d fome 
great Myftery to you ; and of this ‘tis 
true that you every where gave De- 
monftration. I remember you had 
a certain Round of Compliments, which 
came about in their Turn: one was 
as juftly beftow’d as another; and he 
that had the Honour to converfe with 
you, was always, in your Efteem, the 
reateft Man. Yet it was impoffible 
* all’ thofe Doétors muft, from 
‘Time to Time, give each other the 
Lye, upon more than one Article, 


*® The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. ror, &e. 
113,198. -Vol. II. p.44, 152, 192. 
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And that was the very Thing which, 
reply'd Cyrus, afterwards gave me 
Perplexity. I confefs, to my Shame, 
I was fucceffively the Bubble of all 
the various Fables that were told me ; 
but being rid of that Mift, which Sur- 
prize, and the Want of Experience, 
at firft caft before my Eyes, I made 
Reflections, which, if they could not 
protect me again{t Impofition, fervd, 
at leaft, to recover me out of it. In 
all the Leffons that I had been taught, 
I thought I perceived Contradi+ 
étions and Trifles, which T blufh’d 
that I had ever given Ear to. Zore- 
after, faid I, tells me that the Ethe- 
real Matter, which is diffufed thto’ 
the whole Univerfe *, is the Body 
of the Great Oromazes, and that ‘his 
Soul is Truth. What I breathe, 
what I act, what I feel; in a Word, 
every Thing that exifts, is therefore - 
God : Befides, to fay that this God 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. IL p. 98. ; 
has 
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has Truth for his Soul, is to fay that 
he is inanimate ; for Truth in itfelf 
is nothing ; ‘tis only the fimple Con- 
formity which one Thing bears with 
another; ‘tis but a mere Mode, which 
may fuic with what is only pure 
Matter ; anda God, who has no other 
Soul than that, is a God truly mate- 
tial. To fay therefore that God is 
Matter, which has Truth for its Soul, 
is really faying, that there is no God : 
And the Order of the Univerfe de- 
montftrates to us, that it could not be 
eftablifh'd and preferv’d by any Thing 
lefs chan an intelligent Being, a pure 
Spirit, inhabiting neither Matter in 
general, nor any Portion of Matter in 
particular. “This, Reafon tells me, 
and Zoroafter himfelf agrees to it * ; 
how then can all thefe Notions be 
reconciled together », 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1.p. 91, &c. 
96, 97, &c. 104, &e. 
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_ *Tis a Judgment, fays he, upon 
the Soul of a wicked. Man. to be fent 
into the Body of a Beaft * ; but 
where would be the great Harm of 
fuch Tranfmigration 2 Are -not the 
Pleafures of a Rat the fame to-it,.as 
ours are to us ? and, as to its Troubles, 
arethey comparabletothofe which con- 
{ume us ? In fuch a State our Knows 
ledge is more limited ; but then, if ous 
Underftanding was lefs,. would not 
our Sufferings be fo too,? The great 
Misfortune of thefe Conditions would 
be the Remembrance of what we had 
been formerly. But could Zoreafter 
be fure what Body his Soul inhabited 
before it animated that of an Indian 
Prince ? For my Part, my Memory 
does not extend beyond my Infancy, 
and Cyrus isthe only Being that Lever 
knew in this Trunk. | 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 11z. > 


But, 
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But, reply'd Arafpes, one may 
venture to affirm, that you have un- 
dergone a Sort of Metempfychofis : 
You were at firft no more than the 
Son of a Shepherd, - afterwards you 
became the Son of a King, and, in 
Time, you came to be King yourfelf: 
But, if I miftake not, che Tran{mi- 
grations which pleafe Zoroafter, mutt 
be fomewhat more phiyfical, and not 
fo eafy to retain as thofe : That which 
Pythagoras is faid to have boafted, 
would be very much to the Goiit of 
our Sage. I wastold at Gnoffus, that 
the Philofopher of Samos remember'd 
the Patt he bore at the Siege of 
Lroy. ) 


But, faid Cyrus, granting what you 
pleafe for’ once, would Animals be 
much afflicted by fuch Remembrance 
of their former Condition ? I beliew’d 
once, upon the Authority of Zoro- 
Gfter, that I was an Angel before I 
a inhabiced 
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inhabited a Mortal Body *. | Was 
Cyrus, for that Reafon, the lefs dear 
to me ? Had I the lefs Defire to re- 
main in my prefent State? “Tis the 
fame Cafe with a Rat ; be its Notions 
of the Being it had formerly what 
they will, its Atcachment to its pre- 
fent Condition prevails above all 
other Confiderations : How induftri- 
ous is it to avoid the Traps laid for 
it, and to prolong thofe Days which 
appear to us to be fo dark and con- 
temptible ! Therefore the Paflage of 
our Souls into Bodies of this Sort, is 
not, as Zoroafter pretends, a Punifh- 
ment of our Crimes. But, in fine, 
I once faid, How came the Principle 
or Motive of fuch Tranf{migration to” 
the Knowledge of Zoroafter ? Was it 
by Reafoning ? No; this Event is a 
Matter of Fact, and Facts are not 
jearnt by Reafoning. Was it by, his” 
own Experience, by the Depofition 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. J. p. 11m 
: | of 
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of any unexceptionable Witnefles ? 
But we know No-body that remem- 
bers the having undergone any fuch 
Metamorphofes. We are told of 
Pythagoras. Why fhould nota 
thoufand others know as much of 
their Deftiny as he? His Teftimony 
alone ought to go for nothing in an 
Affair of this Nature. All thar Zo- 
roafter therefore told me on this Head, 
was only Vifion and Chimera. 


~ But, faid Arafpes, he could not 
mifs of teaching you fine Things up- 
on the Stars, you came from him 
with fo good a Tafte for Aftronomy. 


Really, faid Cyrus, a Man muft 
be a great Aftronomer, and far ad- 
vanc'd in the Knowledge of the hea- 
venly Bodies, who teaches, that the 
Moon is inhabited by Fools,* Saturn 
by Man-haters, and that all rhe Cor~ 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol, I. p. 108, 110. 
leftial 
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leftial Globes have need of Guides to 
conduét them, left they fhould ram- 
ble from their Orbits.  Neverthelefs, 
that was all Zoroafer knew of 


Aftronomy, and the worthy Object 


of my Faith and Admiration; tho’, 


with all the Abfurdities that Zo- 


roafter filld my Head, he gave 


me fome folid Notions: But, before 


I confulted him, Reafon had already — 
taught me to know the great Oroma- 
zes, to efteem Virtue, and not to- 
look upon Death as the Deftrugtion — 
of my Being.; “The reft of his Do- 
&rine confifted only of Fables, which 


were enough to make me doubt evea 
of the Truths he interfpers‘d in them, 
if thofe Truths had not been founded 
upon other Principles than the Au- 
thority of a contemplative Vifionary. 


But depend on't, reply d Ara/pes, 


9 
4 
‘ 


— | Le a 


that the Author of the Zravels does 
not make you any Allowance upon ~ 
this ‘Article. “Your Credulity, your — 


Tran- 
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Tranfports, your Raptures, that 
amazing Flexibiliry of Mind which 
fuffer'd you to be carried in a trice 
from one Syftem to another ; all this 
is painted to the Life; and he has 
taken care to procure me Satisfaction 
for the Chagrin I fo often endur’d from 
your thdefatigable Attention to fo 
many inceflant Bablers. 


I fhould have been glad, faid Cyrus, 
if I had come off as cheap as you ; 
for fuch Difcourfes were not only fur- 
feiting to me, but gave me much 
more Anxiety of Mind than the be- 
ing barely tirefome, becaufe the dif- 
ferent Leflons of fo many Tutors, 
threw me into ftrange Perplexities of 
Thought. Falfhood was generally 
exhibited to me in the fame Colours 
as Truth, without any Marks whereby 


7L. 


to diftinguith the one from the other. — 


IT knew not which Side of the Que- 
ftion to adhere to, and my Mind 
waver d, fora long Time, in a difmal 

Uncer- 
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Uncertainty... Daniel, would you 
think it? not Daniel himfelf could 


‘extricate me out of it. The Chara- 


éter he gave me of the Religion 
of the Sook * was great, noble, 
and, at firft Sight, enchanting; but 
my Mind had been accuftomed to 
Doubts. The Abfurdities to which 
I at firft abandon’d myfelf, made me 
fearful of falling into new Difficulties, 
and put me upon my Guard againft 
all fingular Notions in the Point of 
Religion. [I examined Daniel’s Dif- 
courfe, and could difcover nothing in 
the Picture he had drawn, but what 
I thought perfectly confiftent with 
Reafon, and becoming the Majefty 
of God. The Chimeras and Contra- 
diétions of the Magi, found no Room 
in the Theology of the Hebrews; but 
this was not enough for me. The 
Prophet only declard his Syftem, and 
a Declaration is no Evidence. A 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 143, &e. 
Thing 
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Thing is not always a whit the more 
real becauife ‘tis plaufible, and fome- 
thing more than Probability is necef- 
fary for the Belief of Facts. I hop'd 
that Daniel had declar’d nothing but 
what was true, yet I was not yet 
fure of it. He had not infifted 
long enough upon the Principles that 
might ferve to defeat ty Sufpicions, 
and had but juft hinted them. At 
that Time our Wars commenced with 
the Affyrians; and in the Victories 
which I gained, I faw the Accomplifh- 
ment of the Fewi/h Prophecies. This 
Event began to difpel my Doubts. 
In order to confirm myfelf farther in 
my new Opinion, when I became 
Matter of Afyria, 1 confulted the 
Fewifh Priefts, examined the Proofs 
on which their Religion is founded, 
and thought them undeniable. They 
carried Conviction tomy Mind. My 
Reafon could not deny its Affent to 
a Religion that ftood upon fuch a 

Bafis, 


¥ 


So 
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Bafis, and my Heart began to enjoy — 
that *Tanqaillizy which ss GGhiedces : 
I had Icarnt in my Travels, had only — 
ferved to ruffle. t qiheg 

Arafpes xeply’d, with an Ait of . 
Banter, If the Difcoveries made to — 
you upon the Head of Religion, were 
not fatisfactory to your Mind, you~ 
were handfomly made Amends by — 
the profound Knowledge you acquir'd © 
of the Laws, and you return’d from 
your Travels better qualify’ to be 
the Legiflator, than the Conquerorp” 
of Afia. 1 










That's very apparent, faid Cyrus; 
with a Smile, and my Capacity, in” 
that refpect, may be judged of by” 
the Effects it has produc'd. Perfia” 
has a new Face fince my Return, and 
all the Haff acknowledges my Lawsi" 
That, added he, was the Effe& of ® 
my Studies. 


But | 





a ea ial a 





~s Il. New Crrorvezptia. 


bie really, faid Arafpes, you can= 


not afcribe this to what you gain’d in 
your Travels; for Solon’s School was 
not the only Place where you learnt 
the Law which you have now efta- 
blifh’d in Afa. 


| Oh! faid Cyrus, I pretend to excel 
my Tutors, and to make a new 
‘Code, as F good as theirs. 


_ “Tis true, reply'd Arafpes, that 
one great Secret to make new Difco- 
veries in Law, is to have an Army of 
a hundred thoufand Men in the Field, 
and to know how to conduét it well. 

This gives an Infight into a thoufand 
fine Things, which others would ne- 
ver have thought of, and makes a 
Man, in the twinkling of an Eye, a 
greater Legiflaror than Minos, Liur- 
gus, or Solon. 


ree: But 
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at Peace, and Scythia will no mor 7 
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_ But Raillery apart, weeeal 
you are now the quiet. Poffeflor t 
two valt Empires. Egypt will think 
herfelf very happy, if you let her be 















prefume, now the Medes have a War= 
like Prince, to continue the Incurfions 
which their Effeminacy incourag’d 
her to make into their Territories. 
Perhaps you will be willing to em- 
ploy your leifure Time to give new 
Laws to your Subjects, and then thof 
which you made yourfelf Mafter of 
in your Fravels,. will be of ver 
great Help to you. 2 toga 


Undoubtedly, reply’d Cyras,. a liter 
tle Republic is the exact Model. by | 
which a great Monarchy ought to be 
regulated, and we will have the fas 
Police in all Afa, as in a fingle Cie 
of Greece. The only Option: lies 
between Sparta and Athens.* Help 


~*. The Travels of Cyrus, VoleI. p. 213. + @ 
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me to determine it, for lam puzzled 
which'to chufe.* © - | 
es 


oT fee, Sir, faid: Arafpes, that 
now I muft have a Care what I 
fay. You are in a jefting Vein, 
and you take me up at every Word. 
I will endeavour, hereafter, to give 
you lefs Advantage. But to return 
to our Laws. Is there nothing in 
thofe of Egypt that you think worthy 
of Imitation ? F 


te Indeed, reply'd Cyrus, Egypt is 2 
great Monarchy: But what need is 
there of going out of Perfia to learn 
the Hiftory and Laws of Egypt? And 
if that Knowledge was indifpenfably 
neceffary for a great Prince, could not 
Pacquire it at a cheaper Rate ? Befides, 
if the Bufinefs of Government, and 
the Ambition of becoming a good 
Judge, had) been the Objects of my 





* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 259. 
| t Ibid. p. r7r. 
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Paffion, I fhould have found more 
Helps for it in Pervfia, than were re- 
quifite. You know how eager they 
are there in the Study of the Law, 
and that Lectures of it are read to us 
in the public Schools, at an Age when 
we are neither in a Capacity to com- 
rehend them, nor in the Humour to 
relifh them x. I might therefore have 
been a great Civilian without going 
fo far, but it wasnever my Inclina- 
tion. I always imagin’d that it w 
the Duty of a Prince to approve him= 
felf a Judge, rather than a Lawyer, 
and that he ought to apply himfel 
much more to find out the Character 
and Talents of thofe whom he fets uf 
to adminifter Juftice, than to unravel 
the Intricacies of a Queftion of Law. 








Why then, faid Avafpes, did, you 


of the Laws in the Courfe of youl 
Travels ? 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 4. 
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’- Have not I already told you, faid 
Cyrus, that I did not know what I 
would be at, nor why? I was then 
the fame Man in the Hands of Cam- 
byfes and Mandana, as ‘I have been 
fince in the Hands of the Writer of 
my Travels. 1 chang’d my Tafte 
and Genius, purely to aflume fuch 
Character as they thought fit to give 
me. 


* Then, faid Arafpes, your inform- 
ing yourfelf of certain odd Cuftoms 
eftablifh’d among all the Nations, 
whofe Laws you thought fit to con- 
fult, was only for the Sake of a little 
Diverfion ? 


* When all’s done, if that was my 
Defign, faid Cyrus, I have not had 
very bad Succefs. : 


_ There’s but one little Objection, 
faid Avafpes, which I fee, againft 
G 3 your 
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your having fuch a View; “a: that 
your Hiftorian will not allow you 
Brains enough for fucha Contrivance s 
fo that, if you pleafe, you muft re- 
vert to the rk Syftem, and fay, that 
you aéted fo without knowing why. 
Oh! seply’d Cyrus, with yout ‘Au. 
thor’s, Leave, { plainly faw what |] 
was doing. I perceived every Time, 
that all my Doétors in Law taught 
me nothing, and that, as to the 
Laws, all chat I learnt lately, wa: 
perfectly trifling. Indeed, as to Po 
licenefs, and whatever concaiinaien a 
the Agreeablenels of Society, it w 
not ealy to add to. the Lectures whic 
I had received in this Kind at t 
Court of Echatana*. As to good Or 
der, and inoffenfive Behaviour, whai 
Could dele #aose’than pine I fa 
already publifh'd, and even practis 
in Perfiat? Now, with fuch Difpo: 


3 
* ‘The Travels of bet Vol. I. p. 6, Kee 
* Ibid. P. 34 kc. 4 
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sas thefe, was not I very well 


7 alify’ d to ae without any ot other In- 
_ ftruction, and to perceive the Defeét 
of thok har were given me ?—But I 
believe we are both tired. Let us 
: drop the irkfome Remembrance of 

my Travels, and, at prefent, only 

think of taking neceflary Nourifh- 
1 ment and Reft, for we muft go thro’ 
a great deal oF Bufinefs To-morrow. 
At thefe Words Cyrus and Arafpes 
parted, and met, for feveral Days to- 
peether, upon more important Affairs 
than difcourfing upon _Aramys’s 
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The Tuirp Eveninc’s Conver fation. 








wore | 2 RUS was a great Lover 
ach | of Hunting, the Favourite 
figs a | Diverfion of Heroes and 
= Conquerors, and an Ex- 
ercife which, in the very Calms of 
Peace, gives them a lively Image of 
War, and reminds them of | their 
Conquefts and their Glory. A mon- 

. | ftrous 
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A Supplement to the 





doxian, or that ram’ Wee reu ule: 
deliver'd the Evymanthean Foreft. 
ravag d the neighbouring Country a 
Babylon, making fuch dreadful Ha- 
vock of the Corn and Cattle, ee 
the Husbandman and the Sheph 

were afraid to venture out of thei 
Cots. Cyrus knew this, and, like 


another Hercules, after having rootes 
out Tyrants, being refolvd to rid th 


Earth of Monfters too, he attack’ 













and kill’d the Wild Boar "with his owr 
Hands. Being fatigu’d with the Toi 
which this Victory had coft him, hi 
was retiring to one of his Hence 
Seats, hen he was detain‘ on th 
Way by a more engaging Objed 
As he was defcending into a Vale, h 
perceived, on the Declivity of a Hil 
a {pacious Grotto, which Nature ha 
dug in’ the Rock... The Tapeftry ¢ 
its Walls wasan ever-green Mofs, amt 
all round it was a little Plain of abot 
a hundred Paces; where Nature alon 
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provided Rows of Lime-Trees, 
ich, furnifh’d a» healthful Shade, 
in with their. twining Bowne: 
form’d in feveral Places delightful 
“Bowers. Out -of this Rock there 
‘fpouted a Torrent of clear Water, 
which, after having made itfelf a Bafin 
‘ins the Middle of rhe Grotto, roll'd 
by twenty different Cafcades into valt 
Pieadows at the Foot of -the Hill, 
“as charming as che beautiful Tempe, 
‘and thofe famous Vales of Theffaly, 
‘fo much boafted by the Poets. Here 
“a hundred different Springs, that iffued 
‘from the Hills, form’d as many Ca- 
‘nals, whofe pure Waters made the 
Air’ cool, and the Soil fertile, and 
divided che Vale intoa vaft ndabatd of 
“little Iflands, which were all different 
~borh in Raced and Size. On the 
Banks of thefe Streams were lon 
Walks ot Willows and Poplars, where 
the tender Nightingale was admir’d 
for her {weet Melody ; while nu- 
‘ ppevous Flocks skipped. upon’ the 
' Grafs, 
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Grafs, and the Hills echoed inceffantly 
with the harmonious Lays . ‘sh 
Shepherds, fitting in the Shade, 

by ‘Turns, with their Rural Pipes, acl 
lebrated hibit Gods, their Flocks, ‘thea! . 
flowry Meadows, chet chafte Amour’ ' 
and the innocent Charms of shite! 
Shepherdeffes. The falfe Delicacy of | 
the Medes and Affyrians, had not 
vitiated the Tafte of Cyrus. He fill 





plicity, and had the Senfe to prefer 
the Pleafures fhe prefented, before the 7 
fantaftical Niceties of far-fetch’d Lux: — 
ury. The Profpect before his Eyes 
fo enchanted him, that he was de- 
firous to pafs the Remainder of the. 
Day in this Grotto ; and the Fare his 
Officers had prepared for him was— 
brought hither. It feem’d as if the” 
God Morpheus himfelf had fprinkled | 
it with the kindly Juice of his moifteft — 
Poppies ; for fcarce had the Prince — 
finifh’d hits Repaft, when his weary — 
Limbs were overtaken with a fweet 
Slumber, 
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Slumber, from which he was rior till 
very late awaked, by the Lowing of 
the Cattle, as they returned from 
their fat Paftures to their Stabl&. 
Cyrus, even after he was awake, could 
not tell how to leave this delightful 
Place. He walkd a while with 
Arafpes, under the Lime-Trees with- 
out the Grotto, and prefently faid to 
his Favourite, Can you tell what I 
have been taken up with in my 


Nap ? 


To any other but a great Monarch, 
I fhould have made anfwer, faid 
Aafpes, that he had been taken up 
with fleeping. But fuch Spirits as 
yours are never at Reft. To them 
even Sleep is Gain, and they often fee 
the Birth of Projects. 





No more of your Compliments, 
faid Cyrus, but attend to my Dream, 
which has arifen from our two Con- 
verfations. I imagin’d I was reading 

othe 
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the Hiftory of my Travels, and that 
I there met with a large Collection 
of excellent Laws. I thought im- 
mediately of eftablifhing them thto’- _ 
out the whole Extent of my Domi-_ 
nions, and aétually took Meafures to 
remove the Obftacles which hinder'd 
the Execution of my Defign. 24 
Alas! Sir, faid Arafpes, fince you 
are fetting up for a Legiflator, upon’ 
the Plan drawn up by Aramys, pray 
begin with putting a Law in Forée; 
which that Hiftorian afctibes to the 
Perfians, viz. Lhat which gives a 
Power to profecute a Man whois 
guilty of Ingratitude *. You will — 
thereby do me a vaft Pleafure, for’ 
your Favours to me have put me in — 
a Condition to oblige a Multitude of 
People, who never fo much as think 
of making me any Acknowledge- 


: 
7 
ot 
§ 
bi 
E 








* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. §- 
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ment :for the Services I have done. 


them. 


z 
' 


Aramys only charges that Law to our 
Account by Way of Banter ; for 
never was there any fuch Law in 
Perfia: Perfia aims at Things of 
more Importance, and leaves fuch 
Vifions to the Egyptians, who, by 
an. over-fondnefs for Grandeur and 
Elegance, often run into. Whimfies, 
In the Collection of their Laws, there 
is that you have been talking of, 
which really is no great Argument 
of the good Senfe of thofe who made 
it... For, in order to punifh Ingrati- 
tude, it fhould at firft be very nicely 
determin'd what it is to be ungrate- 
ful ;. what are the particular Cafes 
wherein a Perfon may be deem’d to 
deferve that Character ; and how far 
Gratitude fhould go. A Price ought 
to be fet upon every Benefit, even 
thofe which are, as we may.call it, in 

their 


’Tis probable, faid Cyrus, that 
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their own Nature invaluable, and for 
which the Benefactor has no Reward, 
bur the Pleafure he took in ei 


them. 









But fuppofe the tepillatcnive to re 
got out of this Labyrinth, and that 
he rates the very Degrees of Affec- 
tion in a Service, which fo far enhance 
the Value of it; Does he render 
People a whit che more grateful 2 
No ; he only alters the Nature’ 
our Obligations. Inftead of a Cor- 
refpondence, founded only in Gene- 
rofity on the one Part, and in Since- 
rity on the other, he ‘fabfticutes Ob- 
ligations of Juftice ; and Gratitude, j 
which was no more “thie a frank Ex- 
change of good Offices, becomes a _ 
Trafhck, a mercenary Barter, which 
debafes noble Souls, and accuftoms — 
them to have an Eye to fordid In- 
tereft, in every good Action they do. 
“Tis plain, therefore, that this Law is 
equally whimfical and pernicious. 


P fam- 
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Pfammetichus, when he eftablifh’d 
it, fuffer'd his Eyes to be dazzled by 
‘the falfe Glare which it ftrikes the Mind 

with at the firft View ; and tho’ it 

has fubfifted in Egypt for many Ages, 
it was never fo much as once put in 

Execution. Yet how many Services 

and Favours have fuffer’d Oblivion 
there all the while from Ingratitude! 


But to make you amends for fuch 
a Law, I will take Care to eftablifh 
another, which the Writer of m 
Travels will, undoubtedly, not fail to 
infert in his learned Colledtion. 


After the Example of the Kings 
of Egypt *, I will make an Order, 
that every Morning, when I have 
offer'd up my Prayers in the Temple, 
a High Prieft fhall come and reproach 
me before the whole Court in a long 
Harangue, with Faults which his own 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 172. 
H Ima- 
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Imagination, or his Ignorance of Af 
fairs, will not fail to magnify: Thefe 
fhall he paint with the moft lively 
Colours that his Eloquence can in-. 
vent, taking Care to fotten the Picture: 
a courteous Infinuation, that he 
believes I only fell into them thro’ 
Weaknefs, and an implicit Regard to 
the evil Counfels you gave me: Then 
will his Refentment break out againft 
ou, and, to crown his Harangue, 
hell load the wicked Minifter who 
governs me, with Imprecations. Bt 
fear nothing; thofe vehement Invec- 
tives will be of the greateft Service to: 
us in the World, and only tend to 
make us the more dear tothe People, 
who will make it a Law to themfelves 
bitterly to bewail thofe Men after 
their Death, who were reprefented te 
them, when living, as unworthy of 
their Efteem and Affection. | 








I am) 








Tam very much obliged to you, 
teplyd Ara/pes, for the Amends you 
make me ; but, thanks to thé Gods, 
I can very well make a Shift without 
fach Equivalent. As for perfuading 
your Court and Subjects chat I only 
am to blame for all the falfe Steps you 
have taken, I want no High Prieft 
to come with great Ceremony, and 
to pronounce me guilty of them ac- 
cording to the Law ; for the Publick 
are already but too apt, without the 
Intervention of the Laws, to acquit 
their Sovereigns, and condemn their 
Minifters. Befides, if we were upon 
a Par ; — but hold, I was perhaps 
going to fay toomuch. No, believe 
me, Sir, fince you are for adopting 
fome of the Laws of Egypt, take that 
which orders the Profecution of the 
Dead *. “Tis a very diverting one ; 
by it we come at a thorow Know- 


| * The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 174. 
: H 2 ledge 
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ledge of the Living; we dilcover a 
thoufand little Memoirs of Secret 
Hiftory, that are very curious and 
entertaining ; and, after having di- 
verted ourfelves in the Courfe of the 
Trial, we pafs a Sentence without 
Relu@tance on the Conviét, when 
we fee him not afraid of the Confe- 
quences. If you do but eftablifh this 
Cuftom, added he, I befpeak the Ex- 
ercife of that Judicature for myfelf 
exclufive of all your other Minifters. 
This will give me Pleafure, after the 
Fatigue of all my other Functions : 
And then, God knows how much I 
fhall be fear’d and courted by a worle 
of Families, whofe Secrets will be in 


my keeping. 



















There’s but one Difficulty that 
hinders me, faid the Prince. How 
fhall we do after a Battle? The 
Enemy will efcape, and we fhall lof 
all the Fruits of the Victory, whili 
we are taken up with our Inquiries. | 


Neve 


ane eel” 
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» Never fear that, reply’d Arafpes, 
we will then difpatch Affairs, as your 
Judges difpatch them, when the Time 
draws near in which you permit them 
to take fome Months Refpite. We'll 
all the Slain at once, and judge 
them by the Lump. The Soldiers 
kill'd in your Service, will always be 
the honefteft Fellows in the World, 
and your Enemies will be Wretches 
worthy of a worfe Fate than what 
they have juft undergone. 3 


| According to your Way of Talking, 
faid Cyrus, 1 fancy you would allo 
advife me to order, that the Wives 
throughout my Dominions may be 
in common, as they are in Sparta*. 


Why not, reply’d Arafpes? you 


cannot think how it would fhorten 


| * The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 218, &c. 
| | H 3 our 
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could but a Way be found out to in-— 


all Afia muft be bur one Family + i 
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our Uneafinefs, Care, and Trouble, 


troduce this happy pr siterie 
could it once be receiv’d, 2 ea 
were the Property of the ete, 7 
than of theiv Husbands*. 
heey ig 
So that at this Rate, siided Cyrus, 


in which, properly fpeaking, there 
would: be neither Father,-nor Mother 
not Children, nor Friendfhip, nor Care, 
norTendernefs snorDependance,among 
the particular Members, bur the State 
would fupply the Place of All. / Ig 
order therefore to reduce this conve. 
nient Syftem into Practice, begin firlt i 
of all, for a good Example ; gene= 7) 
roufly to lend thy Wife to—— 
ae 
No ; by your leave, Sir, Arafpes 
bluntly reply'd, I don't pretend te 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 219. 
+ Ibid. p. 220. 4 
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any Generofity in that Article. I 
have a Tafte altogether the fame with 
the Niggard and the Cit ; I am for 
keeping a Wife to my felf alone ; I 
find too that I have a Spirit mean 
enoughto be fond of Children, and that 
I can't live without the Cares and Un- 
eafinefles of a Family. I am fome- 
times afham‘d on’t, but endeavour to 
make myfelf eafy by confidering what 
Numbers there are of the fame Kid- 
mney ; and then I am too far advanc'd 
in Years to reform. | 


© Yow are in the right, -faid Cyrus; 
‘The Heart of Man is form’d for At- 
tachment to Views lefs abftraéted, and 
more confin'd than a State, a Repub+ 
Tick, dc. and thofe loofe and general 
‘Engagements which tend to the va- 
cating of all particular ones, are Chi- 
‘meras which human Nature is not 
capable of admitting. ‘The prevailing 
‘Byafs of Man, and that which is moft 
‘Wifficult for him to fhake off, is the 
H 4 Prine 
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Principle of Property ; anda Tafte for 
particular Unions, is too univerfal, and _ 
too deeply rooted in our Hearts, not 
to be a Law of Nature. — ment 


















I conceive that a handful of Men 
may form a feparate Syftem to them-_ 
felves, and for a while purfue it 5 
but the Multitude will always abane 
don them, to adhere to the Syftem_ 
of Nature. They who moft affect 
Singularity, are compell’d at laft to” 
recede from it. Nature, in fpight of 
Oppofition, infenfibly recovers her 
Prerogatives, and we fhall fee Lace- 
daemon, fooner or later, depart from 
odd Cuftoms, and refume the com=-— 
mon Ttacks:ic? sidhs Fie : 


Really it would be in vain for hu- 
man Laws to multiply the Objects 
of our Love. ‘They have no Power 
over the Heart ; and, as at the fame 
Time they could’ not make a pro-) 
portionable Addition to that Stock of 
eo ae 3 Ten- 
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-Tendernefs of which we are capable, 
-inftead of the moft univerfal Com- 
munity in the Article of Wives, we 
fhould find thofe particular Engage- 
ments, thofe fweet Unions which fo 
powerfully attra&t the Heart of Man, © 
would revive every Day, in Defiance 
of the Laws. But what Jealoufies! 
what Troubles, Strife, and Violence, 
would not Exceptions of this Kind 
occafion? The Refervednefs of Wives 
would then be as pernicious to Society, 
‘as their Incontinency may be at this 
‘Time ; and the Inconveniencies which 
-you would propofe to avoid, are not 
comparable to the fatal Confequences 
of your monftrous Syftem; nor to 
mention the Care of Children, Subor- 
dination, ¢9c. nor a thoufand other 
Ties of Society, which would, by 
that means, be made void 





Suffer me, Sir, faid Arafpes, to 
interrupt you: I never heard you 
“talk fo profoundly and eloquently be- 


fore ; 
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fore; bur I fear that the Vehemence 
with which you argue, fatigues you, 
Befides, you really {pend yourfelf to 
no Purpofe. Do you think me fo 
bereft of good Senfe, not to perceive 
the Extravagance of the Lacedemoa- 
nian Laws? 


No, reply’d Cyrus ; but as_ this 
Subject fell in the Way of our Con- 
verfation, I was very glad to tell you 
what I thought of it, and to bring 
more than one Example to confirm 
what I advanced Yefterday, that the 
Knowledge I had acquir'd in my Trae — 
vels, was of no Service to me for 
governing the People, and rendering 


them happy. 
Oh! but, faid Arafpes, you will 


pleafe to except what you learnt 
at Tyre, in the Article of Commerce. 


And what Ufe could I make of it, 


-reply’d Cyrus, for Perfia? Befides, 


you 


Ev x. New Crvrorzpia. 
you very well know that | have no 


Tafte for Trade, and that I never had 
a Mercantile Soul. 


I don’t know it, reply’d-Arafpes ; for 
when I faw the Eagernefs with which 
you put Queftions to Ecuiba] *, and 
how attentively you Jiftened to him, I 
imagined that you had a mighty Mind 
to enrich yourfelf by that Method 
which you would take to, fooner, or 
later, when you were tired of the 
- Wats» which have fince employ’ 
you. tt 


» Could I, faid Cyrus, behave other- 
wife? You are very fenfible chat the 
only: Way to profit by Converfation, 
is to talk with People upon what they 
know, or what concerns them, and 
fometimes both together. I was with 
a King; but fuch a King as was little 
more than a Merchant who had fail’d, 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 79, 80. 
and 
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and was fet up again: What could I 
do better, in Acknowledgment of the 
civil Entertainment he gave me, than 
to talk with him about his Commerce, 
and to feem delighted with the Leflons 
which he read me on that Subje& 2 
And I could the lefs excufe myfelf . 
from that Piece of Complaifance, be- 
caufe the honeft Prince feemed, to 
me, exceflively fond of being reckon’d 


profoundly skill’d in the Affair. 


Indeed, faid Arafpes, 1 never met 
with a Man fo vain, or that could 
romance with fo much Impudence, 
for his own Advantage. He afcended 
the Zyrian Throne much about the 
Time that we were in Arabia with 
Amenopbis: For the honeft Hermit 
did not then know * what was be- 
come of his Friend, and was not in- 
form’d of it ‘till after our Departure, 


by an Expres f which the grateful 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 153. 
¢ Ibid. Vol. II. p. 72. | nO 
Prince 
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Prince took care to fend to him as 
foon as he came to the Throne: 
Now we had fcarce {pent a Year in 
our Travels to Egypt and Greece. 
Therefore Ecnibal had been King of 
Tyre but about that Space of Time, 
when we arrived from Greece, in 
Phenicia; and, moreover, half of 
this Year ought to be placed to the 
Account of the Journey he made 
to Arabia, + in Queft of Amenopbis, 
and afterwards to Babylon, to do 
Homage for his Crown to Nebuchad- 
mexzar. Yet, to hear him talk, * 
one would have taken him for a 
Prince of confummate Experience in 
Affairs, and that had reign’d twenty 
Years atleaft. That prodigious Con- 
courfe of Foreign Veffels, the Fleets, 
Warehoufes, Manufactures, + all the 
Splendor of Zyre, its Wealth and 
Power were owing to his Credit and 


+ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 73. 
* Ibid. p. 79, 80, &c. 
t Ibid. p. 83. 
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Management ; the Work, in {hort of 
a Prince whofe Name and Acceffion 
to the Crown, were {carce yet known 
Abroad, and who had hitherto given 


bur {mall Hopes ar Home of a happy 


Government. When Perfons aim at 
the Reputation of a Merit - which 
they have not, there is, at leaft, a 
Neceffity of keeping up a Probability 
in the Qualifications which they pre- 
tend to. . 


As to good Qualities, faid Cyrus, 
he did not want them. He was a 
Man of Senfe, and very well versd — 
in the Interefts of his Kingdom. No- 
thing could be better conceiv'd, than 
what he told us of the Methods for 
re-eftablifhing and reviving Come 
merce. 


How! Sir, cry’d Avafpes. You have 
never hear’d then, thar all that fine Dif- 
courfe was only a Leflon which Eensbal 


had learnt by Heart, and which he 
| rehearled 
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rehearfed to all Foreigners that carhe 
to fee him. 


I perceive by this Paflage, faid 
Cyrus, that Il-nature for which you 
have been fo often reproached, 


Sir, reply’'d Arafpes, before the 
Day is over, you will do me more 
Juftice. “While we were at Tyre, a 
Book fell into my Hands, intitled, 
The Adventures of Telemachus, 
where I met * with that fine Difcourfe 
almoft Word for Word, which did 
Ecnibal fo much Honour in your 
Efteem ; and I long ‘till we are at 
Babylon, in order to convince you 
that my Cenfure is far from unjuft. 


After having alittle better confider’d 
of the Matter, faid Cyrus, I begin to 


believe you. Indeed I remember to 


* The Adventures of Zelemachus, 'Tom. t. 


1.3. and 8. : 


have 
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have read fomething like. it in Telee 
machus. When all is faid and done, 
it was fcarce natural for a aia who 


was brought up in pope of his 
Parents, and who had fpent the Life 


ofa Vagabond, or a Soldier, fhould 


be able, in lefs than a Year, to- know 


-fo rime and talk fo well, of all the 


Laws of Commerce, of the Interefts 
of the different States, and wile enou 

to read political T Ana to me, MES 
had been thirty Years forming, with 
fo much Care, for the great Art’ of 
Governing, ait to give Me, as to the 
Method of governing Perf a in pat» 
ticular, New Notions and Maxims, 
which I had not met with in other 
Countries *. 


With the Help of a good Book, 
fuch as Zelemachus, {aid Arafpes, one 
makes a great Progrefs in a little 


Time. 


* Adventures of Zelem. 'Tom, 1. p. 100. 


After 


oes TY 
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After all, reply’d Cyrus, as much 
as Ihave been imposd on, I do not 
repent my Complaifance, which, if 
I did not owe to the Perfon that {poke 
to me, was at leaft due to the Things 
that were told me. 


Oh! As for Complaifance, I never 
faw fo much of it in you, as in that 
Journey, faid Arafpes: Witnels what 
happend to us with Amenophis. © 


What happen’d to us when with 


him, {aid the Prince ? 


How could you forget it, Sir, faid 
Arafpes?. 1 remember it well, and 
will now revive it to your Memory. 


When we landed at Tyre, who 
fhould we meet upon the Mole, * but 
that honeft Man Amenophis, who, 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 65. — 
- I ; pro- 
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probably, weary of Solitude, was 
come thither to give a little Relaxa- 
tion to his Mind. To fee the Figure — 
that he made, and to coniider his Oc- 


-cupation, I fhould never have taken 


him for a great Philofopher, and for 
a Perfon of the greateft Power and 
Efteem in Zyre. He was not to be 


. pa hadees from the Croud, and. he 


feem'd to give Attention to the fame 
Affairs that draw Numbers of the 
Populace to the Keys of Babylon, 


where fometimes we faw them ear- 


neftly gazing at the Furrows which a 
Hay-boat cuts in the Euphrates. | We 


prefently knew one another, and, 
after many Embraces, inftead of ac- 
companying us to our Lodging, or 
offering us one, Amenophis carry’d us 
abruptly a League from thence into 
the open Country, * where, as we 
fate upon a Rock, he gave us the 


Hiftory of his Travels from Arabia 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p.66. © 
to 
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to Phenicia, which he might as well 
have told us at his own Lodgings. 
‘We were fatigued with a long Voyage 
by Sea; it was very cold Weather, 
‘and we wanted Nourifhment and 
Reft'; from thence judge what a Paf- 
fion I was in with him ; yet I cannot 
tell which of the two gave me moft 
‘Uneafinefs, his Indifcretion, or your 
“Complaifance to requite it, and the 
- Calmnefs with which, when we were 
in fuch a fad Plight, you gave Ear to 
his tedious Tale. I was tempted 
‘twenty times to interrupt him in the 
"Middle of it, and to affront him, 
which [had certainly done, but for 
the Refpect ow’d to you. I heldmy 
‘Tongue to the laft ; but, Sir, you 
will grant, that it requir'd even more 
Complaifance than you had for the 
King of Zyre, to bear fuch Treatment. 


I'remember it now, faid Cyrus ; 
“Tis true that the good Man did forget 
himfelf very much upon this Occafion. 


2 This 


ing 
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This ungenteel Carriage did not favor 
of the Courtier; but with him the 
Courtier was eclipfed by the Hermit. © 

: ‘ i PR 

But muft a Man be a Courtier, 
faid Avafpes ? or, muft he needs 
know the World, to avoid fuch an 
Impropriety ? Does not common Senfe- 
dictate, that the firlt Thing we fhould 
do to Strangers that come from a far 
Country, is to lodge them? 

I believe, faid Gyras, I can guefs 
what made him act fo. Amenophis 
had a Fault common to thofe’of his? 
Age; thatis, he was alittle talkative: 
No doubt he was afraid, thatiaf 
he had carry’d ous direGtly to the 
King’s Palace, where -he propoled to 
lodge us, he fhould be interrupetd 
too oiten in his Story, and not be 
at Leifure to tell it after his own Way. 
This it was that, probably, inducd 
him to carry us fo far off, co the ve- 
ry great Exercife of your Patience. 

| Never 
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-  Neverthelefs, all this I forgive him, 
faid Arafpes, for the handfome Enter- 


tainment he gave us in Arabia. 


Philofophers, faid Cyrus, know 
fometimes how to make their Friends 
welcome. © 


Indeed, reply’'d Arafpes, you are 
qualify’d to {peak of this from your 
own Knowledge. Your Journey to 
the Magz, mult have inftruéted you 
on this Head: Yet I fhall not be fo 
curious as to ask you what you think 
of their Laws: For, if I may judge, 
from your own Turn of Mind, and 
your whole Air, you did not find 
them greater Doétors, in this Kind, 
than your other Mafters. 


You have guefs'd right, faid Cyrus, 
and, unlefs I fhould propofe to ftock 
Afia with {peculative Muficians, * I 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 62. 
I 3 could 
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could find nothing in the Laws of the 
Magi, proper to regulate the Manners 
of my Subjects. Linas 

Take great Care, Sir, xeply’d 
Arafpes. Your. Empire is: already 
too full of idle Fellows and Ballad 
fingers; And what, in the Name 
of Heaven! would you think of © 
increafing the Number of them? 
But pray tell me, Sir, what I ought 
to think of a Paflage which your Hi- 
ftorian puts to the Account of the 


_ Magi? Is it true, that thofe Philo- 


fophers begin the Education * of theit 
Children, before they are born? For 
my Part, I don’t remember to have 
ever heard of fuch a Practice; and, 
if it had been mention’d in my Com= — 
pany, I am not a Man to forget fo 

merry an Article. eatiak 

ine 


I don't underftand you faid Cyrus, 


® Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1 p. 63. ee 
Task 
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Task you, Sir, reply’d Avafpes, if 
it be true, that the Magz, while their 
Wives are with Child, take Care to 
keep them always in Tranguillity, 
and a. perpetual Chearfulnefs, by 
fweet and innocent Amufements, to 
the End that, in the Mother's Womb, 
the Fruit might receive none but 
agreeable Impreffions. 


.| That's a very pretty Fancy, in my 
Opinion. Aramys was, no doubt, a 
Man of Gallantry. He had a Mind 
to. make his Court to the Ladies, by 
procuring them fuch Tokens of Re- 
gard and ia ta from their Husbands, 
as they could not avoid paying them, 
after fo unpolite a Clafs of People, 
as Philofophers generally are,. had fet 
them an Example. 


Oh ! asto his being a Man of Gal- 
lantry {aid Ava/pes, you certainly dohim 
I} 4 Wrong, 


Ng 
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Wrong, for never Mortal had lefs of 
it. If you had read his Book, you 
would have found him the moft cruel 
Man’ in Life to the Ladies. | It feems 


he aim’d to rid the World of the whole 


Sex, for it was as much as their Lives 
were worth, for any of the Heroines 
to appear in his Hiftory. Mandana*, 
Caffandanat, Selimat, die away at 
once, at a Time sti fuch fudden 
Deaths were leaf{t expected, and the 
Caufe ot Means thereof as. litle 
known. He makes Phya || factifice 
herfelf to fecure that Crown to her 
Husband, which he had ufurp’d. The 
cruel Hand of a barbarous Husband, 
cuts off the Days of the tender aid 
chafte’ Meliffa * *. Rbetea, only 
Rbetea, by a Sort of Miracle, efcapes 


the Author's Indignation, tho’ not 


* 'The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. oF 
+ Ibid) Vol I. p. 116. 

+ Ibid. p. 84. 

| Ibid. p. 29%. 

** bid. p. 245. 


till 
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till fhe had been a long Time in the 
Agonies of Death t. After this, Sir, 
can you fufpe& your Hiftorian of 
Gallantry ? 


No, reply’d Cyrus, I am now of 
another Opinion. I fee into his Drift. 
He had a Mind to be merry, at the 
Expence of thofe poor Philofophers, 
who were my Subjects, as well as 
my firft Mafters, which was Caufe 
' more than enough to fubjeét them to 

the Lafh of the Author of the Travels; 

and that’s the only Reafon that in- 
duc'd him to lay all the Childifh 
Things ke reports of them to their 
Account. | 


You would be yet more fully con- 
vined of it, Sir, reply’d Arafpes, 
if you did but know what a Comick 
Actor he makes of Zoroafer, that 
venerable Philofopher, the Head of 


¢ The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 44. 
the 
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the Magi, whofe Sayings. were all 
Maxims, and his Actions all Virtues, 
This sir oa I fay, does little more 
in this Hiftory than proftrating hime, 
felf, like a Lover *, at the Feet of a 
Statue of his dear Se/éma, bathing it 
inceflantly with his Tears, and giving, 
you a difmal Account of his tender 
Amours with that Princefs. 


It muft be confefs'd, faid Cyrus, that. 
this Author did not want Wir, and 
never Man had the Art of burlefquing 
a great Character to the Degree that 


he had. 


As the Prince had ended thele 
Words, the Officers came to acquaint 
him that the Hour fixed for their Re- 
turn was already expired. ‘There 
was not a Cloud to be feen at that 
Time in the Horizon, while the 
Moon’s bright Luftre made fome Sort 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 66. 
. of 
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of Amends for the Abfence of the 
Sun ; and by the Light of chat Lu- 
‘minary, which feem’d as it were to 
reftore Day to Mortals, Cyrus quickly 
return'd to Babylon, where State Af- 


fairs\hinder’'d him for a while from — 


thinking of the Hiftory of his Tra- 
vels. 
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sata i 2 RUS refolv'd one Day 
fail to take the Air in the 
neighbouring Plains of Ba- 
bylon ; and having order'd 
his Retinue to go and wait for him 
at a Gate of the Garden of his Pa- 
lace, which open’d to the Country, 


himfelf and Arafpes alone were on 
| the 
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the Way thither, when a frightful 
Cloud, driven by a Wind from the 
South, coverd the Horizon with thick 
ryarknels. The Sun feem’d to have 
bid adieu to the World, and its In- 
habitants had no Light to difcern one 
another, buit the dreadful Glimmer of 
a thoufand redoubled Flafhes of Light- 
ning. The Sky, all in a Flame, 
threatned the Earth with an immediate 
Conflagration. Terrible Thundet 
roar d in the Air, and its Bolts, which — 
were darted at feveral Parts of Aa- 
bylon, made the trembling Citizens. 
believe the World was at an End. 
Befides, a prodigious Storm of Hail 
idcemten their Terrors, and extend- 
ed its Ravages into the adjacent 


Country. 


Cyrus had but juft Time to thelter 
himielf j in a Pedi obi at one End of 
the Garden, which had been built 
fince his Conquett, and was of exe 


quifite Architecture. The Cupola 
of 
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of it, which admitted the Light -on 
all Sides, was fupported by four 
great Pilafters, and the Whole fhone 
with Gold, Marble, and Azure. The 
Roof, which was of Mofaic Painting, 
difplay'd the Virtues of Cyrus in va- 
- tious Symbols. The Bufts of the 
Kings of Perfia and Media, placed 
oppofite to one another, adorn’d the 
Bottom, and the middle Part was 
full of Pictures, in which the moft 
skilful Painters of the Eaf# had fhew’d 
an Emulation, who fhould moft hap- 
pily defcribe the principal Events of 
the Life of Cyrus. 


In one Piece, the little Prince, as 
yet a Child, traind up among a 
Company of young Shepherds, ap- 
pears with a noble and majeftick Air, 
which diftinguifhes him from his 
Companions. He feems to be pres 
fcribing Laws to them, and to be 
inftructing the giddy untaught Youths 
to pay Refpect to that Authoricy, 

which 
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which the exalted Sentiments, and 
great Talents of Heroes, challenge 
over thofe with whom Fortune fome- 
times takes a Pleafure to confound 
them. 2 ‘ 

In another, Cyrus is fhewing the 
Exercifes of Mars, to the valiant 
Perfian, as yet unacquainted with 
the Difcipline of War. | Batallions 
and ea feem to be flying in 
an Inftant from one End of the Field 
to the other, with the fame Rapidity 
as the Bird of fupiter cleaves the 
Air, or as an Arrow out of a Bow, 
that is bent by the nervous Arm of 
a Parthian. The Prince ftands im- 
moveable, giving his Orders, and by 
his Gefture animates and regulates 
their Evolutions... His . mettlefome 
Courfer, enraged to be conftrain’d, 
champs the Bit, {norts and fumes at 
the Noftuls, throws Clods of Foam 
all about him, tears up the Ground 

with 


Evn lV. New Crropapta. 
with his Heels, and raifes a Cloud of 


Duft round his Mafter like a Whirl- 
wind. 


At a farther Diftance, Cyrus ap> 
pears in the Plains of Pafagardis, 
fpreading Terror and Deftruétion 
among the Batallions of the Medes. 
His Arms dyd with Blood, his furly 
Brow, his fparkling Eyes, his fiery 
-Countenance, his formidable Sword, 
lifted up ready to ftrike the mortal 
Blow, chill the very Blood in the 
Veins of the moft daring Hearts. In 
fhort, the God Mars himfelf, when 
he glutted his Rage with Blood and 
Slaughter in the Fields of Thrace, did 
not appear fo fierce and terrible. The 
affrishted Mede flies every where be- 
fore him, as the Shepherds and their 
Flocks, in the Plains of Africa, run 
at the Sight of the roaring Lyon, that 
comes down from the Hills for its 
Prey. 


K On 
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‘On one Side of this Pidture, a 
fame Cyrus, now become another 


_ Creature, flies to.meet Aftyages; whom 


they are bringing to him a Prifoner. 
Such is the tender Affe@tion and. 
compaffionate Goodnefs of the victo-. 
rious Prince, that with one Hand he, 
places on his Grandfather’s Head. the. 
Crown which the Medes had loft by, 
the Fortune of War, while with the, 
other he breaks the Chains, with. 
which the unrelenting Soldier had; 
prefum’d to bind the vanguiflrd. 
Monarch. at 


The other End of the Bar ie. 
fhews mad Belhazzar, ata Table, _ 
with his Courtiers, abandon’d, with- — 
out any Fear or Thought, to ‘all. the 
Exceffes of Debauchery. Intemperate, 
Joy, an effeminate Senfuality, an un-,, 
bridled Licentioufnels, a brutifh Ime, 
piety, are manifeft in the Counte- 


nances of ‘the Guefts, when a fatal ’ 
3 Hand 
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Hand comes to put an End to their 


Riot, and to write the Sentence of 
their Deftrution upon the Wall. 


In the next Piece beyond that; Ky- 


phvates, in Obedience to the Will of 
Cyrus, quits its old Channel, and_ 


rtins into the new one dug by the in- 
defatigable Perfians. ‘The vigilant 
Cyrus, at the Head of a chofen Body 
of his Troops, makesan Advantage.of 
this Incident, and of the ftupid Indo- 
lence of the 4fyrians, while Babylon 
is aftonifhd to find the Euphrates 
gone, and i:s Place fupply’d .by a 
Flood of Enemies, which enter within 
its Walls, and bring this ftately City 


for ever under their Subjection. 


_ Oppofite to this,’ Cyrus fits upon 
a Throne, dictating Decrees. A 
whole Nation of Captives ftand round 

him, but he only gives the Word, 
anid their Fetters inftantly feem to 


drop off of themfelves. The firft 


K 2 Moments 
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Moments of their Liberty are devoted 
to the Expreflions of Gratitude to 
their Deliverer, the Tranfports of 
which the Painter has happily ex- 
prefled in their Attitude, Air, and the. 
various Motions which they feem to 
make. 


In another Place, Cyrus is repre- 
fented as offering a ‘Sacrifice to the 
immortal God, and the Perfan, the 
Mede, and the Affyrian, over-againtt 
him, vowing eternal Friendfhip at the 
fame Altar. Prace, that Daughter 
of Heaven, defcends to the jslcar a 
the Empyrzum in a Silver Cloud, and, 
with a Lace of Gold and Silk, joins 
the Hands of the new Allies together, — 
and, by double Knots, forms Ties 
for uniting thofe Nations for ever un- 
der one and the fame Empire. * Re- 
ligion, with her Hands full of In- 
cenfe ; Lhemis, weighing the Claims 


of Men, and the Prerogatives of the 


Gods, in her Balance; Plenty, having 
her 
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her Head crown’d with Flowers and 
Fruits ; and tranquil Security, with its 
Eyes fhut, encompafs the Altars ; 
and round them appear Figures of 
wanton Smiles and Frolicks, the Graces 
and Pieafures, with a numerous Com- 
pany of Nymphs and young Shep- 
herds, dancing in a Circle to the Sound 
of Hautboys. : 


Thefe Paintings were, for moft Part, 
but juft finifh’d, and Cyrus had not 
yet feen them in their Perfection. But 
his Attention was immediately en- 
-grofled by fomething more worthy 
of his Contemplation, than the Plea- 
fure of examining Pictures. 


At one End of the Pavilion was a 
Balcony, with a Profpeét over all the 
Country. Thither went Cyrus and 
his Favourite ; and from thence they 
with Pity beheld the Damage done 
by the late Tempeft. A thoufand 
- Torrents, from the neighbouring 
K 3 Hills, 
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- Hills, had drown’d the Plain, and 
ain the Fall wafhed away. rich Crops 
of Corn, Trees, Cattle, Shepherds, 
and Cottages.) All the flat Country 
was but one vaf{t Sea, refembling the 
Ocean, after being troubled by the 
furious North-Wind, when the dif- 
mal Effects of its Rage are feen in 
Shipwrecks; when, befides the Mafts, 
the Cordage, the Benches of the 
Rowers, and the Heaps of Riches 
brought in vain from the remoteft 
Parts of the World, we fee the livid 
Bodies of the covetous Merchant, and 
the bold Mariner, floating on the 
Water, fad Victims of fenfelefs Ava- 
rice. Cyrus fhew'd, by a thoughtful 
Silence, how much he was afflicted at 
this difaftrous Scene ; and then leok- 
ing with a forrowful Eye upon his 
Favourite, he cry d, drafpes, What 
Nunabers of People has Heaven this — 
Day rendered milerable | 


Very 


—* 
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soVery true, Sir, reply’d Arafpes, bur 
‘tis a Comfort both to them and you, 
that you are in aCondition, as it were, 
to difpute the Matter with Heaven: it- 
felf, and to make more People happy, 
than it has this Day made unhappy. 


~ You know what I would have | 


done in this Cafe, reply d Cyrus, there- 
fore take care to conform to my In- 
‘clinations. Set my Treafures open 
- [To-morrow Morning to the poor 
Husbandman, and let him be made 
Amends for the Lofs which he has 
this Day fuftain’d. The Minifter af- 
fured his Mafter of a punétual Obe- 
dience ; and, in order to take off his 
Attention from fo many Objects, 
which moft naturally give Uneafinefs 
to a Man of fuch Bowels as Cyrus, he 
talk’d to him concerning the Pictures 
which adorn’d the Pavilion, and en- 
gaged him infenfibly to draw near 
and view them. 


K 4 _ The 
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833 

‘The Prince nal fhetiey “ds 
them a long Time ; and becaufe he 
continu’d  filent, Avafpes; to. divert 
him a little, faid to him, Sir, Thefe 
Paintings furely were not done from 
any Defign drawn by Aramys. | 


» No, anfwerd the Prince with a 
Smile, if they had, I fhould not 
have been ne fo much flatcered. 


Rather, Sir, reply’d Arefpes, iy 
that your great Actions would wd 


have been fo faithfully reprefented. © 


It fhall be which Way you mye 
faid Cyrus; But know that I am now 
in a Condition to talk with you con- 
cerning that Book from my own 
Knowledge. I have it actually about 
me. I have ftole Time from my other 
Affairs to read it, and I fee perfe&ly 
how far Aramys has been able to 


make me ridiculous. But then it 


muft 
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muft be own’d that he makes himfelf 
equally fo : If my Behaviour is 
fometimes fenfelefs, his Book, in truth, 
is hardly juftifiable 5 and I can't 
conceive why fome of our Perfians 
shave ‘not thought fir to expofe “the 
Faults of it. : 


Sir, faid Arafpes, the Reafon of it 


is very natural. At that Time the 


Perfians were thinking how to re- 
venge you by other Means than thofe 
of Criticifm ; and then you well know 
that you alone had all the Knowledge 
in the Nation ; for the Perfans 
were not yet arrived to thofe Dil- 
~ eoveries which polifh the Manners 
and the Underftanding. And to 
your Honour be it fpoke, all you 
meant by the Pains you took to 
ftock your Mind with that Heap of 
unprofitable Learning, was to fupply 
the Ignorance of your Subjects, even 
in fuch Articles as were moft neceffary. 
And as it had been indecent for fuch 


a Prince 
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a Prince as you to anfwer fuch a 
Libel as the Hiftory of your Travels, 
all Perfia muft neceflarily be filent, 
with refpect to this Book. ‘Tis true, 


. thatthe Wits of Affyria, where the Piece 


was written, labour’d to make us A- 
mends. Every-Body knows what a 
Power Emulation has over Gentlemen 
of the fame Craft ; and a Succefs, 
far inferior to that which Aramys’s 
Book had at firft among the Publick, 
would neceffarily have rais d their Envy, 
So you would have been fufficiently — 
reveng'd, if they had been permitted 
to have taken it to Task; but the 
Hiftory of your Travels had the good 
Luck to pleafe at Court. The Ma- 
ciftrates undertook to protect it ; Si- 
lence was impofed upon the Cenfurerss 
and, as a further Favour, which never 
Author had. obtain'd before 4ramys} 
publick Authority prohibited the find 
ing Fault with a Book which fo many 
People were concernd to blame, - 


You . 


Sa. 
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You give me a great Notion, faid 
Cyrus, of Aramyss Policy, -and I 
think he fhew’d greater Abilities in 
the Management he made ufe of at 
firft to fecure himfelf from Criticifm, 
than in his manner. of writing the 


Hiftory. of my Travels, 


>» Aramys, xeply’'d A4rafpes, was, as 
Ihave been told, enterprizing, fup- 
ple; infinuating, wheedling, anda 
Perfon of gay Converfation. *Tis 
true that, left Company. fhould fuffer 
by it, they were obliged to prefcribe 
Bounds to his merry Way of talking, 
which fometimes degenerated into in- 


lipid. Banter. 


o With ‘Talents. fo fpecify'd, faid 
Cyrus, I don't wonder that he had 
the Cunning to get fo many great 
Men. to. be Advocates for his Perfon 
and Book. ! 


The 


+3? 
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The great Men, reply'd Arafpes, 
were not his only Friends; you know 
how much the 4/yréans pique them- 


felves upon Politenels to Strangers. 


Heretofore it only extended to their 
Perfons; but the modern Affyrians 


’ yntended, no doubt, to be even more 


complaifant than their Fore-fathers, and 
to fhew their good Manners even to 
the Writings of a foreign Pen: Which, 
in their Dialect, is called the doing of 
Things with a good Grace. 


As they were upon this Subject, 
Cyrus, being weary, fate down hard 
by a Table of Agat, upon which 
were feveral Pictures in Miniature, 
that the Greek Colonies of Afia Minor 
had lately fent as a Prefent to Cyrus. 
They were all of a noble Defign, and 
the Subjects borrow’d from the Greek 


Fables, fuch as Andromeda chain‘d 


to a Rock; proud Néobe, indifcreet 
Battus, and inexorable naxerete, 
meta- 
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metamorphos'd into Stones: But the 
Piétures which moft of all engroffed 
the Attention of Cyrus, was that of 
Ariadne, \eft alone in a Defert ifland. 
She was ftanding upon the Summit 
of a cragged Rock; her Hairs, which 
fhone like the Stars, difhevell’d; her 
Hands lifted up to Heaven; her Face 
bathed with Tears; her lovely Eyes 
looking wifhfully after a Vellel juft 
ready to difappear, and cutting the 
Waves with Fury, to get out of her 
Sight ; her Mouth half open, feeming 
to reproach the perfidious TZ heféus for 
his bafe Treachery, Ingratitude, and 
barbarous Cruelty, with all the To- 
kens of the Defpair of that difconfo- 
folate Princefs. | 


Cyrus, after having fpent a long 
Time in admiring the Delicacy of the 
Miniatures, and extolling the curious 
Tafte, and fine Art of the Greeks, faid 
to Arafpes, Have youtaken Notice of 
one particular Circumftance which I 

obferve 
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obferve in thefe Figures? A‘Stone, or. 
a Rock, is every where, almoft, the 
principal Profpect of them. Thole 
Fellows had an unaccountable Attach-. 
ment to Stones: They feem ‘to have’ 
begm form’d in the fame School: as 
Avamys; who, when his great Men 
have any important Matter to relate, 
generally places them in ‘the Cave, 
or on the Summit of fome barren 
Rock. : ats 
Probably, faid Arafpes, with a 
Smile, thofe Painters were naturally . 
hard-hearted, and delighted in draw-" 
ing fuch Profpects always, as were Re=" 
prefencations of their own Infenfibility.” 
As to Aramys, continued he, you 
have a particular Reafon to pardon: 
him for his Rocks, becaufe he was a” 
Native of Caledonia, a barren moun-* 
tainous Region ; for which Canfe ‘he 
took Care to quit it betimes, and to”) 
come and inhabit Countries more in- 


viting and agreeable. But ‘tho’, he 
left 
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left his. native Soil; how could. he 
avoid the. retaining, at leaft, in ma- 
ny Articles, its Tafte and Genius ?- In 


Caledonia, ‘tis like, Rocks are the 


moft ufual. Places of police Converfa- 
tion ; and it was natural for an Author 
that had been train‘d up in his Youth 
ameng Gentlemen of Wit and Breed- 
ing, who were us‘d.to fuch Places of 
Rendezvous, to chufe the fame The- 
atre for the Narrations he intended to 
put into his Book. 


What! ctry'd Cyrus, was Aramys 
a Caledonian? How came he then to 
fpeak the Language of the Afjrians 
with fuch a Grace? Not, faid he, 
bur I have found fome Faults in his 
‘ Book, that.are contrary to the Purity 
of Diction. As he is giving a De- 
{cription of the Port of Tyre, he fays, 
“That * am Ifland fivetches. itfelf in 
form of a Crefcent, to inclofe a Bay. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. IL p. 63. 7 


This 
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This is very near the fame thing, as 
if I fhould fay, That the mea (Moon 
extends its Horns to embrace its Cref= 
cent ; for an Ifland which ftretches it 


— felf in form of a Crefcent, does not 


énclofe a Bay, but forms it. The 
Affyrian Phrafe is to break Silence: 
But, I believe, no Language has it 
as Aramys words it; ~ They went 
out of the Temple zot to interrupt 
Silence. 1 know not the Meaning 
of the Objeét of the Heavens, which’ 
he talks of fomewhere, || 27 order to 
bide from the Eye, «'l the Olyeéts 
abroad, except that 0’ the Heavens. 
Aramys meant to fay, probably, 
To let no other Objeéts be feen but the 
Heavens. Aramys fays, {peaking ‘of 
me, + Cyrus ufually confefed his 
Faults he refolved to correét 
bimfelf -— Immediately after thefe 


Terms, comes a meverthelef3, which 





+ Travels of: Cyrus, Vol. IL. p. 8. 
eM Ibid. p. 4... : 
+ Ibid. Vol. I. p. 20. 

er prepares 
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epares the Reader to hear fomeother 
fly Thing of me, notwithtanding all 
my good Intention; but far from it, the 
Reader is very much furprized to fee 
that this wevertbele/s is only prefix'd. to 
make me give a notable Proof of my 
Genius and Courage. 


e Ia Truth, Sir, cry’d Avafpes, there 
is»no holding out any longer; you 
there difplay a Talent which I did 
not know you was poflels'd of. You 
are a Grammarian, and, what is worfe, 
av Purif... Alas! for the Time to 
come, I fhall be obliged either to 
{hun you, or no longer to énterrupt 
Sélence before you. 1 fhall be very 
fearful of feeing fome inadvertent 
Expreflion of mine ridicul’d. I 
thought all along, that a Man talkd 
well if he did bur make himfelf un- 
derftood. : 


Leave off bantering me; faid Cyrus : 
Ihave been made to learn fo many 
L unne- 
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unneceflary Things, of which I am 
never like to make any ufe, that I 
muft have Leave, for once, at leatt, 
to argue the Cafe. After having fo 
often talk’d of Theology and natural 
Philofophy before you with Indul- 
gence, would it not be unhandfome 
for you to hinder me now, which is 
the firft, and will, erhaps, be the 
laft Time of my Life from making 
a Difplay of what I have learnt i in the 
Point of Grammar. You know, ‘too, 
how far I am from being difficult. as 


to the Style of Converfation. I bear > 


with every thing a Man fays, if 
it be not finical and pedantic ; but I 
have not altogether that Complaifance 
for what a Man writes. 


What pity ‘tis, replyd Avafpes, 
that Aramys is not in the World to 
have the Benefit of fuch a Difpofition ? 
It was, they fay, a miferable Thing 
to tied! him talk. He was flow of 
Speech, and uncorreét in his Bape 

ion 


4 
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fion. He ‘affected, as they fay, 2 
Sort of Jargon fide Was very i b 
lous, to fhew, perhaps, how many 
Difficulties fach a Stranger as he had 
to furmount, and what’ a Superiority 
of Genius he had need of to write fo 
i. as he did in the Syréac. 


“Was he never fo affected, bid 
rin I will own that Avamys was 
a@ Man of Senfe, and that he writes 
~ avith that Eafe atid Correétnefs which 
iS not common to Foreigners. 


This ought to be no Surprize to 
you, Sir, faid Arafpes ; he had an 
able Matter - He was a long Time 
the Pupil of the famous Ofennef *, that 
great Affyrian Prieft. 


» *. Olennef is the An of tebe ste 
Avamys i is the Anagram “eg Ramfay. 


L2 | What | 


me 4 
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What! cry’d Cyrus, the elegant 
Author of Zhe Adventures of Tele- 
machus, that favourite Book both of 
the Gods and of Men, and which I 
have read over fo often, that I can 
already almoft fay it by Heart !)..» 


That very Perfon, Sir, anfwerd 


Arafpes. | sisi? 


Alas! I am not farpriz’d, faid 
Cyrus, to find him fuch; a Noyice, 
elpecially in all that relates to War. He 


knows enough on’t for the Difciple of — 


a Prieft, and Overfights of this‘ Nature 
are pardonable in People of that 
Tribe. I always took the Writer, of 
my Hiftory for a Military Man, and 
therefore I could not. imagine why 
he gave fo imperfect and fo improper 
an Account of a great Number of 
Warlike Events, the Particulars of 
which, well. told, would have con- 


fiderably 


NO ae ee a ee ee . 
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fi derably embellifhed and diverh hed 
wai ares : | 


Really, faid Arafpes, this Sahoci 


the leaft of his Care. It would have - 


been foimething very merry to fee an 
Author ‘giving us a pompous De- 
tan of your Battles and Victories 
over’ the Medes, and your other 
Eicics, in ia Piece which he cm 
wrote to run you down. | Ara 
had more’ Senfe than to run him(clf 
on ‘this Rock ;-and ‘tis plain that 
Silence he “oblerves, and” the 
pert es he difcovers in this Matter, 
Beal AfeQarione)> This:cattied him 
ditectly to his Aim, and, by making 
you always take wrong Meafures, and 
aét irregularly, he endeavour'd to 
ruin oe Reputation: 
6 1 Nottie’ faid Cyrus, can come up 
to. all ‘this >> Buc’ the Medes, thé 
Affyrians themfelves, in’ whofe Favour 
Aramys wrote, are, SPwe may judge 


L 3 of 
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of them by his Book, as well skill’d 
as I in the Art of War, and I fhould 
be ftrongly tempted to: believe: that 
the Author did not affe&t much Fi- 
nefie in the filly Actions of which he 
makes both Sides equally guilty. With 
an’ Army of Thirty-thoufand Men 4 
march into a vaft Plain *,, to) meet 
Aftyages, whole Troops are’ twice 
more numerous than «mine, and 
don't form my Army till J: amoan 
fight, and within reach of the Enemy. 
This is not all, inftead of taking up 
the moft Ground) that I could. in ‘this 
Plain, I draw up my Troops twelve 
deep. By good Luck, Ihave todo 
with the moft civil and othe moft 
obliging Enemy in the World, who, 
afhamed to be out-done in this Ar- 
ticle, rather than be indebred to me 
on the Score of Civility, leaves me 
quietly at Liberty to draw up in 


Batallia before his Face. Far from 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. UL. port: 
taking 
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taking any Advantage of his Situation, 
and the Number of his Troops; to 
extend: his own Army, and to inclofe 
mine; ihe gentecly renounces all -his 
Advantages, and, for fear of having 
a wider Front vine mine, he draws-v 
his: Army thirty deep. ‘That, Cyrus 
added with a bantering Smile, was 
playing upon the Square, sithunal any 
Odds. ‘As extravagant as this Pro- 
‘ceeding appears, yet this was the Dif- 
polition order'd by me, who muft 
always pafs fora Sim kinesin Avamys’s 
‘Hiftory. But as ile Aftyages >a 
the. ‘Medes, Aramys never propofed 
to drefs diein:i in Fools Coats. No-; 
‘believe me, Arafpes, in vain Sond 
you look ‘fie a Myftery in all this, 
for you would find no other Caufe of 
it, but: an- Ignorance,of all thar re- 
Feb to War, which is common -to 
Men of Learning. Tis true, -that 
“Aramys's Mafter had the.true Art of 
explaining Milicary Events, and of 
conducting them according to ‘the 

La Rules ; 
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Rules; but “tis reafonable that in this, 
as well as in every Thing elfe, the 
Scholar fhould always come far fhort 
of the Mafter. It would be very well 
for Aramys, if he was not guilty of 
Inconfiftencies, even more ut pardon- 


able than thofe. 


Cyrus was going on, when he was 
interrupted by the Arrival of a Courier 
from the Frontiers: of the Empire’ to- 
wards Scythia, to bring him the News 
of fome Commotions in that Country, 
fo that he was obliged to return with. 
all Speed to the Palace, to difpatch 
the neceflary Orders, leaving the fur= 
ther Confideration of Aramys’s Book 
to another Opportunity. rere «1, 
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The Firru Eventnc’s Converfation. 








a8) YR US could not go abroad 
Bai next Day ; for as foon as 
it was, Night, he was to 
hold a fecond Council upon 
the Irruption of the Scythians, and 
the Means to ftop? their Progrefs, fo 
that he had but juft Leifure to go 
for a Moment towards the Evening 
to 
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to take a Breathing in the famous 
Gardens of Semiramis, which are 
juftly reckon’d among the Wonder 
of the World. aie 


This Garden confifted of twenty 
Terrafles, one above another. There 
was an immenfe Walk from one End 
to the other, which was cut bya 
thoufand more, whofe feeming Irre- 
gularity was the Mafterpiece of Art, 
and the Effect of a certain Symmetry, 
which was the more exquifite, becaufe 
at firft View it was not fo perceptible. 
The Spaces between thofe Walks were 
filled up with Myrtle and Laurel- 
Trees, Bowers, Summer-Houles, and 
Grotto's. ir: 


At ‘the Places where’ the Walks 
crofied each’ other, were Fountains 
and Balins,’in which a fine Tafte; 
Magnificence, and Skill, were equally 
difplay’d. ‘The Greeks and their Pa» 
bles ‘had been known in the Eaft for 

above 
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above a Century, fo that their inge- 
mious Fictions gave the Eyes much 
more. pleafing Entertainment, than 
the barren Metaphyficks of the Chal- 
deans. | 


vy Nitocris that illuftrious Queen, 
Mother to the laft King of Babylon, 
thorowly underftood the Greek My- 
thology’; and being refolv’d to 
out-do Semiramis in the Monu- 
ments which fhe defigned for Pofte- 
rity, fhe fent for the ableft Work- 
men from Jonia and Attica, who 
foon embellifh’d the Gardens of Ba- 
bylon, with all the moft diverting and 
agreeable Paflages in the Hiftory of 
the Gods of Greece. 


Every Fountain was adorn‘d either 
with a Deity, or fome Fancy borrow’d 
from their Fables. Here, Neptune in 
a Shell-Marine gilt, drawn by his Sea- 
Horfes, was skimming lightly along the 
Surface of the Water ;°a ery, 
| o 
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of Tritons fwimming by his Chariot, 
while he holds the Reins in one Hand, 
and with the other brandifhes -a 
{plendid Trident, with which he feems 
to filence the boifterous North-Winds, 
and to calm the raging Waves. Thete, 
the Goddefs Melicerta, with young 
Palemon her Son in her Arms, raifes 
herfelf above the Waters, and feems, 
by the Serenity of her Countenance, 
to promife the affrighted Mariner an 
End of the dreadful Storm, 


Here, the Goddefs of Love, guarded - 
by a thoufand winged Cupids, arm’d 
with their Quivers of Arrows, and 
mounted upon Swans, ftarts out of the 
Water, with more Brightnefs than 


Aurora when fhe brings Home the 


Day. 
There, the chafte 4rethufa; who flies 


the criminal Raptures of the amorous 
Alpheus, having already watted her 
Spirits, is juft going to fall into 


his 
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his Hands, and he is actually ftretch- 


ing forth his Arms to feize her, when 
Diana flies to the Aid of the Nymph, 
‘who is invoking her by Hands and 
Eyes lifted up to Heaven. Behold 
Avethufa, on a fudden, wrapt ina 
Cloud. A Fountain that runs under 
her Feet, declares her Metamorphofis, 
and enables the Nymph for ever to 
frnftrate the foolifh Hopes of the rafh 


~ Alpheus. 


Here, the proud Narciffus, dette 


rately in Love with his own Perfon, 
reclined upon the Grafs, with his Head 
carelefly refting on his Elbow, con- 
templates, with Tranfport, in the Cry- 
ftal of a clear Fountain, the fatal 
Charms which he idolizes. 


There Arion, Phebus’s belovd 
Mortal, cleaves the Waves upon the 
Back. of a Dolphin, while a Shoal 


of Sea-Monfters, with their Heads 


above 


497, 
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above Water, follow the hatmonious 
Notes of the Divine Lyre. 


From the Middle of thofe Fie 

a thoufand Columns of Water rife to 
he Firmament, and in their Fall form 
a Sort of Mift, which fcatters the 
hotteft Rays of the Sun, in the chy 8 
of its Race. 


Round thefe Fountains, and almoft 
at every Step in the Walk, lay Groups 
of Marble and Statues, the precious 
Remains that efcaped dhe Fury of the. 
Wars which ravag’d Niniveb — 
Babylon. 


Among the various Figures, were 
Belus, the God and Father of the 
Affyvian Monarchs; Nénus, the Foun- 
der of their vaft Empire ; the War- 
like Semiramis, like another Pallas, 
with a Helmet on her Head, and 
leaning on a Spear; Nénias, droit 
with the Dagger which he had plung’d 

into 
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into the Bofom of an inceftuous Mo- 
ther ; the infamous \Sardanapalus, 
with the Spindle and Diftaff in his 
Hand ; the favage Nebuchadnezzar, 

trampling the Sacred Veflels of the 
God of Tfrael under Foot ; the il- 
luftrious and virtuous Nitocris, having 
in her Hand a Compafs, to denote 
the good Order which fhe eftablifh’d 
in the Empire of Affyria. 


_ The Prince and h's Favourite were 
is juft met together in private, when 
Arafpes faid to the King, Sir, I have 
great News to tell you, which I have 
refervd on Purpofe for this Place, 
and for what Reafon you will fee 


very plainly : Aramys is come back 
again to the World. 


How ! faid Cyrus with a Smile; 
Has Fupiter harneffed his Wing ed 
Chariot to bring back Araimys fiom 
the Elyfian Fields! > 


i eee I don’t 
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vas esti 
I don’ t underftand vitae you means: 
~~ ‘d Arafpes. ity 
“Tis an’ Expreffion, faid Corecess 
which I took ‘particular Notice ‘of sin’ 
the Hiftory of my Travels, and which’ 
now recurs to my Mind. Avamys. 
was of Opinion that Fupster’s Chariot 
could not fly faft enough in the Air 
with Wings, and SP he was for’ 
adding a good Set of Horfes. pli mm 


Alas! faid Arafpes, to be sleet 
with you, this is meer wrangling.” 
Might not a Chariot be manag’d ssl 
a Boat, with Sails and Oars? | 


Tis really Picy, reply’ d Grea soils 
a Smile, that thofe Engineers, who 
lately prefented a Scheme to’ my 
Council, to travel thro’ the World itr 
the Air, had not known your Tafte” 
a little better. For then they would 
not have thought the Wind alone 


fufficient 


a 
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fufficient to fet cheir Machines a going ; 
bur tho’ it had) been only for Fafhion 
Sake, they would have added Oars 
or Harnefs: And in that Cafe, no 
doubr, they would have had the 
Pleafure. of fucceeding in a Proje& 
which you causd to be rejected as 
Chimerical. | 


Sir, faid Arafpes, let's talk no 
more, if you pleafe, about Aramys, 
or his Book’; } fear the Pleafure you 
take in this Kind of Converfation will 
pfove tomy Expence. His Hiftory 
infenfibly recals to your Memory all 
the paft Stories of my Life, and you 
might take a Fancy to quote fuch an 
one as I fhould be very loth to re« 
member. | 


Fear nothing, reply’d Cyrus, I will 


have a little more Indulgence. for. 


you, than you have hitherto had for 
me. But tell me how it comes about 
that you, who was fuch a rigid Cen- 
furer 
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furer of Avamys, are now become his 
Advocate ? This is as great a Miracle 
to me, as the pretended Refurrection 
you jutt now told me of. 


As for the Refutreétion, faid. Seah 
pes, that is not the Cale. Aramys 
is ftill alive and well, only he was 
afraid of your juft Refentments, aa 
to avoid the dire Effects of it, 
abfconded, and gave out a pre 
that he was dead. I hada Mind Ai 
Days ago, to declare how you, ftood. 
affected to him. . I was willin to. 

aieh 
proclaim:to your whole Empire sai 
merciful you are, and how for. etful 
of Injuries, Aramys was told of hi 
and it encouraged him to come th 
Morning, and fall at my Feet, with a. 
Petition that I would follicit you for. 
his Pardon. I found him fo hone a: 
Man, fo frank, fo much afflicted for. 
having incurr ‘d your Difpleafure, thae. 
it raifed my Pity. I promis d_ to; 

plead” 
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undertake his Caule, 8 to. esi his 
fntereft. | dig) 
ia : . _ 
Then, faid tof iy a ‘rail a 
that violent Paffion-I lately faw you 
in a ap Avamys is come to this ! 


“Sir, reply’d Arafpes in the fame 
Stain, you are very much miftaken 
if you think that none but ‘great 
Princes are capable of generoufly for- 

ving an Enemy. ‘There wants no- 
ig but Humanity to forget an In- 
jury, and the Commonalty have as 
great a Share as others, of the Senti- 
— ments which fucha Principle infpires. 

As for the reft, Aramys intends to 
_ leave no Stone unturn’d to repair his 

Miftake ; he is refolv’d, for the Time 
to ee to devote his Pen to cele- 
_ brate your Triumphs, and your Vir- 
tues; and I fancy I fhall have a {mall 


Share in the Panegyrick which he will — 


beftow upon you. 
M 2 Alas! 
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Alas! faid Cyrus, let him extol you 
as much as he will, but I defire no fuch 
Panegyrift ; I fhould be very appre- 
henfive chat, in his Hands, »my Metit 
would be a Matter of Doub, and 
the Contradiétions which he is liable 
to fall into in all Cafes, would make 
it a Queftion with Pofterity, Whether 
the Good he fhould fay of me, after 
having fo far run me ewes was not 
rather one of thofe Blunders fo com- 
mon to the Author, than a Piece of 
Juftice which he thought himfelf 
obliged to do me in Point of ‘Con- 
{cience. | 


Sir, Gi Avafpes, you dabie are: Sei 
apt to reproach others with Gone 
tradictions, are you not a little 
inconfiftent in your own Conduét ? 
"Tis but tother Day that you was 


the forwardeft Man in the World 


to defend Aramys againft me, with 
: as 
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as much Heat as you now run him 


down. 

dari < , 

~All this, faid Cyrus, is perfectly 

confiftent. The other Day I excufed 

his Perfon, and To-day I blame. his 

Book; in all which there is nothing 

that is contradictory. 

Lam enraged, faid Arafpes, when 
Ifee what miferable Diftin@tions fome 
People make ufe of, to bring them- 

ifelves off of an Argument. 


-n0 No, Sis, confefs it, you Heroes 
are like the reft of Mankind. When 
you pardon an Injury from an Affec- 

oltation of Generofity, you are charm’d 

~awhen -you find an Opportunity to 
make yourfelves Amends. | 


~ How: do I love to fee thy Zeal 
> flame; faid: Cyrus! But, don’t be fo 
‘overy furious: When you return to 
© Babylon, fail not to let Aramys 
M 3 know 
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know that I forgive all the injurious 
Things that he has ever faid or pre+ 
tended to fay of me; that Iam eyen 
willing to employ him in my Service 
but that I forbid him to write fo much 
as one Line in my Praife, for fear of 
Contradictions: And in order to fhew 
you, that in this I do not aim fo much 
at the Satisfaction of my Refentment, 
as at the Care of my Reputation, do 
but read with me. nobaeds 

At thefe Words he took the Hiftory 
of his Travels out of his Pocket, after 
having taken Care to mark. the, moft 
material Errors. | bh oies 


Amenophis, continu’d, the Prince, 
appeard, when we met him in Ara- 
bia, to be buried in. fome profound 
Thought*. We were already neat 
him, without his perceiving us... We 
were obliged to {peak to him, .to take 
him off of his Brown-Study, and im- 


 * The Travels of Cyris, Vol. I. p. 121. 
mediately 
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mediately this Perfon, fo very thought- 
fal’ but the Moment before, appears 
with a Countenance of unaffected and 


ferene Foy *. 


Alas! faid Arafpes, there is a 
Mixture of [ll-Nature in this Obfer- 
vation, and you feek to put an ill 
Conftruction upon every Thing. 
Could Amenopbis, when alone, and 
abandon’d to Contemplation, be the 
fame Amenophis that he was when he 
turn’d his Thoughts to regale you, and 
to entertain you with the beft that his 
Solitude could afford > Do not we fee 
every Day, that the crabbed gloomy 
Countenance of the fullen Reclufe, or 
Hermit, lofes its Wrinkles, and clears up 
at Table, ‘efpecially at the Circulation 
of ‘the delicious Fuice of the Grape ; 
and you know that Amenophis wanted 
for nothing in this Kind to make’ his 
Retirement agreeable. It feems too, 

* ‘The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. D. 122. 

¢ Ibid. p. 122. 7 

M 4 that 
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that the ae Man was’ fenfible of 
what he.fhould have Occafion: for in 
this Article, and that he had ‘the wife 
Precaution to atm himfelf with the 


moft proper Remedy in the World to 


repel the difmal Attacks of Melan- 
cholly. Otherwife, how could we 
have been entertain’d. with» delicious 
Wines, by a Man that had nothing 
he could call his own, butoa Strip of 
a Garden, and a Grotto, which he 
bad dug with bis own Hands ima 
barren Rock 2. rlibole 


Your Obfervation is not amifs, faid 
Cyrus, but fay what you will, here’s 
the Point of Difficulty, from which 
you will never be able to get off *. 
Amenophis gives us a melancholly 
Account of his Misfortunes, and con+ 
cludes with faying, ¢ I am a Being 
left alone upon the Earth: Apries 


* 'The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 122.” 
ot Thid. p.153. 
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perfecutes me; Amafis betrays me; 
Arobal. forfakes me: I find every 
where a frightful Void. Is this now 


the Language of a Man whofe Coun- - 


tenance fhines with an unaffedle 


fay ? 7 


~ Sir, faid Arafpes, I can’t tell how 
you underftand it, but for my own 
Part, I don’t know a Character that 
is more coherent and better fupport- 
ed; than that in which Aramys has 
cloathed Amenophis. He paints to 
the Life the different Situations of a 

t old Man, whofe Spirits were funk 
by Age and Misfortunes, but. raifed 
for fome Moments by Wine and 
Good Cheer. I fay it again, I never 
in the World met with a Character 
fo naturally carried on from firft to 


lat. ; 


‘Tis even too natural, faid Cyrus 
with a Smile; but the next is an Ar- 
ticle, in which furely you wil not 


find 
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find Nature. Aramys, after having 
extoll’d the Subordination and Diffe- 
rence of Ranks eftablifh’d in Egypt, 
isprofufe in his Praife of the Equality 
oblerv’d among the Citizens of Sparta. 
How do you reconcile all this to- 
gether ? 


Nothing more eafy, reply’d Araf- 
pes. Alas! Sir, fince you began to 
receive Compliments upon all the 
Events of your Life, how many have 
younot heard which feem to contradict 
one another ? An Author who, hete-- 
tofore while you reign’d peaceably in 
Perfia, a{cribed the Return of Afiraa 
and Themis among Mortals ‘to your 
Adminiftration, forgets thofe pleafant 
Images, in the Praifes he gives you 


B°> 
now, and thinks you cangot be fo 


finely defcrib’d, as in the Midft of 
Blood and Slaughter, and that Terror 
* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. TI p.m, 


214, Kc. 
which 
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which your Name carries to the re> 
moteft Parts of the Haft. This. is 
the ordinary Stile of all profels’d Pa- 
negyrifts. Theyhave an uncommon 
Talent to find out Matter for Praife, 


even in fuch Follies as a Man of 


Honour blufhes he had the Misfortune 
ever to commit. Do but fuffer your 
felf for once to be routed, and you'll 
be perfectly furprized to find thar, 
even tho’ you turn’d your Back, you 
will be proved to be a greater Cap+ 
tain, than you appeared to be in thofe 
fortunate’ Days, when nothing was 
able to refift your Arms. 


» Cyrus abruptly reply’d, I will have 
no fulfome Panegyrift, who is deter- 
mined+before-hand to praife all that 
come. - q here is Matter enough to 
commend Perfons upon the Score of 
their good Qualities; withour under- 
taking to metamorphofe their Faults, 
even fuch as are moft notorious, into 
Virtues ; and all chat a Hero gets by 

fuch 
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fuch Flatterers, is, that the Memo 
of certain Actions of his, which a well- 
conducted Panegyrick would have 
conceal’d from the World's Notice, is 
thereby cranfmitted to. Pofterity with 
the more EeJat. | 


Really, faid Arafpes, I find that 
ou Heroes are very difficult, and it 
feems a harder Task to pleafe you in 
Point of Panegyrick, than of Con- 
queft. 


You are in the Right, replyd 
Cyrus, this is very natural ; We only 
do the one to deferve the other, and 
the World would be at Peace, if we 
were not fo ambitious to merit its Ap- 
plaufe. After this, we may well be — 
pardon’'d for a few Scruples with 
Refpect to the Courfe we take to 


gratify our prevailing Paffion. 


Very 
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| Very well, faid Arafpes, There is 
a Remedy for all this. I will ac- 
quaint Aramys of your Tafte. 


No ; reply’d Cyrus, it will be to 
no Purpofe. He would quickly forget 
all you fhould fay. I perceive that 
in fome Articles he has the moft un- 
happy Memory in the World. He 
firit of all gives a pompous Defcription 
of the magnificent Palace of Pifftra- 
tus*, and of the {plendid Regale which 
that Prince gave me when J arriv’d at 
Athens ; and thirty Pages after this, 
he brings in Solon boafting to me, that 
his Friend Pififtvatus leads a fimple 
Life, without affecting Pomp f. 


‘Oh! faid Arafpes, how comes. it 
to pafs thar Solon is fo blind tohis 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 252, 
253. 
+ Ibid. p. 284. 


Friend's 
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Friend’s Faults, or has no better a 
Notion of Frugality ? (By 

Say rather, reply'd Cyrus, why 
Aramys does not allow the Sage to have 
more Penetration, after he had fo juftly 
extolled his Underftanding and Wif- 
dom. But notwithftanding all the 
fine Qualities for which Aramys makes’ 


; Pififtratus one of his Heroes, he does 


not feem to be a Jot the more atten= 
tive ‘to this Prince’s Condué and 
Actions. According to him, Pif- 
ftvatus, the very Day that I arrived . 
at Athens *, entertains me at Supper 
with the Hiftory of the Troubles of 
his Reign ; and three--Days atter, 
Aramys’» makes him -tell it over 
again f. 


Does this, faid Arafpes, furprize- 
you ? Things are never told as they 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol.I. p. 254. 


+ Ibid. p. 289. 
3 fhould 
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fhould be, during the Fumes of an 
Entertainment, and there’s a Neceffity 
of hearing them over again when 
People are cool and fedate. 


Oh! faid Cyrus, the wile Péf- 
firatus, in the Heat of Entertainments, 
was always cool, and could harangue 
his Audience with a World of Art and 
Eloquence, upon the Diforders of po- 
ular Government, the better to Tis 
blifh that defpotick Power which he 
had ufurpd over Athens. But the 
Cafe is not altogether the fame with 
Avamys, who could never keep his 
Temper to that Degree. When the 
rendering Things a little dubious is 
the Point in Queftion, then his Ima- 
gination is fet on Fire, and woe be 
to him that ftands in his Way : For 
Inftance, it coft thofe poor Athenians 
very dear in that Sea-Fight, where, 
for my Diverlion*, the Author makes 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 288. 
them 
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them facrifice as many Men and Ships, — 
as they might have loft in a ferious 
Engagement with an Enemy. © 

Don't you plainly perceive, Sir, 
that Aramys was willing to fet off 
that extraordinary Politenefs, which. 
was the peculiar Character of the 
Athenians, in its full Light? The 
Generality of other People would 
have been content with breaking a 
few Oars, or cutting away the Prows 
of two or three Ships, to do you 
Honour. But Athens could not ftop 
there ; nor could it render its Gal- — 
lantry complete, without giving you 
the Pleafure of feeing the Sea cover- 
ed with Men, and the Wrecks of 


Veffels. 


Indeed, faid Cyrus, “tis a very joy- 
ful Sight to fee a Multitude of poor — 
Wretches perifhing in the Waves. 


_ Believe me, Arafpes, you may as 


well ceafe your Apologies. Aramys 
will 
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will be no great Lofer by it : And 
agree with me; that a juft Difcern- 
ment is not a Character that belongs 
to Aramys. When he takes it into 
his Head to paint, which isa Thing 
he feldom does, and hardly ever with 


177, 


a Grace, all he aims at then, is to. 


charge his Pictures with bold Figures, 
without “perplexing himfelf with Ac- 


curacy or Probability. From hence 


it comes to pafs, that his Book, not- 
-withftanding all che Art you pretend 
to difcover in it, is but a Medley of 
Pieces, which were never form’d to 
be conneéted, and that the only Ar- 
ticle wherein he has {ucceeded, is the 
rendering me perfectly ridiculous. 


Truly, Sir, faid Arafpes, you are 
not candid. In the Courfe of a long 
and. curious Work, the Author. has 
let flip one or two Inconfiftencies. 


N How, 
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| TESTS SME “GP. 
How, reply'd Cyrus {martly, one 
or two Inconfiftencies ?) ‘Tis very 
plain you areno Judge. Otherwife-s~ 
Lig Teg QWba ghia 
Alas! Sir, faid Arafpes, do not 
reproach mie with Ignorance: “Tis ioe 
the Endowment of every Man to be 
as wife as you are, I am not, nor’do 
I know whether fhould be, fond:of 
being. a Divine, a Philofopher,*an 
Orator, and fo many ‘other fine 
Things at one ‘Time : But I pretend 
to common Senfe. POR OER 
hoy Galan 
‘Wellthen, I only defire yourcom- 
mon Senfe to be the Judge. Will 
that common Senfe of yours approve 
of Aramys, where he makes Pif- 
frrates tell me, in the Courfe of one 


"Meal, the Revolutions which bap-— 
pened'-in his Reigns the Caufes: of 


his Exile and Reftoration ; bow? ke 7 


/* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol: I: p. 24. 
WAS 


Ee a a eS 
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avas twice dethrond ——— All this 


feafon'd with hiftorical Remarks, a- 
greeable Defcriptions, lively Turns, 
mixed with an artful Painting of the 


Diforders of a Popular Government ? 


Does it comport with common Senfe 
that I fhould read with Pythagoras at 


. one Time only, a Leflon, accompanied 


freee 


too, with all. the Reflections that the 
{Subject requird ; that I fhould be 
amade.to, read, I fay *, all that re- 


,garded Religion, Morality, and Po- 


bdiey,-and whatever might contribute to 


the Knowledge of the Gods, myfelf, and 
other Men ? —— and all that «ts ex- 


cellent in the Laws of Egypt, Sparta, 
and Athens ? This was a fine fhort 


. Le&ture, with a Witnels. 


No ;. upon this you are at Liberty 


-eto condemn him, and I own that 
\. Aramys hasgone alittle too far out of 
» the, Way. 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. IL. p. §t. 
N 2 What 
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What would you fay then,» «>i d 


Cyrus, of all that pompous 


tion of the Golden Age *, whi 


without Rhime or Reafon, he ao 
into the Mouth of Pythagoras, a 
this merely for the Phediure of veal 


a Number of Poetical Expreffions, 


which /ramys had repeated by Heart, 
when he was a School-Boy, a 


hundred Times? Tho if he shad 


but brought in that fublime afeaegc < 


YIROE 





naturally 


Pray, Sir, reply’d Arafpes, Abit 
attack that Paflage. *Twere en 
to fet your whole Court Sesh a 
If you did but know how the Ladies 
efpecially are enamourd with that 


gaudy Painting | one 6 fimo} 


What, faid Cyrus, dorthey think 
thata bedicifal Paflage a\\swink ity 


q The Trayels lof: Cyrus ‘Nolo Ib »ps rx.” 
More 
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Evm Vi New Cyrropentia: 


5 More than beauriful, faid Arafpes ; 
they think ic ravifhing. To fee Shep- 
herdefles ‘courted by the Gods, and 
the Goddelles nor difdaining the Loves 


of Shepherds, raifes Tranfports of Ad- 


miuration. 


bdefire you to tell me no more of 
it, {aid Cyrus, and | think thefe two 
Phrafes alone, are enough to decide the 
Merit. of ITwo-hundred others that 
accompany them, in which I can fee 
nothing but empty Jargon, a String 
of Metaphors, and Allegories repeated 
over-and-over a hundred Times, 
which, in the Manner they are tack’d 
together, do not prefent one fingle 
Image to the Mind, but what is de- 
form’d and counterfeit. 


In the firft Place, I there fee Fu- 
piter barneffing hisWinged Chariot *, 


*® Trayels of Cyrus, Vol. Us p.12.. 7 | 
N 3 with 
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with no other Attendants. ‘than the 
Divinities rhac accompany him but 
now and then; and twenty Lines 
after I fee, with rhe utmoft Aftonifh- 
ment, the: whole World transform’d, 
and Meine condemn’d to the ‘ave 
afflicting Calamities : Why ? Becaufe 
Men neglected, upon a certain Day, 
to take Wing, and, by xapid Flich 

to cut the Air, and Paltioe Y Supiters er's 
Winged C Sipe above the Heavens. 
This furely was a very odd Sort” 
Crime, and one would f{carce have 


expected to fee Men found guilty me 
this Plea. 


This is not all, the Gods nebo. 
felves bear a Part inthe Difgrace of 
Men. ‘The Sylvan Gods *; fortio © 
Reafon in the World that wie dre 
vouchfafed to have a Glimpfe of are — 
all on a fuddenchanged ito Satyrs, the 
Napze into Bacchz, and the a 


_ ® The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 13. 
| gnto 
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into Syrens. I fhall not here men- 
tion oa Hefpevides*, whom Hiftory 
and Fable place in the Time of Her- 
cules, and whofe Garden Aramys 
transfers to the Golden Age, becaufe 
the Trees which they cultivated bore 
Golden. Fruit. | | 


Sw, faid Arafpes, interrupting the 
Prince, a thick Darknefs covers the 
Firmament, and the Hour appointed 
for the Council 





This, reply'd Cyrus with a Smile, 
is properly bringing your felf off 
like a Man of Senfe. This Darknefs 
comes very 4 propos to conceal the 
‘Confufion you are in; but I fhall 
not excufe you fo, and I will, fooner 
or later, oblige you to own, that your 
new Client has not merited the Ho- 
nour of being my Panegyrift. 


; * Travels of Cyrus, Vol. Il. p. 12. 
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Cy.) , Shee) PS 
~~ Juft chen came in a Yreteae to 
acquaint Cyrus that the Council had 
already been fitting fome Time, and 
waited for his Prefence ; whereupon 
he went thither, and after having con- 
‘Cluded what related to the Affair of 
the Scythians, he told his Minifters 
his Refolution of fetting out next Day 
to a Pleafure-Houfe, not many Days 
Journey from Babylon, that-he might 

w@ be nearer at Hand to give Orders for 
the Security of the Frontiers. 
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The Stxrn Eveninc’s Conver fation. 
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PON the Banks of the 
Araxes, pretty far from the 

sag) Place where that River 
SS) falls into the Cafpian Sea, 
there rifes a Chain of Mountains, in 
Form of a Semi-Circle. In the Centre 
of thefe Hills, a little below the Top 
ef one of the higheft among them, 
was 
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was a ftately Houfe, tho’ not fo 
fumptuous as it was pleafant ; for Na- 
ture and Art had acted in concert to 
form a Seat here fit to delight Ke 
Lord of Afia. 

The two Fronts of this Houfe were 
adorn’d each with a fine Periftile, 
the Architecture of which was: modeft, 
yet majeltick. seta 

The Furniture, Ornaments, Paint 
ings, every Thing within it, was ele- 
gant and fine. A fpacious ‘Park, 


{tock’d with all Sorts of Game, be- 


gan about a hundred Paces ee the 
Houfe, and extended to the Top. of 
the Mountain, which was all included 
me its A indeed different Roads 
were cut out in it, where the Sight 
was loft, and which: by crofling and 
intermingling ofte with another, form’d 
a Labyrinth, almoft as inextricable as 
that of Crete. Before the other Front 
of the Honfe,, the Mountain. ran in- 


fenfibly 
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fenfibly upon a Level, without any 


more Declivity than what was ne- 
ceflary to enlarge the Profpeéct of alk 
the Beauties of a Garden, at the Foot 
of the Hill, which for Symmetry, Or- 
nament, and Extent, was fcarce in- 
ferior to chat of Semiramis. 


~ At each End of the Building there 
was a Terrafs of above a League in 
Length, where were feveral Rows of 
Palm-Trees, that afforded a Shelter 
againft the burning Rays of the 
Sun. 


On the one Side were barren Rocks, 
Precipices, Abyffes, Snows, and Hoar- 
Frofts, not to be melted by the moft 
feorching Heats of Summer ; and on 
the other Side, upon the Declivity of 
the Hills, there were many charming 
Houfes, built in the Form of an Am- 
phitheatre, with Flower-Gardens full 
of Orange, Citron, and a hundred 
ather Trees, whofe exquifite Fruits ex- 

celled 
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celled thofe of the Garden apf the 
He{pevides. a) 

STS 
At the Bottom of the» Hill, the 
Waters of the Araxes roll along omeiced 
Majefty, whofe Banks are always 


green, and'adorn’d with all the Field: 


Flowers which Flora peoalices in che 


Spring. 


Beyond the River there: are vatt 


fruitful Fields, which fatisty che Long- 
ings of the covetous Husbandman. 
And in the Midft of the Golden Ears 
of Corn, with which the Soil is co- 
verd, Art has rangd, at proper 
Spaces, here the peaceful Olive, there 
the kindly Elm, {upporting sy feeble 
Branches of a tottering Vine. In 
fhort, the whole Plain feems to: be! 
but one fpacious Garden, enrichd) 
with the moft delicious Preleash of 
Ceres, Bacchus; and Pomona. 


7 Cyrus 
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Cyrus came to fpend Part of the 
Autumn in this fweet Solitude. One 
Day as’ he was walking with his Fa- 
vourite upon this magnificent Terrafs, 
Arafpes having taken a View of the 
neighbouring Hills and Plains, cry’d 
out with Extafy ! Sir, What a ra- 
vifhing Profpect is here! Were I to 
 furvey it again-and-again I fhould 
never be tired. 


fi Therefore, faid Cyrus, you are not 
of the fame Tafte with your Friend 
Aramys. 

» How fo, reply'd 4Arafpes ? 

He thinks, faid Cyrus, that there's 


fomething ftill wanting in ‘this Pro- 


{pect. 


Alas! Iam fure, reply’d Avafpes, 


that he would be as much charm’d 
with 
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with it as 1 am, were he but here to 


“enjoy [ae F isi 


Then, faid Cyrus, he would think 
ipouiaile than - fpeaks. To judge 
of his. Sentiments by his Book, a great 
Sea, feeming to touch the Sky, would 


be wanting to divert the Si + when 


fatigu'd by fo many different Objects 
as appear in this Landskip. 


Alas! faid Avafpes, Don’t you 
plainly fee that Avamys there talks — 
again like a Caledonian? In aCountry 


where the dry barren Soil hardly 


yields any Profpect but Rocks. al j 
Sand-Hills, the vaft Ocean would be — 
neceflary to divert the Eyes fatigu’d ~ 
by the dull Uniformity of the other — 
Objeéts ; and it was natural for Ara- — 
mys, whole Imagination was accu> — 
ftom’'d to fuch Relaxations ito fancy — 
a vaft Sea was fomething eflential 1 in | 


But 
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re But let’s drop his Notions about 
Profpedcts, and talk a little about 
_ » Aramys Si dcle I have told him 
» what a'Kindnefs you had for him, at 
-which he feem’d tranfported, and en- 
ogaged me, Sir, to beg i it as a Favour, 
athat you would. give him Leave: to 

- write your Life. . 


My Lite, cry'd Cyrus? God for- 
“bid | TE have feen Olenief” s Life; and 
» fhould be very mibeh - afraid, thatthe 
vwould.write mine in the fame Tafte. 
‘ The-Hiftory of my Life would be 
odikeithat of my Travels, aChain of 
five or fix feveral. Diflertations = Be- 
» fides, [love to make the only Figure 
»inmy Hiftory, and I fhould fear chat 
my Hiftorian, as he has done in the 
- Life of Olennef, will take as good a 
‘Place in it as I. 


ih 


But, 
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But, Sir, fuch a Man as he would 
improve by your Advice, and re 
form. a 


Reform, faid Cyrus, in an Ironical ‘ 
Strain ? Indeed you know full well - 
what Sort of People Authors are, and - 
what ungovernable - Pride ‘prevails — 
among them. 


Oh ! as for Aramys, faid Avafpes, - 


I'll anfwer for it, he is to be manag’d. 


I'll give you this Inftance to convince 
. Ce = 


you how tractable he is. As he was 
confulting one of his Friends about 
his Book, and -reading the Defcri 
tion of the Sea-Fight which the 4the- 
nians perform’d for your Diverfion, — 
when he came to the Phrafe, the — 
Warlike Trumpet gave the Signal *, 
his Friend faid to him jeftingly, that _ 


ee ee ee -" 





the Subject being a Sea-Fight, the . — 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 288. 
Epithet 
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Epithet ought to be changed for 
Marine. Avamys that very Moment 
took his Pen, ftruck out Warlike, and 
interlined Marine, which you would 
have had the Pleafure to have found 
in the Hiftory of my Travels, if his 
Friend, who was loth to carry the 
Joke too far, had not taken Care to 
undeceive him upon the Spot. | 


So much the worfe, faid Cyrus, 
I am for none of thofe purblind 
flexible Creatures, who are to be bent 
all manner of Ways, and cannot 
difcern the Value of the Leétures that 
are read to them. 


Neither I nor You are at Leifure 
to fet up as Cenfurers of Books, for 
the Sake of Aramys; and as we fhall 
be obliged to leave every Author that 
writes for us to his own Honour, ‘tis 
neceflary that he fhould know a little 
how to carry himfelf. Befides, tho 
Avamys has Wit, yet to faften pro- 


- perly 


193 


194 


A Supplement to the Ev’n, VI. 


perly upon a Character, to. paint it 
to the Life, and to wake Men hers 
by Facts anacher than. Phrafes, 

not feem to me to be his Talent. 
Therefore be ruled by me; never 
think more of making: him my Hifto- 


sipeenpber. 


You will however, Sir, obese to 
permit him to dedicate to you a Sort 
of Epick Poem, which he is jut ey 
to publifh 2 j 


By no Means, faid Cy rUS 5 Hoase | 
made it a Rule to myfelf not to — 


fuffer my Name to appear at. the 


Head of any Book which is not excel- . 


lent in its Kind. And. if we may 


judge of Avamys by my Travels, his 

Poem cannot be exquifite ; He ‘has no | 
Copia, no Variety, but ‘repeats. the 
fame Things a hundred times over. © 
When he goes about to defcribe Po- — 
litical Government, he never thinks of — 
any thing to compare itto but a Hu- — 
man — 
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mati Body ; his Incidents are always 
the fame, and flch as a Child of ten 
Years old might have invented ; or, 
to {peak more properly, he has none 
at all. 


How ! reply’d Arafpes, Do you 
know that Aramys is reputed a Man 
of very great Learning ? 


“fe feems indeed, faid Cyrus, that he 
has read a great deal, and has a good 
Memory. But with all his profound 
Knowledge, and great Wit into the 
Bargain, ‘tis poffible that he may 
want what the Men of Letters call 
Genius, which is the Soul of all fine 
Writings. — Befides, do you know one 
Thing, ‘which is, that they fay all 
the Learning of Aramys did not coft 
him any Thing. He is free and fa- 
miliar ro excefs with all good Authors. 
He makes no Difficulty to accommo- 
dare himfelf with every Thing that 
he fees in them to his Liking. For 
se i ee my 
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my own Part, I have difcover’d in 
the Hiftory of my Travels, a great 
many Paflages copy'd from * Olennef 
and ¢ Zefobus t. | 4 


Oh! as to Olennef, faid Arafpes, 
he had an indifputable Right. From 
the Scholar to the Mafter nothing isdue, 
they fay, but the upper Hand; every 
Thing relating to their Profeffion 
ought to be in common betwixt them, 
and it would be a poor Piece of 


Spite to difpute Aramys’s Privilege of — 


taking whatever he wanted fron 


Olennef. But to pulses Tefobus, 1 : 


can’t think it poffible, for he was his — 


Mafter’s Enemy. 


Yes, faid Cyrus, and ’tis plain that — : 


he took Zefobus to be an Enemy, 


for he treats him as fuch in good ~ 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 80. 


+ Tefobus is the Anagram of Boffuet Bifhop ; 
of Meaux. 


+ Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 157, &c. 
Earneft, 
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Earneft, and ’tis in this Quality that 
he plunders him without Mercy : He 
thought that every Thing he fhould 
take from him would be deem’d 
lawful Prize, and, in a Proverbial 
Senfe, fo much Booty taken from the 
Enemy. And God knows with what 
an Air he reprefents him to you all 
the while, and with what Affurance 
he decks himfelf with the Spoils he has 


taken from him. 


But, faid Arafpes,’ would he offer 
to take any Thing from a Man that 
he feem'd to defpife, and to whom 
he cannot give a good Word ? 


Tho you are no Stranger to Court- 
Craft, reply’d Cyrus, yet you are 
fill to learn the Policy of Men of 
Letters. 


With them, as well as with us 
_Courtiers, we find Writers, who, to 
conceal the fecret Correfpondence they 

O 3 have 
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have with an Author, whether dead 
or living, ‘from whom they fteal a 
thoufand Hints, wifely make ita Rule 
to thernfelves to run him down in all 
Places. bof@hy at 

' 5 S1f192 
This is not fo ill-jude’d, faid 
Arafpes; Men are, as I plainly — 
fee; the fame every where in their 
Political Capacities, and only differia 
their feveral Views. . But after all, is 
it fo great a Crime for an Author, 
who has little thar he can call his own, 
to recruit from other Mens Stocks? 
For my own Part, Ithink ‘that fuch 
Conduét, far from hurting the Rer 
putation of a Man of Letters, is @ 
Proof) of his Judgment... Thus ‘the — 
Induftry of certain People: of » your 
Empire is applauded, becaufe, by in- 
riching themfelves with foreign. Come 
merce, they have plenty of every 
thing in an unprofitable , barren Soil; 
which affords its Inhabitants nothing.) 


Tis 











EE 
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Tis not the, fame; Cafe ..with . 


Wit, faid Cyrus, as.it is with: Lands, 
The principal Merit of an saute is 


Invention. 


b Alas ! faid Arafpes, by-your Fa- 
vour, Sir, I know of no Invention 

etter. than that of a Man’s taking 
from another what he wants himafelf, 
Bur, Sir, give me Leaveto tell you, I 
don’t. perceive any Token of that good 
Difpofition, which you told me you 
had for Aramys.. « You emis’: him 
fome.; ment, and now.-you 
feem . employment him from wey 
Thing. 


No, faidiCyrus, depend upon it that 
I will: employ. him, but I would have 
it ina Way that fits him, which ic 


will oe. 8 me Hp: fosne Time to think 
of. pImtaH ithigag 


O 43 ani 
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How long;Time, Sir, faid Atafpes? 2 
Is it a Matter that abfolutely. requires 
fo. much Deliberation ? You would 
not. propofe to give him a Commiffion 
in your Troops ? Aramys is too old 
to learn the Art of War. Sf 


Pray of what Age is he, seply 


Cyrus 2 M3 


‘J sic exactly tell weit: fais 
Arvafpes, but if we may judge of 
his Years by his- Mien, and by the 
Time that he has been known to the 
Republick of Literature, he cannot be 
far off of Fifty. res 


Well, faid Cyrus with a Smile, 
would you have us make a Magif- 
trate of him ? His Book is a perfect 
Code of Laws, and Rules for the Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice. The Author, 
in my Opinion, has a Gout for that 
matin 

Indeed, 
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Indeed; ‘reply'd Arafpes, Aramys 
has an Air of Gravity, which would 
fait wonderfully well with the Senator's 
Robe; but I believe ‘he is better 
skilf'd in the Laws of Greece and 
Egypt, than in thole of Perfia and 
Affyria ; 1 fancy the Profeflion of a 
Wir, in which he has already made a 
fuccefsful Progrefs, is the only Cha- 
rater wherein it would be agreeable 
to him to be advanced. 

vey 

Tis really in that very Character; 
faid Cyrus; that I defign to put him 
forward. © You know thar, being 
determin’d by the Example of Solon*, 
and by the Solidity of his Arguments, 
I think to eftablifh the Ufe of the 
Dramatick Poem in the Ea/ff, and to 
have fuch Amufements exhibited in 
thofe Reprefentations, as may be both 
agreeable and ufeful to a People en- 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 302: 
tirely 
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tirely indolent and fond of Pleafure. I 
thought immediately that Aramys 
would be a very fit Perfon to fecond 
my Defigns : [ intended to make him 
write for the Theatre, the general 
Laws of which he underftands toa 
Miracle ; but I ‘have confider’d that 
in all Cafes Theory and Practice are 


ae ee) 


Pen would be capable of producing 
no Pieces for the Theatre, but fuch’ 
wherein the Sentiments would be ge- 
nerally trifling, the Parts unconnected, 
the Characters unequal, inconfiftent, or 
improbable, and wherein the Perfons 
would come on and go off of «the 
Stage, and the Audience be: notable 
to guefs why they did one or the 
other, almoft like my Governor Hy/> 
tafpes in the Hiftory of my Travels, 
who difappears no Body knows why, 
leaving me to fhift for myfelf,\ at; the 
Age of Fifteen, and then comes back 
pO again 
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gain to me all on a fudden, tho’ not 
I was near Forty. , 


jill Sir, faid Arafpes, how. cam 
form a Judgment of his Genius 
the Theatre, from his rutiary of 
your Travels 2... — 


"That Hiftory, reply'd Gyrus, is a 
Romance, and a Romance is only an 
Extenfion of an Epick Poem, as the 
Dramatick Poem is an Abridgment of 
its. The fandamental.Rules of thefe 
three Sorts of Compofitions, are there- 
fore the fame. — They only differ in 
the Particulars, and a Man’ who, in 
one of thofe Pieces, acts counter, like 
Aramys, to. all ue firft Principles, is 
fcarce sikh to: fucceed in another. 


HE that.-be. the: Cafe, Sir, let «him 
have one of the firft Stations in that 
Society. of Philofophers, which, yo 
are going to eftablifh in pbk ia 


~ God 
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God forbid, faid Cyrus, I will have 
no vain Babblers in a Society of that 
Nature. I defign to fill it with 
Perfons who underftand Nature, 
and know how to make her fubfer- 
vient to the Welfare of my Sub- 
jects. 


That's the very Thing, faid Araf- 
pes, for which no Man is fo fit as 
Avamys. No-body will deny but he 
has the Advantage of being an able 
Naturalift, he has faid fo many and 
fo fine Things upon the Head of Na- 
tural Philofophy in his Book. Ja 


And above all, reply’d Cyrus, he 


delivers them fo very pertinently. 


Pertinently ? faid Avafpes, Yes ine 


deed. Zoroaffer, for Inftance, when 


mT OO _ 


Oe te ee 


he is to talk to you concerning the ¥ 
Author of Nature, was it not right — 


that he fhould begin with giving 
Me _ you 
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you a Defcription and Character of 
Nature itfelf ? ) 


You are in the right, faid Cyrus; 
fo a Man who is to treat of the 
Wind, in order to proceed with Re- 

ularity, ought not to fail, in the firft 
lace, to give a full Account of every 


Particular in the Compofition of a 
Windmill. 


But, faid Avafpes, where's the great 
Harm ? Tho the Compafs which 
Aramys takes to bring in his Difler- 
tations upon Nature, be not alto- 
gether fo juftifiable, yet that does 
not make him the lefs skill’d in Natural 
Philofophy, which is the very Poins 
now in Queftion. 


No, faid Cyrus, if we may judge 
of Aramys by his Book, ‘he has no- 
thing in him of a Natural Philofo- 
pher; it coft him no more to eftablifh 

his Syftems of Natural Philofophy, 


than 
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than it did ‘to explain that of the 
Laws and Government of Hgypr. 
He has only been at the Pains of co- 
pying. what we find in a ‘hundred 


different Treatifes, that have already 


appeard on this Subject, what is 
taught every Day in the Schools to 
Boys that are learning the firft Ele- 
ments of Natural Philofophy 5 I will 
only except two Paradoxes, whieh, 
in my Judgment, can be No-body's 
but his ; at leaft, with all the Read- 
ing and Scholarfhip that 4ramys al- 
lows' me to have, I fhould be to 
learn them ftill, if I had not read 
them in the Hiftory of my Travels. ~ 


A Natural Philofopher could ‘not 
be ignorant of what daily Experience 
tells all Mankind. Is there any 


Room to doubt that an infinite — 


Number of grofs Particles. evaporate 
every Moment from Bodies that are 
even the moft folid? yet Aramys 


boldly 





— " 
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boldly determines, that * the Sun 
cannot draw upwards Bodies . fo 
light and. fo difunited, fo detach’d 
from one another, fo mingled with 
an Element whofe Evaporation is 
prodigious, as are the Particles of Sale 
{catter'd in the Waters of the Sea. 


\ Aramys is of Opinion, that were it 
not for the Ebbing and Flowing of 
the Ocean, tt would only become a 
Mafs of ftagnated Waters + : So that, 
according to Aramys, violent Storms, 
Currents without Number, that ge- 
neral Motion which, by the Con- 
feffion of all Natural Philofophers, 
carries with it all the Seas, from the 
Eaft to the Weft, would not be fuf- 
ficient to prevent the ‘Waters of the 
Ocean from ftagnating. 


: The Travels of Cyrus, Vol 1. p. 202. 
4 Wid. p. 203. : | 


Alas! 
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Alas! now, Sir, faid Arafpes, you 
put me out of all Hopes, and I can’t 
{ee after this, what Bufinefs you can put 
Aramys to. Indeed there ftill remain 
Ethicks and Politicks, which he might 
be employ’d in ; but from the Hu- 
mour you are in now, I fear that 
youll think him as unfit to treat of 
thofe Matters, as of all the reft. 


Neither, faid Cyrus, do I think 


that Avamys can fucceed in Politicks. 


In the Hiftory of my Travels, he ex- 
hibits feveral Syftems of Government, 
fome of which are founded on very 
odd Principles, tho’ he thinks them 
all equally good. _ He approves of the 
Egyptian Law *, which allotted one 
third of the Lands of all the Kingdom 
to the Military Men. Which Law, 
by putting the Soldier before-hand in 


Poffeffion of what ought only to be — 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 174 


the 


OO ee ———— 
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the Reward of his Toils, deprives his 
Valour of one of the moft proper 
Springs to put it in Motion. 


But, Sir, faid Arafpes, confider 
that this Syftem is only one Link of 
the general Syftem of the Egyptian 
Government, which divided Men * 
into three different Clafles: And it 
was but natural for the Diftribution 
of Lands to be regulated according 
to thofe three Divifions. 


~ There again, faid Cyrus, has your 
Friend Aramys miftaken. Ought he 
not, by the Way, to have fhewn the 
Defect of a Syftem as unjuft as it is 
rnicious 2, All Men are born equal, 
their different Employments and 
Stations in the Government, conftitute 
a fufficient Inequality betwixt them, 
without obliging the greater Number 
of them to:a Sort of natural Incapa- 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Voli I. p, 172. 
ger city 
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city of attaining to Conditions for 
which Providence often gives them 
the moft fignal Talents. Don’t we 
know that Heroes, Conquerors, the 
Founders of vaft Monarchies, and the 
greateft Men in all Capacities, were 
moft of chem born in a Condition 
different from that to which they were 
advanced by their Merit 2, And what 
Advantages would not a Republick 
deprive itfelf of, that fhould reduce 
them to the Condition of their Fa- 
thers, by retaining Men in Obfcu- 
rity, that were born to be its Glory | 
and Support ? aot 


I plainly fee, Sir, faid Arafpes, 
what you have in View. You are 
for re{training Avamys to Ethicks. Very — 
well ; that’s what he will like ; for 
he’s an honeft Man: his Maxims are © 
found, and his Principles are fure and - 
folid Foundations for good Manners. 
Depend upon’t that he will aé&t fo a 

- this 
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this Capacity, as to make you wifh 
you had not baulk’d his Genius. 


Fear not, faid Cyrus; be affurd 
that in the Execution of the Project 
which I have juft now thought of 
for him, his Genius will not be 
crampd. No; Moral Philofophy is 
fomething too ftinted for fo large a 
Soul as his. He may put it down in 
his Books, and I have that Opinion 
of him, that I believe it will be al- 
ways good ; only tell him, that, for 
the greater Security, when he is drawing 
certain Pictures of Manners, he fhould 
always take Careto mix the Antidote 
with the Poifon, and to make his 
Readers fenfible of the Malignity of 
all Cuftoms that are a little conta- 
gious, which his Subject may engage 
him to defcribe. For Example ; In- 
ftead of infifting upon the Imperti- 
nencies * which Chi/o talks to me to 


'® The Travels of Cyrus, Vol.I. p.216,217. 
P 2 excule 
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excufe the Lacedzemomian Nudities at — 
the publick Games, if ever Occafion 
offerd to fpeak again of fuch a 


~Cuftom, he fhould by all Means take 


~ Care to put into my Mouth, or elfe 


to declare for me, all the Arguments 
proper to expofe the monftrous In- 
decency of fuch a Proceeding ; how — 
likely Objects of this Kind are to raife 
all the Fire of the Paffions in both — 
Sexes; efpecially how violent thofe — 
Impreffions muft be upon young — 
People in their Heat of Blood, and — 
fuch asare rarely feen but at Affemblies 
of this Kind. | 


Aramys, {aid Arafpes , Rie 


perhaps there was no Neceffity of 
veighing again{t a Practice fo contrary 


to our Manners, and fo manifeftly 


fhocking to our Modefty. 


‘Tis our Misfortune, faid Cyrus, 
that what is offenfive to Modefty, 
does not always-crofs our Inclinations, - 

and 
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and ‘tis abfolutely neceflary either to 
throw an obfcure Veil over every 
Thing that is immodeft, or elfe when 
a Man finds himfelf obliged to let it 
be feen, to arm Reafon with every 
Check that may help to curb the 
Paflions that are too prone to be 


unruly. 


_ Then, Sir, faid Avafpes, you can’t 
chufe but be pleafed with the Account 
which Aramys gives of the Commu- 
nity of Women eftablifh’d at Lace- 
demon *. 


Not at all, faid Cyrus, for he only 
fays that f he could not relifh the 
Spartan Roughne/s, which facrificed 
the fweeteft Charms of Society to Am- 
bitzon. All that can be inferr’d from 
thence, is, that the Pleafure of a fine 


Intrigue with a Miftrefs, ought not 


* The Travels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 218. 
‘° # Ibid. p. 219. 
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to be facrificed to favage Ambition. 
Js that a folid Confutation of the 
wild Complaifance of the Spartans ? 
I fay it again, that I believe Aramys is 
zealous big good Manners, but I’muft 
repeat what I have already faid; That 
in Moral Philofophy, as well as the 
reft, he fhould be cautious of defcribing 
every Thing that comes in his Way, 
without maturely confi idering the Na- — 
ture of the Objects which he fets be- 

fore his Readers. 


Si, reply'd Arafpes, you will find : 
him as tractable as you pleafe. Of 
this I have already given you mani- 
feft Proofs, and you will have yet more 
convincing ones, when you are pleasd — 
to fix on a Subject to employ him 
in. 


Well, faid Cyrus, I wilt now fae 


’ tisfy yout Longing. Afia fa has been 


for a long Time over-run with ay 
Torrent of bad Books, upon all Man- — 
7 ner 


Evn. VI. New Crropapta. 
ner of Subjects ; an Evil for which a 
Remedy ought to be provided in 
every well-govern‘d State, and which 
I have been long thinking how to re- 
gulate. Ac laft I am come to this 
Conclufion. Two Things equally 
contribute to this Mifchief ; the Mul- 
titude of thofe who fet up for Au- 
‘thors, and the ill-chofen Subjects 
which they undertake to treat of. 


The firft of thefe Abufes I propofe 
to reform, by eftablifhing a Tribunal 
for examining the Abilities of fuch 
as devote themfelves to Writing, and 


no Perfon fhall be fuffer’d to pefter 
the Publick with his Compofitions, 
but fuch to whom the faid Tribunal 
fhall give an Approbation in due 
Form, with the Name and Character 
of the Candidate. Befides this, there 
fhall be a fecond Tribunal, to exa- 
mine the peculiar and particular Ge- 
nius of every Candidate, in order to 
determine what Faculty fits him beft, 

P4 | and 
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and to fettle him in the Degreeto which 
his Abilities in that Faculty are capable 
of attaining. Aramys fhall be at the 
Head of this fecond Tribunal, and 
his Bufinefs fhall be to compofe a 
Book every Year for the Novices in 
Wit, according to the Model of his 
Hiftory. of my Travels. He fhall in- 
title ic Univerfal Effays, and, as he 
has done in my Hiftory, he fhall 
therein treat of all Subjects in which 
Wit is employ’d, as Philofophy, T beo- 
logy, Hiftory, Chronology, Mythology, 
Politicks, Etbicks, Furifprudence, the 
Dramas Belles Lettres, &c. And that. 
he may not be cramp‘ in his Pro- 
du@ions, he fhall be empowerd by 
publick Authority to collect from an- 
tient and modern Authors, whatever 
fhall fuit him, or directly or indireétly 
anfwer his Purpofe; and this without 
being obliged to lofe Time in quoting 
Pages and Chapters. In a Word, he 
fhall follow the fame Method which - 
he and the Publick have been fo much 

improy d 
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improv d by in the Hiftory he. has 
given of my Travels. He fhall add 
no more than one copious Index to 
it, wherein he fhall fec down Alpha- 
betically the Heads of all the different 
Subjects which he treats of in his 
Work; and this fhall be a common 
Fountain which the young Candidates 
{hall be oblig’d to have Recourfe to 
for fuch Subjeéts as they have a Mind 
to try their Skill in; the Choice of 
which, tho’ made by themfelves, fhall 
no farther be valid, than as ’tis ap- 
proved by Aramys and his Affeffors : 
And, according as the Candidate fhall 
- fucceed in Experiments of this Kind, 
he fhall be ranked: among the Authors 
of the firft, fecond, third, or fourth 
Clafs ; for I propofe to eftablith fo 
many different Degrees among thofe 
Gentlemen, in order to keep up a 
Sort of Subordination, which is ne- 
ceflary every where, but more fo 
among a People fo untractable, fo 
prefuming, and fuch Enemies to all 
Supe- 
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Superiority founded on Merit, as is 


the Nation of the Learned. By that 
Means Aramys will have an honour- 
able Rank, an Employment fuitable 


to his Genius, Emoluments which I 


leave to your Friendfhip for him to 
fettle, and Panegyricks without Num- 
ber. For every Candidate that fhall 
work upon the Ground-Plos that is 
drawn by Aramys, fhall be enjoin’d 
in his Preface, to extol his Benefactor, 
and to confefs the Advantage he had 
of finding the entire Work he gives 
to the Publick, abridg’d in a Corner 


of the Univerfal Effays. Is there any 


Thing more, faid Cyrus to Arafpes, 
that you would have me do for him 2 


Sir, reply’d Ara/pes, nothing more 
remains for me, but to return you 
Thanks for your Goodnefs to him, 
and to declare to the World what 
Sort of Vengeance you keep im Store 
for thofe who have merited ‘your In- 
dignation, 

; That 
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- That Night Cyrus was to entertain 
the chief * Satrapes of his Empire at 
Supper, and when they were in the 
Height of their Mirth, he intended 
to-fignify his Refolution to them of 
engaging them in new Enterprizes, 
and of undertaking the Conqueft of 
thofe vaft Countries poflefled by the 
Maffageta, to the Eaft of the Cafpian 
Sea. A Meflenger coming in to 
acquaint him that the Tables were 
ferv'd, and that all waited only his 
Prefence, he repair'd to the banquetting 

Room, and not many Days after be- 
gan that famous War againft the 
Martial Zomyris, Queen of the Maffa- 
gete, which, putting an End both to 
the Conquefts and the Life of Cyrus, 
defeated all the Projects that he had 
form’d to reward the Works of Aramys. 


* The old Name for the Governors of the 
Perfian Provinces. 
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The First ConvERSATION. 














Seeens HE Marchionefs de * * * who 
es 3) Si has been thefe four Months at 
is 2) one of her Seats in the Coun- 
BESO, try, will not return to Paris 
ill next Spring. As fhe is a Lady of a 
delicate and florid Genius, and has a Tafte 
for good Books, and for thofe who write 
them, fo fhe is fond of the Friendfhip of 
feveral Men of Letters, fome of whom 


have 
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have made themfelves eminent by Compo- 
fitions that have obtain’d Applaufe. And 
fhe has one uncommon Quality, for which - 
fhe is ftill more to be valued, and that is 
her ftri& Impartiality. She never dives into 
the Literary Difputes of the Ingenious, but for 
her Improvement, or elfe for pure Amufe- 
ment. She judges folidly of every new 
Piece that comes out, and with equal Wit 


- and Reafon criticizes all fuch Works as 


merit the Honour of fo much Notice 
from her. 


She happen’d, fome Days ago, to be all 
alone, reading the Travels of Cyrus, which 
had been fent to her from the Countef$ de 


_ *& > > who had receiv'd’em from-the Au- 


thor’s own Hand, and in Refpeé& to him 
did not look into them herfelf, but lent 
them out to be read by all her Acquain- 
tance. I dare fay, that the Marchionefs 
had read the two Volunies throughout, and 
alfo the Differtation and the Letter, when 
the Chevalier de * * * her Kinfman, came. 
to fee her, and brought her the Travels of 
Cyrus, thinking fhe had not yet feen them. _ 
He was fuch an Admirer of this Work, and 
I had 
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had read it with fo much Attention and 
Pleafure, that he had moft of the Expreffi- 
ons in it by Heart, and often made Ufe of 
them, without knowing it, infomuch that 
one would have taken him for the {pruce 
Mr. Ramfay, fetting * himfelf off to the 
beft Advantage, and giving his own Hi- 
ffory. The Chevalier is a fuperficial, igno- 
rant Perfon, who, though he has little 
Judgment, and lefs Tafte, yet, by the Help 
of a finical Air, an affe&ted Tone of Speech, 
and an extravagant Jargon, fets up for a 
Man of Letters and a Wit: But the leaft 
Glimmer of Wit dazzles his Eyes; a Beauty 
out of its Place is never the lefs a Beauty 
to him ; the comparing Principle + is hardly 
of any Ufe to him: A Fable which is inge- 
nious for the Subje& of it, but flatly told, 
is fure of his Approbation: He loves to 
have a publick Difcourfe ftuff’d with merry 
Epigrams and idle Jokes, and is not afham‘d 
to admire thofe frothy, bombaft Writers, 
thofe metaphorical Wits, whofe Correction 
* Qui fe peignoit & fe racontoit lui mémz. Preface to the 
Archbifhop of Cambray’s Life, by Mr. Ramfay. Printed at Braffels 


in 1725. 
i Le Principe Comparateur, 'Trayels of Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 26. 
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has been attempted by a ufeful: Criticifm, 
But that Style efpecially, which. is. {enten- 
tious and broken, like.to that which is us‘d 
upon Screens, is fure to catch him ; ‘Tis in 
this Style he writes, and in. this Style he 
thinks every Man muft write, if he would 
pleafe what he calls Geometrical Undies . 
ftlandings. 


The eatpe ona receivyd the Chevalier 
with her ufual Complaifance, and they foon 
fell to talking upon the Book fo much in 
Vogue, which was almoft the whole Subje& 
of the firft Night's Converfation by the Fire 
Side. If it had | been Summer Time, no doubt, 
the Conference had been ina Wood, and, if 
poflible, by Moon-light, in which Cafe I 
would here have painted the Rays of the 
Moon, pafling through the Branches of the 
Trees, and making an agreeable Mixture of 
a very lively White, with a Green imchning 
to Black. The MarchionefS agreed that the 
Style of the Book was very elegant, and 
that the Author in the Detail had fet off 
his Sentiments in a very good Drefs. The 
Chevalier, charm’d to find her of his Opi- 
niog, faid to her, Madam, don’t you ad- 

mire 


Convil. Travels of Cyrus. 

mire that a Foreigner, who was grown up 
before he came amongft us, has hit fo cle- 
verly upon the Genius and Graces of our 
Language? There is no where, methinks, 
more Accuracy and Delicacy of Didion, 
and I take the whole to be perfe@ly ex- 
preflive, and thoroughly digefted. But, re- 
ply’d the Marchionefs, if there had been a 
little lefs in the Book of what you com- 
mend, perhaps, it would have been fo much 
“the better. For, fhe added, is it a Perfe€tion 
of Style to fatigue the Underftanding of 
the Reader, and always to fupprefs thofe 
Words which are fo conducive to the Col- 
leG@ting, and even the Forming of Ideas? In 
Truth, it is not ufing the Reader kindly. 


Alas! Madam, reply’d the Chevalier, this 
is what gives Pleafure to the Underftanding, 
How would you like to read a Book with 
a Style fo clear and fluent, that the Lady 
of the Prefident de * * * would compre- 
hend it at the firt Glimpfe? As for thof 
Particles which you are fo forty to find omit- 
ted, pray do but confider how {mooth they 
make Style, and how languid. Is it not 
better that the Connexion of the Thoughts 

Az be 
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be imperceptible to all, but fuch as have 
penetrating Eyes? A delicate Genius is fond 
of every thing that ftands detach’d by itfelf, 
and that has no Contiguity with any thing, 
becaufe it takes a Pleafure in difcovering — 
what it has a relation to, without being di- 
re&ted ; and fuch a one feems to himfelf as 
if he was actually compofing what he reads. 


I underftand you, faid the Marchionefs; 
you are for introducing Decoupures, 2. e 
Breaks, into the Writings of the Inge- 
nious.s The new Cyrus is very much in 
this Goat, with refpe& both to the Lan- 
guage and Things. For my Part, I affirm, 
that a broken, disjointed Style is a defective 
Style, and that an Author ought always to 
conne& his Thoughts himfelf, and to faye 
his Readers the Trouble. Give me Leave, 
Madan, {aid the Chevalier, to think other. \ 
wife. I can’t bear that trivial Perfpicuity 
which lets me into the whole at firft Sight, 
and which deprives me of a pleafing Pain. 
A Style like Mr. Ramfay’s is, in my Opi- 
nion, the Flower of that * Laconifm which 


« Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 275. 


has 
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has been admir'd in all Nations. By imi- 


tating the Rapidity of Thought it paints 
all in a Trice. 


The Flower of your Laconifm makes my 
Head giddy, reply’d the Marchionefs, and 
your Rapidity ftuns me. Is that really the 
Style of Telemachus, to which, ‘tis faid, 
fome Sots have had the Affurance to com- 
pare Cyrus ? Oh! faid the Chevalier, I own 
‘there is no Comparifon betwixt them ; for 
Telemachus being a Romance, or a Poem, 
and Cyrus being a Book of-Politicks and 
Ethicks, of Philofophy and fine Theology, 
the Style muft confequently be different. But, 
you Know, reply’d the Marchionefs, that 
Politicks and Ethicks are the greateft and 
the fineft Part of Telemachus. Yet there is 
no Flower of Laconifin in it, no Rapidity 
of Thought, but natural Images, keen Strokes, 
fublime Maxims, bright Turns of Expref- 
fion, Morals both in Defcription and AGi- 
on, and the whole happily preferv’d from 
thofe metaphyfical Refearches, that ftiff Ac- 
curacy, and that affedted Elegancy, which I 
hate in our modern Drolls, 
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- But, Madam, teply’d the Cheval, you 
don't reckon the Author of Cyrus in, t 
Number ; though, they fay, he is guilty 
feveral Novel Terms, with which -he ha 
had the happy Aflurance to embellifh ou 
Idiom. » After all, he added, Style: is th 
leaft thing to be contidatl in fach a W 1 
as this. The Things for which it muft be 
admii’d; are the Charaéters, the Refledi 
the bold and inftruGive Strokes, the fub- 
lime Leffons! What) fay you, Madam, am 
I miftaken? But.you muft grant, reply’d 
the MarchionefS, that one dull, cold Note 
runs through the whole, and that every 
thing, from the Beginning to the End, is 
mifmatch’d and mifplac’d. Cyrus, goes and 
comes, and does nothing. According to the 
Author's Fancy, he fometimes hears Fables, 
at other times Narratives; one while Le- 
Gures of Philofophy and Politicks, and by- 
and-by InftruGions on the-Subjeéts of War, 
Trade, and Religion. Yelemachus is much | 
the fame; bating the Speeches and finical — 
Dialogues.. Cyrus is always, as it were, in 
a Clafs, every now and then, asking School- 
th Queftions, childifhly believing every 
. i ory ‘thing 
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thing that is told him, and always embra- 
cing the Opinion of him that fpoke laft. 
Befides ‘this, he has no other diftinguifh’d 
Character, fo that they may be the Travels 
of any other Prince, as well as thofe of 
‘Cyrus. In fhort, he is as much a Child at 
the End of his Travels as he was at the Be- 
ginning, though he was then near’ thirty 
‘Years of Age. The Reafon is, becaufe he 
has no Wir nor Genius, and I would not 
‘warrant that he underftood one half of 
what was taught him. 


Madam, faid the Chevalier, will you 
pleafe to enter a little intothe Detail of the 
Work, which you fo much cenfure in the 
general, and to examine one thing after 
another. Confider, that ic has merited the 
_ Approbation of thofe who /2t up, at this 
Time, forthe Patterns of Wi. 1 perceive, 
Cyrus, with feveral other Books, adorns 
your Chimney-piece*. Let you and I run 
it over together How. bright does it 
begin! How bold and confpicuous is the 
Character of the Perfians and of the Court 





* Chamarre votre cheminée. An Expreffion of CW. C. in the 
Journal of Naacy, Tom. L 
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of Ecbatana! Do you think, faid the Mar- 
chionefs, that there is much Wit and Subli- 
mity of Genius in that Journcy which Cyrus 
makes under the Condué& of his Mother ? 
Mandana, who, ’tis pretended, had a Mind © 
adorned, and a Genius much above her Sex + 
(an Expreflion not very polite): Mandana, 
I fay, takes a Pleafure on the Road to 
entertain her Son, already fixteen Years old, 
with Fables and Nurfes Tales, Is was abfo- 
lutely neceflary, reply’d_ the Chevalier, that 
the Author fhould here fall in with the Ori- 
ental Tafte. This was then the metapho- 
rical Manner of gzving Education to a.grow- 
img Geuius*. The Author, who was a pra- 
found Philofopher, juftifies this Fafhion by 
a very folid Argument. Zhe Minds of 
young Perfons, fays he, cannot compare, 
they only perceive Things**. If this be fo, 
reply d the Marchionefs, ‘us ridiculous to 
entertain Children with Fables; for every 
Fable is a Comparifon. Yet, according to 
the Author, the Minds of Youth muft be 
infiructed by Fables, decaufe they cannot 


+ Vol. T.ip.o, ‘ 
* Dictionnaire Neologique has downer I’Education’ a Vefprit 
gai{fant. ; ; 
** Vol, T. p. 10, 


compare, 
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compare, and only perceive Things. Was 
there ever a plainer Contradiftion? As to 
the Oriental Tafte for Fables and-A pologues, 
I rejoice that this is not the Occidental 
Tafte.. Such childifh Things are furfeiting 
tous; andan Author of the Weft ought to 
have confider’d, that he wrote for the We- 
ftern Side of the Globe. 


But pray let us fee, added the Marchio- 
nefs, what happen’d at the Court of Eeba- 
tana? Aftyages trics the Genius of Cyrus, 
by putting feveral Queftions to him, relating 
to the Manners and Laws. of the Perfians, 
and the Child gives aftonifhing Anfwers; 
but what they were we know not; for we 
are told neither the Queftions nor the An- 
fwers.. All we are informed of is, that 


Cyrus talks a little too much, and does not . 


hearken enough to others; that he decides 
with an Air of Sufficiency, and feems too 
fond of Wit *. But in order to cure him 
of thefe Faults, his Mother, who had hi- 
therto entertained him with infipid Fables, 
tells him a metaphyfical and political Story, 
in which, really, there’s not one Circum- 


* Vol. L p. 14 
fiance 


wel 
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ftance that is applicable to What he is re. 
proach’d for. She propofes to him for a 
Pattern, a Prince of Taciturnity (conte- 
quently one of a fullen’ referv’d ‘Tem- 
per) on’ purpofe. to hinder him. from 
deciding with an Air of: Sufficiency, and 
from being too fond of Wit: But at the 
fame Time, that he may lofe the Habit of 
Lalking a little 00 much, the places before 
his Eyes a’ Prince of Eloquence, that is to 
fay, -according to the Author himfelf, a 
Prince who * talk’d a great deal, and there- 
by made himfelf admir'd by all that heard 
him. Was’ not this a very proper Example 
to make an Impreffion on the tender’ Mind 
of Cyrus, and to render him filent? But 
does Mandana {fo much as pretend, that 
Taciturnity i is a valuable Quality in a young 
Man? Befides, why ‘does fhe fuppofe the 
Beotians {o far captivated with the Wit 
of an eloquent Prince, as to chufe him for 
their King? How could Wit make fuch | 
an Impreflion upon People fo decty’d for 
their Stupidiry and Folly, as the Baotzans 
are, by all ancient Writers ? Could that 
Princefs build upon the Authority of fo un- 


* Vol_L. p. 16. : 
polite 
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polite*a People, to convince Cyrus, that 
Judgment was always a more neceflary Ta- 
Jent for a King than Wit? As for my Part, 
- geply’d’ the Chevalier, in this Fable of the 
eloquent Prince, which you have. now 
fo feverely * cry'd down, 1 admire. that 
fine Variety of Shades in the Thought, 
that delicate Contraft of Chara@ers, and 
thofe politick Leffons of Inftru@ion proper 
for exercifing the Sagacity of fo young a 
‘Prince’ as Cyrus, and to prepare him for a 
fucceflive unfolding of Intelligence. 


The Paffage immediately following, ‘con- 
tinued the Chevalier, gives us real Caufe to 
admire the Military Genius and Courage of 
Cyrus. Merodac, Sonof Nebuchadnezzar 
King of Afjria, makes an Irruption into 
the Dominions of Afyages, who, to defend 
himflf, affembles an Army confifting in 
the Whole of 8000 Horfe. Heorderstwo 


» * Metre au rvabait Nuantes fines des Penfeés, Di&. Neol. 
Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 307. 


{ Ibid. p. 216, of the Original De Je preparer a un deve- 
fopement fucceffif d’ Intelligence. 
§ Thid. p. 191, of Raem/ay’s Tranflation. 


** P. 20. 
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of his General Officers to go and obferye 
the Enemy, and Cyrus accompanies them. 
The next Day Afyages aflembled a Council 
of War, to deliberate what Motions he fhould 
make. The Generals advis'd the fufpending 
all Action till the Arrival of new Troops. 
Cyrus then rifes up in the Midft of the Af 
fembly, and affirms, that an Attack may be 
made, becaufe he has obferv’d @ great Wood 
negletted by the Enemy, which may be taken 
Poffeffion of *. After having given fuch 
wholefom Counfel, the Author fays, that 
he held his Peace, blufo'd, and fear'd to 


have /poken too much. All, he adds, ad- 


mired his Genius for War at fuch tender 
Years, His Advice was follow’d, and they. 
prepar'd for Battle, 


Sir, reply’d the Marchionefs, you build 
upon a very weak Foundation. The Au- 
thor pretends to reprefent Cyrus to us as 
a couragious warlike young Prince. Mean 
time he makes him a timorous fhamefacd 
Child, who d/u/bes, after having fpoke but 
four Words, and fears he had faid too much. 
Probably he then thought of the //ené Prince, 


# Pea 3 gs B 
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But is it not ridiculous that old Warriors, 
and fo many experienc'd Commanders, thould 


not obferve a great Wood neglected by the 


Enemy, but leave the Glory of that Difco- 
yery to a Child? To be fure, reply’d the 
Chevalier, the Wood was very large to be 
fo eafily perceiv’d by an unexperienc’d 
Youth, and to be negle&ted by experienc’d 
Cemmanders, who could not think their Ene- 
mies fo unbappily overfeen*, forhaving neg- 
leéted that great W ood. From thence it follows, 
reply’d the Marchionefs, that the Difcovery 
was not very extraordinary, that the Generals 
of Affyages were not very watchful, and 
that the Medes were not fo well skill'd in 
the Art of War, as they are reprefented to 
‘us, becaufe a meer Child reads them a Leffon. 
Thofe great Captains have too ea/y Goodnefs+ 
in admiring Cyrus for having done a Thing 
which the meaneft Officer in our Days would 
have thought of, if he were admitted to a 
Council of War. This is the only Oppor- 
tunity which the Medes haye to fhew their 
Abilities in War, and yet they are repre- 
fented to us as weak Men, that know not 


* Partages d’ um efprit affez infortuné, Dict. Neol. 
z Travels of Cyrus, Vol.L. p.z09. Bonté sfop coafiaate. 
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the firft Rudiments of it. But does not 
Mr. Ramfay refemble them in fome Degree, 
by placing an Ambuicade of Horfe in a 
Wood? id Oa. 

Px aoe 

An Author is to be forgiven, faid the 
Chevalier, for want of Skill: in Military 
Affairs ; but, however, Madam, continu’d 
he, ‘tis impoflible but your *Hyeart muft yearn 
when you read what paffled when Mandana 
was leaving Ecbatana’s Court. She wasde- 
firous to carry back her Son with her, but 
Affyages prays her to leave him behind; for, 
fays he, he will be the Support of my old 
Age. Cyrus ftays and {wears to + give 
himfelf up to the Counfels and Judgment 
of Hyftafpes. Mandana, before the fets 
out, gives him a View of the Rocks that 
threaten Danger in a voluptuous Court. 


“She goes away, and Cyrus melts into Tears. 
~Thefe are Circumftances truly noble and 


affecting. I confefs, reply’d the Marchionefs, 
that there’s an Air of Dignity and Wifdom 
in Mandana’s Difcourfe ; but the Childhood 
of Cyrus is fo firongly exprefsid by the De- 


* Reflections attendries, Diét. Neol. 
t Dict, Neol. fe permerttre, 
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luge of Tears which he fheds at his Mother’s 
Departure, that he appears to us, as it were, 
with a Coral and Bells. Ah ! reply'd the 
Chevalier, thofe are natural virtuous Tears, 
which don’t at all disfigure the Hero, 
but adorn his Charadter. His Sentiments 
could not be reprefented otherwife*. Befides, 
as the Author -obferves, This was his firft 
Separation from his Mother. Could he 
ever fhed Tears at a better Time ? 


After all, continu’d the Chevalier, tho” 
whatever you have found Fault with hitherto 
is of no Moment, yet it furnifhes Matter 
for an agreeable Debate. But can’t 1 find 
out a Way to reconcile our.Sentiments ? I 
think this will do it: « Hitherto Cyrus. had 
* Jiv'd at the Court of 4fyages, without 
* being infected; but he ow’d his Chaftity 
“ neither to the Prefence of Mandana, not 
to the Counfels of Hyffa/pes, nor to his 
natural Virtue, but to Love.’ This Paffage 
is fimple, delicate, and bold, ‘and prepares 
the Way for the Defcription of a Paflion, 
wherein the Pleafure is feparated from the 
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Crime. Cyrus falls in Love with Caffan- 
dana, a Princefs of Perfia, bred up at the 
Court of Afyages, who, among a thoufand 
good Qualitics, had a * Fuffne/s of Thought, 
which was as natural to her as a Grace- 
fulnefs of Expreffion, and a Gaiety of Con- 
verfation, which abounded with delicate 
Strokes of Wit, unftudied and unaffected, 
Such a Choice could not but give Cyrus a 
fenfible Pleafure, and what the Author adds 
in this Place cannot difoblige the Ladies: 
* This Princefs produc'd, by Degrees, in his 
€ Soul all the Motions of that noble Paflion 
which foftens the Hearts of Heroes +, 
without leflening their Courage, and which 
places the principal Charm of Love in the 
Pleafure of Loving. Precepts, Maxims, 
and fevere Leflons, do not always preferve 
the Mind from the poifonous Arrows of 
Senfuality ! ’Tis perhaps exa@ting too much 
from Youth to require that they fhould be 
infenfible: And it often happens that no- 
thing but a well-plac’d Love can be a Se- 
‘ curity from ridiculous Paflions’ A dan- 
gcrous Rival makes Cyrus feel all the Dif- 
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quiets and Alarms which are created 
by the moft innocent Paflions. This 
Rival is Cyaxares, the Son of Affyages, an 
impetuous haughty Prince, who was unac« 
quainted with the Delicacy of Love*. The 
Author, reply’d the Marchionefs, feems to 
me to aggravate the Effects of Cyrus’s Love 
for Caffandana. Be the Paflion of Love 
ever fo chafte and virtuous, I cannot eafily 
believe that it can be of more effect than 
natural Virtue. Mr. Ram/fay is a pleafant 
Gentleman, in my Opinion, to think that 
Women are form’d to infpire thofe who 
tenderly love them, with Di/cretion, and to 
trump up an empty Aetaphyfical Love, fo 
much boafted by a Lady of the laft Cen- 
tuty. But how comes Cyaxares, who is 
unacquainted with the Delicacy of Love; 
to guefs, from the Guard Caf/andana kept 
upon herfelf, and from her referv’d Air with 
Cyrus, that fhe is in Love with Cyrus, at the 
fame Time that fhe appears gay and free 
with him, Cyaxares? He that is unacquainted 
with the Delicacy of Love, will always be 
the Dupe of a Rival, and have the Chagrin 
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to fee him favour’d as ua is by Caffan- 
dana. 5 he SM ae RS 






Hyftafpes, continu’d the Marchionefs, is 

a Man of as bright Parts as Cyaxares. When 
he {aw Cyrus thoughtful. and sGiora tert 
himielf, he fufpeéts him to be in Love, 
and upon this: Occafion tells him a very 
moving Story of the Loves of Stryangeus 
and Zarina; after which, Hyfla/pes, that 
Sage Mentor, prefcribes to him what Kind 
of Miftrefs he ought to chufe, and names 
Cafjandana to him. _ Cyrus makes a fincete 
Conteflion of his Paflion to him. But this 
Prince, that had long * been accuftom'd to 
open his Eleart to Hyftafpes, who was. not 
only his Counfellor, but the Confident of his 
Weakneffés, docs not, immediately Jet him 
into the Secret of his Paffion for Caffan- 
Gana, for Hlyftafpes was forcd, in fome 
Meafure, to pump it out of him, by the 
Rehearfal of an. amorous Story, and by Ad- 
vice not becoming a Governor. _ But avas 
that Story capable to convince a free young 
Prince, AS ot was, of the Dangers. of 
his growing Paffion, fince Stryangeus's 
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Amour with Zarina was only criminal, be- 
caufe he was already married ? The Amours 
of Stryangeus and Zarina, faid the Cheva- 
lier, are not to be confider’d in that Light ; 
‘Tis fufficient that there is an ingenious 
Series of Events and Motives, and a clear 
Moral, which is never the worfe for a {mall 
Inaccuracy. Here now you compare Things, 
whereas you ought only to perceive 
them. | 


. But, with your Favour, replyd the 
Marchionefs, I will now compare two Paf- 
fages, which I have obferv’'d: The firft is 
in Page 29 *, where the Author, {peaking 
of Caffandana, fays, ‘ That-her Father, who 
“was one of the principal Satrapes of 
‘ Perfia, had fent her to the Court of 
‘ Aftyages to be there educated. The fe- 
cond is in Page 52f, where the Author fays, 
with refpect to this very Princefs, ‘ Several 
* Ladies of the Court regretted her, but the 
greater Part rejoiced at the Abfence of a 
‘. Princefs, whofe Manners were too perfe& 
£ a, Model of difcreet Condut. . It is.our 


* Vol.I. p. 29. 
t Ibid. p. sz. 
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‘ Happinefs, faid they, to be rid of that 

« Stranger, whom the’ fevere Education of 
¢ the Perfians has made infenfible” Caffan- 

dana is a young Princefs, according to the 

Author, fent to the Court of Aftyages, there 
to be educated, and yet in that very Court 
is fhe reproached with having ad a fevere 
Education from the Perfians. Oh! Madam, — 
cry’ the Chevalier, the Princefs had a 
twofold Education, firlt among the Perfians, 
and laft among the Medes. You fhould add 
then, feply’d the Marchionefs, that in order 
to qualify the /evere Education of the Pet- 
fians, her Father Pharna/pes was willing fhe 
fhould receive a fecond Education, in a 
Court where Love was without Delicacy, 


‘ where * blind Pleafure was its only at- 


trative Charm, and where the Women 
thought themfelves defpisd, when no Ats 
tempts were made to enfuare then. 


But how abfurd is it to make the Women 
at the Court of Affyages fay, We are happy 
to be rid of that Stranger, whom the fevere 
Education of the Perfians bas made infen- 


® Vol Ep. 7 


file, 
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Sible *, when in the very Page preceding, we 
have the Symptoms of die moft violent 
Love, a. mournful Silence, a languifhing Air, 
a Vivacity of Wit extinguifb’d, and all her 


"natural Charms vanith'd Could the gay 


Ladies of that Court need any Thing more 
to difcover that Cafandanz was in Love, 
and did not prefent them with too perfec? a 


Model of difcreet Condué? +? Is it not na- - 


tural, reply’d the Chevalier, to think that 
the Women at the Court of 4/fyages, whofe 
Hearts were fo tainted, did not percéive the 
Senfibility of Caffandana, and that as they 
knew 0 no Love but what was corporal §, 
they mutt | be ignorant of the tender Effects 
of a Love chafte and dpappucled ? 


The MarchionefS was thorowly pleas’d 
with the Manner in which the Chevalier 
defended the Travels of Cyzus; for his Argu- 
ments made her as merry as his Expreflions. 
Word being then brought that the Supper 
was ferv’d in, the Chevalier talk’d a great 


* Vol. I. p. sr. 
+ Ibid. p. sz. 
§ Corporaiifer, Vol. IL 
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ZA AE next Morning the Marchi- 
weit onefs fent for the Chevalier, 
i who, the better to qualify him- 

USE24% | (elf for the further Difcuffi ion 
‘of the oF the Pate of Cyrus, had fpent fome 
Hours of the Night in ‘refle€ting ‘upon ‘the 
fineft Paffages of the Book. 1 fear, fia the, 
the Moment fhe faw him, that the Pains 
you took laft Night in Defence of the Cyrus 
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have hindred you, as the Poets fay, from 
refrefhing your Body by Sleep * - Mf “ye 
were among the Magi, your Senfes would 
be calm’d by Mujick and the Mori Se 
crifice. -Neverthelefs, if you pleafe, 2 if : 
you are not weary of my finding fo many 
Faults, we will take rother Journey with 
Cyrus. “With all my Heart, Madam, re- 
ply’d the Chevalicr ; you argue with fo much 
Wit and good Humour, that I fhall cer- 
tainly be of your Opinion very foon. — Gy: 
ris in bis Childhood, or rather Youth, has 
but.jittle Impreflion,on you, and I perceive 
that you ate not to be pleafed without the 
Sublime. Ihave fome Remarks to “offer 










- youto Day, Madam, wherein you will find 


the + Surpri/ng joyn’d to the Natural ; for 
the Second and following Books, which we 
are next to confider, do far excel the 
Fict. But, faid the Marchionets4 interrupt. 
ing, him, the firft Book upon which we dit 
cours’d Jaft Night, feems to me to be the 
moft important Part of the Treatife, it be- 
ing that i in which Cyrus is moft.aGtive, and 
wherein the Events concern him moft imme- 


*°Travels of Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 103. 
4 Tbid. pp. 303- 


diately. 
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diately. In the reft of the Book there is 
no AGion at all; for the Hero only walks 
abour, and meets with Politicians, Philo- 
fophers, and Divines, that give him Leétures, 
to which he never fails to give Ear, and is 
fo tractable, and credulous, that he takes 
all they fay for granted ; fo that there’s no 
Invention, no Art, no Variety. 

No Variety ! reply’d the Chevalier. Has 
not every Journey a particular Motive? Is 
not every Adventure different? What a Di- 
verfity of Ideas and Inftruétions is there 
upon all manner of important Subjects? 


Alas! do you reproach the Author with 


want of Variety! Iown, anfwer'dthe Mar- 
chionefs, that the Author does not repeat 
the fame Things, and that though he often 
returns back to the fame Subjects (as for Ex- 
ample to Politicks, to the Diftin&ion of 
the three States) there is an Air of Variety 
in the Ideas which he communicates. But 
what I fay is, that he has not fafficiently 
vary d his Method of Narration. There is 
too conftant a Uniformity in the Difpofi- 
tion, Turn, and Relation of the Subjedts he 
treats of. Every Piece feems to be cut out 

by 
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by the fame Pattern, and the Author has 
been fo very negligent of ‘Art and Invention, 
that one would take him for the Difciple 
that famous Legiflator of Athens, whe 
he reprefents to us as the declared Enemy 





of Imagination. Ah! Madam, reply’d the 


Cheviliet, a little more Indulgence, I be- 
feech you. ‘The Subftance ought to carry 
it here before the Form. The Author did 
not propofe to write a Romance. Art and 
Invention are quite out of the Queftion; 
and if there be any thing in this Work 
which’ Imagination has a Right to lay” claim 
to, “tis only a few Epifodes artfully inferted 
to ‘corteét’ the pernicious Sterility of the 
Dida&tick Style, and to qualify the auftere 
Gravity of a fublime Moral. For Example, 
lam charm’d to fee how Cyrus approaches ~ 
the Magi in the Second Book, with his 
Spoufe Caffandana. ' The Pourtraicture of 
thofe Philofophers is admirable. The Hi- 


ftory of the Amours of * Zoroafter tranf- 


ports my Soul, and gives it lively and plea- 


fing Emotions, But befides thofe moving 


* The Abbe du Pans’s Differtation on the’Epiek Poem: Jranf- 
porte mon ame, @ lui caufe de vives Ge cheres fecouffes. 


Images, 
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Images, what a learned Profufion is thtre of 
“Arguments in ‘Natural Philofophy, and of the 
Perfian Mythology ! [ confefs to you, faid the 
\MarchionefS, that the Picture of thofe Magi 
spiraled me extremely, and that T have a 
“profound Veneration for thofe pious Her- 
“mits of all’ Ages, who apply'd themfelves 
“faccetfively to (Mufick, ‘Prayer, ‘and Study, 
“and who * over againf? a Company of Women 
“avere~ neither “fevere, nor ‘melancholy, nor 
thouebtful, But agreeable’ and polite “How 
am I charm’d with that Province, it which 
“each Sage had in the Empire of Philofophy ! 
rand efpecially with the Maxim eftablifh’d 
“among them, That the Sciences were no 
_fiirther valuable than they fero'd as Steps to 
afecnd to the great Oromazes, and from 
> thence to defend back to Man. But here 
“hé omits to tell us, that another of the 
Maxims among thofe Magi was, ‘that Plea- 
fre 4+ is the only moving Spring of Man's 
Heart, Yet thisis the very Do@trine which 
“the Author afcribes to them in the Begin- 


ning of his Book, and which at the fame - 


* Travels of Cyrus, Vol, Lip. 62. 
4 Ibid. p. 64. Departement. 
<j Ibid. p. 8. 
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Time he takes to be very pernicious, ‘ That 
‘ which contributed, /ays he, to increafe 
‘ this Corruption of Mind, Manners, and 
* Sentiments (at the Court of Aftyages) 
* was the new Doétrine {pread every where 

‘ by the Magi, That Pleafure is the on 

* moving Spring of Man's Heart. For as 
* each Man was free to place his Pleafure 
* according to his Fancy, this Maxim autho- 
* rizd Virtue or Vice, according to every 
* one’s Tafte, Humour, or Complericy. e 


I queftion, added the Marchionefs, whe- 
ther thofe Magz were to blame, in the main, 
and whether the Author was in the right t to 
charge the Corruption at the Court of Ec- 
batana, to that which he afferts to be their : 
Do@rine. For fince every Man is free * to 
place his Pleafure according to his Fancy, in 
Vice or Virtue, this Do@rine fo much in 
favour of the Freedom of the Will, cannot 
be of itfelf a Source of Corruption ; and for 
my Life, I am not able to difcover where 
is the Poyfon of fuch Philofophy. But af- 
ter the Author has reprefented the Mag# to 
us as Corrupters of the Mind, Manners, 


* Ibid. 
and 
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and Sentiments, how comes it that he paints 
thofe fame Men to us as holy Perfonages ; 
You would take them (except in the Com- 
pany of Women) for Fathers of the De- 
fart. Could Cyrus help being prejudic’d 
againft them, knowing the fecret Poyfon of 
their Morals, of which, no doubt, he was 
informed during his Refidence at the Court 
of Afiyages? * At leaft, how comes it to 
pafs that he had not the Curiofity to ask 
the Archimagus Zoroafter how he account. 
ed for fo fatal a Do@trine? 


But, continued the Marchiorefs, it muft 
be confefsd, that florid Defcriptions and 
captivating Expreffions hinder the Sight of 
thefe little Inconfiftencies of the Author, 
and are like thofe pretty Hills he {peaks of 
here, «which as they open’d made the Objetts 
feem to fly away t. There is fomething 
pleafant in the Adventures of Zoroaffer. I 
am affected with his Narrative, except in one 
Phrafe, which I think a little indifcreet, 
where he fays, f left my Father’s Palace, 


* I have already feen at Ecbatana feveral Magi, who talk the 
fame Language with Anaximander. Cyrus Vol Ul. p. 1% How 
Comes it that Cyrus obferves fuch a profound Silence here, on fo 
important a Point ? 

i Cyrus p. 62, 
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I was young, was. a Prince,.and did not 
confult Reafon+,.. The Character, he gives 


of that Government in Lycia, which made 


the Men fubje& to the Women, and, which 
put the Sceptre into the Hands of our Sex; 
is agreeable and tempting. *. The | Good- 
Nature of the Sex, fays , our. Author, 


prevented all the Mifchiefs of Tyrannys 


But the worft. on’t is, that in two or three 


Lines after, we find a Queen dethron’d in that 


fame Country, by the Ambition of her Kinf- 
woman; from whence I can‘ help inferring, 
in fpite of my felf and the Author too, that 
there is not a Pin to chufe betwixt the Go- 
vernment of Women and that of Men. 
My Heart is melted at the affectionate 
Withes of the honeft Archimagus, in favour 
of Cyrus, and at his conftant Tendernefs for 
the beautiful Seésma, who was {natch’d from 
him by Death ; ‘ My only Comfort, fays he, 
« isthe *Hopes of fecing Se/éma again in the 
‘ Sphere of Fire, the pure Element of Loye, 
* Souls make Acquaintance only, here be- 
t} Cyrus p. 69. 


* Ibid. p. 74. 
4 Ibid. p. $8. 
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¢ low; it is above that their Union-is con- 
¢ fummated. O Selima, Selima ! \ fhall joyn 
¢ you again one Day: Our Flame will be 


¢ Eternal. I know that in thofe fuperior 


© Regions your Happinefs will not be com- 
¢ pleat ’till I fhare it with you. They who 
¢ have lov'd each other purely will love for 
‘ ever. Truc Love is immortal!’ Do but 
obferve and admire the Fortitude of Zoro- 
after’s Mind, in comforting himfelf with 
the Hopes of feeing again, one Day, in the 
Fire, that dear Spoufe of his, whofe Soul 
had contratted an Acquaintance here below 
with his, and who cannot be compleatly 
happy ‘till her fond Husband comes to Keep 
her Company in the Fire, the pure Element 
of Love. 


How heschntie you banter, Madam, faid . 


the Chevalier! You know how to give a 
comical Turn to the moft Sublime Subjeés : 
As I have not that happy Talent, I muft 
take Leave to tell you, that I can {ee no- 
thing of Ridicule in it, with all the Opticks 
I have, and that Zoroaffer could not de- 
cently converfe otherwife with Cyrus, when 
e<fontons was in Company. Zot obfter, a 
polite 
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polite and gay Philofopher, was very fenfible 
that he fhould infallibly have weary’d the 
Princefs by Leétures of Natural Philofophy, 
and Scraps of Mythology ; therefore he en- 
tertains her with the diverting Story of his 
Amours, and gives her a Syftem of great 
Confolation to Women that are parted by 
Death from their Lovers, or, if you pleafe, 


their Husbands. And afterwards, while Zo. 


roafter initiates the Prince in all the Myfte- 
ties of the Oriental Wifdom, Caf/andana 
converfes with the Wives of the Magz, and 
delights herfelf with the Harmony of their 
Concerts. Truly, reply’d the Marchionefs, 
fhe did very well to prefer good Mufick be- 
fore chimerical Syftems, which probably 
would have been as unintelligible to that 
Princefs as they are to me. For, I cone 
fefs to you, that I have no Notion of 
that Ethereal Matter which is the Body 
of the + Great Oromazes, whofe Soul is 
Truth, nor of many other Whimfies, which 
Zoroafter here pronounces with Gravity. 
Mean Time the Author, reply’d the Che- 
valier, lays down a Syftem that is very 


t Cyrus p. 98. 


agreeable 
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agreeable and magnificent ; a Fire pure and 
* divine, expanded in the Spaces of the Em- 
pyrewm, by means of which, not only Bo- 
dies but Spirits become vifible, the great 
Oromazes in the Midft of this immenfe Fire ; 
the God Mythras feated near him; around 
his Throne, the Fyagas, the Synoches, the 
Teletarches, the Amiliffes, and the Cofmo- 
goges. Oh Heavens! cry’d the Marchionefs, 
what Names! what Creatures are thefe! 


Arimanius, chief of the Fyngas (conti- 
nued the Chevalier, with a myfterious Smile) 
afpires to an Equality with the God My- 
thras, and ftirs up all the Spirits of his 
Order. Oromazes withdraws his Rays, and 
immediately the Sphere of Arimanius be- 
comes a dark Chaos. Mean time, Oromazes 
is affected with Compaflion for the difmal 
Condition of thofe Spirits; he diffipates 
their Chaos, he difentangles its Elements, 
and ranges them in Order; and that was the 
Origin of the Creation of the World, that 
is to fay, of the Sun, and the feven Planets, 
including the Earth. The flothful gloomy 


® Cyrus p. 98. 
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Kos 


Genii rctir'd into Saturn ; the impious and 
learned Genii into Fupiter ; the q arrelfon 
and vindictive Genz into Mars ; the impr 
Genii into Venus ; the weak and wavering 
Minds into Mate the capricious and 
fantaftical Genii into the Moon: All w yhich 
Genii regulate the Influence of the Stars. oa 








As for the Earth, it was fill’d with GP ii 
of all thofe Species whom the God Mythras 
is inceflantly pursfying and exalting*. Thofe 
who love Virtue fly away, after Death, into 
the Empyreum, where they are reunited ¢ tc 
their Origin. Thofe, on the contrary, who 
fuffer theives to be corrupted by Vice, 
fink deeper and deeper into Matter, fall fac- 
ceflively into the Bodies of the meaneft 
Animals, and run thro’ a_ perpetual Circle 
of new Forms, till they are purg’d of their 
Crime, by the Pains they undergo. At laft, 
whet 9000 Years are expir'd, Arimanins will 
be deftroy’d and exterminated, the univerfal 
Harmony will be reftor'd, and Men will ive 
happy, without any bodily Want. ‘Ts it 


* Cyrus, p. x12. Souls that are in a State of Perfe@lion do not 
dsfre everlaftirig Happinefs barely as a Condition that “affords 
them Picafure, Joy, or Deliverance from the Sufferings of this 
Life, but as a State that exalts, that purifies, that confummates our 
Love, MM. de Fenelon’s Life, printed in Holland, p. 66. 
poflible 
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offible not to be captivated with hs 
Cherm of thefe Datirines * 2 


- How fine is all this! fii the Marchioneds, 
I ferioufly own that this Expofition makes 
a wonderful Pi@ture; but you will confeds 
that there’s not a great deal of good Senfe 
in it. Where is the Proof of all thefe 
aftonifhing Suppofitions? The Prince is a 
mete Fool to admire thofe fublime Difco- 
vertices, which feem to me to be a mon- 
ftrous Medley of the Phyfico-Theology of 
the Perfian Philofophers, with the extra- 
vagant Religion of the Vulgar. I can’t 
forbear laughing, when I fee Cyrus forgive 
ZLoroafter for not producing any Proof, and 
proceed immediately to the Confequences ; 
‘ Lam therefore, /aid he +, a Ray of Light 
“emitted from its Principle, and I am to 
‘ return toit, You raife within me an in- 
« exhauftible Source of Pleafures, which I 
knew not before.  Adverfity may here- 
after fhock me, but will never overwhelm 
me. All the Misfortunes of Life will ap- 
pear to me as tranfitory Dreams.’ 


“ 


“ 


on 2) 


* Abbe du Pons’s Differtation on the. Epick Poem. 


4 Cyrus, p. 113. 
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Confider, Madam, faid the Chevalier, that 
Men were not formerly fo unbelieving as 
they arc now. When 4Auchifes, in the 
neid, explains to Aneas the Syftem of the 
World, and the Immenfity of the Divine: 
Being which animates it, together with the 
Nature and Deftiny of Souls, Azeas hearkens 
to him with Attention, and believes. Would 
you have had our Author to have made 
Cyrus a cavilling Difputant? No, faid the 
Marchionefs, but 1 could wifk he had made 
a Man of Senfe of him. Virgil was not for 
making A°neas difpute with his Father in 
the Evy/ian Fields, where he could have no 
Manner of Sufpicion of whatever was. 
taught him, becaufe Anchifes was fappos'd 
to be at the Fountain of Truth, and in a 
Sort of a State of Infallibility. But this 
cannot be faid of the Difcourfe made by Zo- 
roajter ; and Cyrus is in the wrong to take 
him at his Word, becaufe every Thing 
which that Archimagus tells him, is full of — 
Difficulties, which are enough to ftartle the 
meaneft Capacity. Ina Word, I fay it once 
more, I think Ca/fandana was happy that 

fhe 


Cony.Il Travels of Cyrus. 


fhe was out of the Heating of all this Con- 
verfation. 

What ! reply’d the Chevalier, is it poffible 
you were not taken with thofe /umptuous 
Images * which arife from Subjects in Natural 
Philofophy,fo learnedly explain’d by Zoroafter? 
That's what they call the Excellency of Philo- 
fophy. Truly, faid the Marchionefs, I know 
not what you find of the Marvellous in it : 
My Son, who ftudied Philofophy but laft 
Year, Knows as much as all that comes to, 
and tho’ lam no Scholar, I have read the 
very fame Thing in I know not how many 
Books. But what aftonifhes me, is to fee 
Zoroaffer in the Drefs of a vidas Philo- 
fopher : You know thet the Antients were 
mifcrable Naturalifts. Do you make no 
Account, faid the Chevalier, of that diftiné 
and clear Expofition of all thofe Philofophical 
Tenets, which carries with it the 4pparatus 
of a laborious Sagacity? This challenges 
your Praife with Authority +t. What can 
be more ingenious than the Turn the Au- 
thor has invented to make Zoroa/ffer, with 


* Abbe da Pons’s Differtation on Epick Poetry. 
¥ Ibid. 
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Impunity, a ftaunch Cartefian §.: ‘The Chal. 
‘« deans, the Egyptians, and the 


‘ phifts, had a wonderful Knowledge of 
‘ Nature, but they wrapt it up in Allego- 

‘ rical Fables. . And. this, doubtiefs,, is the 
‘ Reafon that venerable Antiquity, has. been 

« reproached with Ignorance in Natural Phi- 
« lofophy.’ . Thus the, courteous Zoroa/fer 
has only ftripp’d the Allegory of its obfcure 
Pageantry, being convine'd that it does not — 
always deferve the Honour of Myla. ? as 


Be but confiftent with yourlelf, ate 
the Marchionefs. You. are the declared 
Encmy of the Antients,; You reproach them 
inceflintly with Ignorance, of Method, and 
of Natural Philofophy, and yet you eftablifh 
an Apologetick. Maxim in their. Favour, 
which. the boldeft of their. Admirers would 
not prefume. to advance. Moreover, what 
are thefe AMegorical Fables, in which new 
Difcoveries are. wrapp’d_ up ? The. Author 
would be very much. puzzled, if, he was 

prefitd to point them out to us, - You arc 
cntertale. faid the Cheyalicr, with the 
brighteft Novelty, and that it may come to 


§ Cres, Vol. 1. p. 89. 
you 
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you with a Sanétion, ‘tis prefented to you 
with the venerable Air of Antiquity, and 
yet you are’ not fatisfied. But, Madam, he 
added, why do you think there is fuch an 
impenetrable Obfcurity in what Zoroa/fer 
fays, when he teaches that the Atherial 
Matter zs the Body of the Great Otomazes, 
whofe Soul is Truth* ? and that the Soul of 
the Great Ofitis forfook his Body, which ts 
Nature + ? Who fhould ennoble Phy/fico- 
Theology with fuch great and lofty Characters, 
but Men of refin’'d and exalted Talents 2 
Say rather, reply’d the Marchionefs with an 
Air of Vivacity, that ‘tis the Talent of fuch 
to throw Darknefs upon the cleareft Objedts. 
Let us dive no farther into thefe enthufiaftical 
Chimeras. Idon’t pretend to more Senfe than 


Caffandana. She was not reckon’d worthy | 


of thefe fine Difcoveries, nor am I willing 
to give myfelf the Trouble of inquiring 
into them any farther. But, fhe added, °tis 
remarkable that, in reading the Author's 
Difcourfe upon Mythology, 1 had a Glimpfe 
of his Defign, He infinuates that he has 
found out a Syftem of Religion, common 


* Cyrus, p. 98. 
¢_Tbid. p. 192. 
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to. all the Nations of Antiquity, . But Jown 
to you, that. all thar he fays: here is patt 
my Comprehenfion, Yet the Matter ought 
to have been fo clearly made out, that there 


would have been no need to turn to that 


Difcourfe, but in Hopes of a inte a 
planation. 


‘Tis plain, reply’d the Chevalier, that you 
are a Stranger to the Pleafure there is in 
finding out the Senfe of an obfcure Paflage 
‘ The Gods have fpread a Sacred Veil over 
* Religion, which opens and vanifhes, when 
‘ the Eyes of the Underftanding are able to 
‘ fupport its Brightnefs.’ By diving into this 
Syftem, which you think too clear, that of 
the Fewi/h Religion is explain’d of Courfe, 
as appears from the Conclufion of Cyrus’s 
Travels, Therefore don’t reproach the Au- 
thor any more for talking axnigmatically ; 
‘Tis Zoroafter that {peaks +. After haying 
colleéted himfelf inwardly, /4e concenters 
and confines himfclf in his Spiritual Na- 
ture § ; and thus reprefents the Sublime 
Flight of an Enthufiaft: « ** Spirits of this 


* Cyrus, P. 97° 

+ Ibid. p 

6 Mr. Rafa s Lif: of Fenelon, Dutch Edit: pigs. 
** Thid. p. 47. 
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* Caft love Figures that are bold and hyper- 
¢:bolical, Expreflions that are brisk and 

¢ lively; ‘and ‘Turns that are humorous : 

¢ Being Imitators of fair Nature, they neg- 
‘Je& to range Phrafes methodically, and 
‘adorn the Whole with a lovely Confu- 

¢ fion, wherein every Thing is Sentiment, 

¢ without Art, 


Let us juft touch upon it, faid the Mar- 
chionefs, That Oriental Learning which 
the Author has endeavour'd to fpiritualize, 
is ftrangely difplac'd. Becaufe he owns that 
the Greeks had the fame Gods as the Egyp- 
tians, though under different Names, the 
Syftem of the Greeks Religion is very well 
known to us, and therefore it was neceflary to 
adopt it. An Author is really to be pitied, 
reply’d the Chevalier. "Tis expeted he fhould 
produce fomething that’s new and bold, and 
when he has done fo, the Critick grumbles at 
him for it. If Mr. Ramfay had tack’d his 
Theological Ideas to thofe of the Greek and 
Latin Poets, then it would have been faid 
infallibly, that’s very wonderful, all the 
World knows as much. Therefore, in 
order to deceive his Readers agreeably, he 

was 
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was obliged to the far-fetch’d Ornaments 
of the Oriental Learning. There is, more- 
over, a Kind of Pleafure in unmasking thofe 
ftrange Deities which I fhould be apt to 
call Perfian and Egyptian Monfters. That's 
a Pleafure 1 don’t envy you, faid the Mar- 
chionefs ; “tis not very engaging. How comes 
Mr. Ramfay, whom his fond Admirer calls 
the Difciple of the Archbifhop of Cambray, 
to ramble fo far out of his Mafter’s Honte } 
Tilemachus travels into Egypt, where he 
meets with an Egyptian Prieft, with whom 
he talks of a Deity. But this great Prelate, 
who (without Offence to Mr. Ramfa zy) had 
jufter Notions of Antiquity, was far from 
making a vain Parade with prolix Learning, 
which only impofes upon the ignorant 
Vulgar: He knew that to keep fo clofely 
to the Dogmatical Style, made the Nar 
ration dull and tirefome. He was fatisfied 
with rendering him(elf intelligible to all 
Mankind, and defpis’d the trifling Honour 
of being a laborious Compiler. But, faid 
the Chevalier, are not you amply made 
Amends by that florid Defcription of the 
Happinels enjoy’d by Cyras and Caffandana? 
Has he not fhewn a great deal of Art in re- 

prefenting 
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prefenting the Duration of it fo fhort, and 
in. the Hurry he is in to acquaint the Rea- 
der of that Princefs's Death ? Undoubtedly 
he has, faid the Marchionefs ; for fhe had 
proy’'d a Clog to Cyrus in his long Journies 5 
and, moreover, her Death gives him an Oc- 
cafion to go again in Queft of the Magz, 
and to court Solitude with. them for his 
Confolation. 


You haye triumph’d, Madam, in. this fe- 
cond Book, faid the Chevalier ; but furely 
it will be my Turn to boaft in that which 
we are to examine next. Cyrus was no 
fooner arrived upon the Coaft of Arabia 
Felix, but he meets a venerable old Man, 
eed Amenophis. . Tho’ a Court Favourite, 
he was the Sport of Fortune, and yct.a Man 
of fo fublime a Chara&ter and Sentiments, 
that he challeng’d both Love and Amiration*. 
Being betray’ d by the ungratetul 4majis, who 
ow’d his Advancement to him, he lofes the Fa- 
yuor of Apries King of Egypt, whofe Crown 
this. Traitor ufurps.: . This Story is a Pidture, 
which, in my Opinion, richly deferves the At. 


* Appelle a foi ! Admiration & Amour, Abbe da Pons’s Differ. 
tation on the Epick Poem. 
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tention of all Monarchs, How bold are the 
Strokes! How fine the Expreffion, and the 
Colourings! I own, reply’d the Marchio- 
ne(s, that I read that Paflage with Pleafure, 
but nothing fo much affeé&ted me as that 
Couragious Spirit which the. Author difco- 
vers, and which is fo rare to be found 
among our french Writers. But I queftion 
whether he has not thought a little too freely. 
Perhaps he will find no Favour from thofe 
that are nice Judges. All that I know of 
the Matter is, that at the End of this Hiftory 
he deviates totally from Probability. In 
order to bring Amenophis, who was detain’d 
in a dark Prifon, acquainted with Arobal, 
he feigns, that this rodal, who “is 
alfo a Prifoner, and wants to make his 
Efcape, penetrates through the Prifon Wall 
of Amenophis, and gets into his Chamber, 
* thinking, probably, to force his Way into 
the Fields. . They are afterwards both con- 
demned to the Mines, where they have 
no other Comfort than to reafon upon the 
Nature of the Stones and Metals, which they 
obferve by the Glimmering of the Lamps, 


¥ Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 147. 


and 
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and where, like two Tourneforts, they are 
at Hand to catch Nature in the Fad. But 
T Stroke equally terrible and unexpected re- 
ftores them to Liberty. The fubterrancous 
Fires break their Prifon, in order to break 
that of our Captives. A horrid Noife was 
heard, + the Shocks redoubled, the Earth 
feem’d to groan. In a Word, thofe Fires 
impetuoufly open a Paffage for the two Pri- 
foners, into a fpacious Cave, and that 
which threaten’d them with Death procur’d 
them Liberty. They walk a long Time by 
the Light of their Lamps, before they fee 
the Day. At length they are come to an 


old Temple, confecrated to Ofrzs, near the 
Arabian Gulph. 


A confiderate Reader, faid the Mar- 
chionefs, will, upon this, make feveral 
Reflections. In the firft place, how a vio- 
lent Shock of the Earth, excited by fub- 
terraneous Fires, which was enough to 
have {wallow’d and bury’d our two Spe- 
culators, could open them a Paflage, and 
turn them up fo happily out of the Bowels 
of the Earth? Secondly, how their dim 


+ Cyrus Vol. L. p, 150. 
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Lamps came not to be extinguifh’d, when 
the Noife and Confafion was fo great? were 
they re-kindled by thofe fubterraneous 
In fhort, how can we imagine our Prifone 
thrown, without receiving any Damage, i 
to a fpacious Cave, which opens to con- 
dué& them to an old Temple, where they 
were to add an ex Voto to the Bas Relievo's 
of the Altar. Surely the great Naturalift, 
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this pkehanenow: and would, undoeee : 
edly, have afcrib’'d it to a Vitory of My- 
thras,over Arimanius. 


Politick Refle@tions, faid the Chevalier, 
never gave me any Offence*, Uhave always 
obferv’d, that criminal Allufions only pleafe 


chimerical Underftandings, and you are in 
the right not to patronize them. As to the 
Efcape under Ground, give me Leaye to tell 
you, that you are too obfervant, and that 
your Eyes, as penetrating ‘as thofe of Zoro- 
after, have no + nzed of Optick Glaffes to 

* Abbe de. Pous’s Differtation on the Epick Poem: Ne im'oar 


jamats affetté @aucun fe andale. 
{ Cyrus Vol. I p. gt. 
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ify Objects, and bring them near. Like 
him, your Spirit fees farther than the Eye 


can reach to. However, you ought to prize - 


the Dexterity of the Author, who fo lightly 
flides over that Paflage, and tells the Fa& 
with fo much Art, that if it be not read 


with Attention, one does not perceive that . 


there want certain Lights and Shades of 
Probability. He had no need of fo much 
Art for the fine Paflage that follows ; which 
is the Defcription of Egypt, taken from 
Diodorus of Sicily, Herodotus, and Strabo, 
I own, faid the Marchione(s, that the De- 
{cription is free, but I remember to have 
read the greateft Part of it elfewhere, and 
undoubtedly the Author had it from the 
fame Sources. I could wifh that a little 
more Method had been obferv'd in the Ac. 
count; for he makes the Eg ptian Priefts 
talk, and at the fame Time feems to {peak 
himfelf, fo that one wou’d be apt to fay, 
he has not been able to conceal his Petty 
Larceny. Befides, I don’t like. fome fabu- 
lous Touches which he interfperfes in the 
Hiftory of that Kingdom ; fuch as this, for 
Example; * * Nature was then obedient to 
* Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 164, 16s. 
the 
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« the Sages; they could put all its hidden 
* Springs in Mction. They produc’d. the 
* moft amazing Prodigies whenever they 
pleasd. The aerial Geniz were fubjeé& to 
them. They had frequent Intercourfe 
* with the atherial Spirits, and fometimes 
‘ with the pure Intelligences that inhabit 
the Ezzpyreum. I believe, indeed, that 
the Egyptian Priefts told all thefe Stories to 
the common People, but how ridiculous does 
it make Cyrus, to fuppofehim fo weak to give 
Ear to fuch Stuff! And what do thofe Priefts, 
that preach fuch Nonfenfe to Cyrus, take 
him to be, when they tell him very gravely, 
‘ That + the Arts of Imitation, Poefy, Mu- 
“ fick, Painting, every thing within the Pro- 
* vince of the Imagination, are but Sports 
* of the Mind, in comparifon of the fub- 
“ lime Sciences known by the firft Men?’ 
I cannot conceive why the Author, who puts 
Cyrus upon Travelling, with a View only 
to form his Underftanding, makes his Inter- 
locutors talk in fuch a manner. What Be- 
nefit can a Prince reap from fo abfurd a 
Converfation, where, under Pretence only 
of enlightning his Reafon, War is prepofte- 


nw 


t Cyrus, Vol. 1. p. 164. 
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roufly declar’d againft the Imagination ; and 
where the Aim is to render thofe Arts con- 
temptible, which all your Author's Philofo- 
phy can never depreciate in the Efteem of 
Men of Senfe? 


You are a little too critical upon the Au- 
thors Ideas, reply’d the Chevalier. Pray 
mind his General Plan. He endeavours eve- 
ry where to trace the Knowledge of the 
three States of Man, and with a philofophi- 
cal Imagination he defcribes the Syftem of 
the Religion of the Zgyptiams, and keeps 
up exactly to their Idiom. Charge certain 
Obfcurities to the Priefts. They ought not 
to be plac’d to the Author's Account. I 
Know, reply’d the Marchionefs, Mr. Ram- 
fays Plan. But Cyrus had already learn’d 
that curious Syftem among the Magi, and 
all that he is entertain’d with here, is a 
Repetition of the fame Things under diffe. 
rent Names. ‘ 


_ The Marchionefs feem’d defirous to call 
another Caufe, and fome Vifitors coming in 
at the fame Time, the Difcourfe upon Cyrus 
was dropp’d for that Day, 
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iSespe59) W O Days were expir'd, during 
‘4 which the Marchionefs fhew’d 
&))| no Defire to converfe with the 

SS SSO} Chevalier, upon the Sequel of 
Gruss Travels. The Fyngas, the Cof- 
mogoges, the Amilittes, Oromazes, Mythras, 
Arimanius had fo ftunn’d her, that fhe was 
not willing to have her Head fill’d with any 
more of thofe chimerical Ideas, and dreaded 
Diz ey the 
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the very Thoughts of them. Mean Time 
the Chevalier, who perceiy’d her Diftafte, 
was very forry for it, and impatient to 
the laft Degree, to revive the Converfation 
upon the Book. The Marchionefs faw what 
he wanted, and thought, that in Complai- . 
fance, fhe ought to have a little more Chat 
with him upon Cyrus. Sir, {aid fhe, I can’t 
deny giving you your Revenge. I know 
you would not like me if I did not go on 
with the Examination which we have begun, 
but I very much fear that you will be no 
more a Gainer by it than you have been hi- 
therto: This is really playing on, though 
you lofe. Madam, reply’d the Chevalier, I 
may play on, for let my Lofs be what it 
will, I fhall never exhauft the Efteem which 
I have for Cyrus. Befides, in the Sequel of 
this Book, the Odds will appear to be very 
great on my Side, becaufe there’s a Mixture 
throughout, of the Uzzle dulci, the Sublime 
and the Agreeable, the Superficial and the 
Solid. For Inftance, faid he, where. you 
find Cyrus and Ara/pes embarking for Greece, 
pray attend to the Difcourfe of thofe learned 
and amiable Travellers, upon the Fifh, upon 
the Beds of Salt and Bituminous. Matter, 

upon 
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n the Weight of each Grain of Salt, up- 
on the| Ebbing and Flowing of the Tide, 
upon the Influence of the Moon, which 
caufes thofe regular Motions. The Author, 
faid the Marchionefs, expreffes himfelf ele- 
gantly upon thofe Subjed&s, and treats them 
accurately ; but I own to you, I think the 
whole is mifplacd. Is it worth the while 
to put a Prince upon Travelling, to hear 
Leétures of Natural Philofophy, which he 
might eafily have learn’d without going 
from his Court ? When we are told of poor 
Wretches condemn’d to the Mines, there 
comes immediately a fhort Diflertation upon 
Stones and Minerals. Are Cyrus and Ara/- 
pes a-board a Vefiel> They are made to 
difcourfe upon the Nature and Properties of 
the Sea. They fay Things that are fenfible, 
but then they are common and trivial. But 
if while they were arguing about the Brack- 
ifhnefs of the Sea, they had afcrib’d it to 
the Excrements of the Fifh, as a certain 
modern Philofopher has done, it would 
have been pleafant and diverting; or, in 
fhort, if fome primitive Naturalift had hap- 
pen’d in Cyrus's Way, to have told him, for 
inftance, that Fire is a very dull, heavy 
Element, this, at leaft, would have been 
D 3 mieiry 5 
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metry ; but I am told Things that I knew 
before, and fo did every body ‘elf. In 
truth, ‘tis pity, that fome Rainbow had not 
appear’d in the Clouds, while Cyras was ‘on 
his Travels, becaufe we fhould have had a 
learned Explication of that Meteor. For 
my part, I am heartily vex’d to find no 
Storms of Wind, Hail, Thunder, or Rain 
in Mr. Ram/fay’s Book, no exceflive Heats, 
nor Colds. I fhould have heard the Caufe 
of all thofe Effeéts, or rather, he would 


have recall’d to my Remembrance what I 


have been told upon that Head, by an inge- 
nious Member of the Academy of Sciences. 
But fince the Author was for making a Di 
play of his Skill in Natural Philofophy, he 
ought, at leaft, to have fix'’d upon fuch Arti- 
cles as had rélation to the Country where the 
Scene was: For inftance, every one knows 
that in Egypt it never rains nor’ thunders, 
Therefore, during the Time that Cyrus flay’d 
in that Kingdom, I fhould have been pleated 
to have met with fome Reafon in Nature 
for that Particular. | 


Pray Madam, reply’d the Chevalier, do 
but obferve the Author's juft and plain Way 
of 
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of Thinking and Expreflion. Cyrus, as we 
may call it, oes thro’ a fhort Courfe of Natural 
Philofophy, under the Archimagus Zoroafter; 
+ The Underftanding of this Prince ime 
prov'd as he advanced in Years. His Tafte 
and his Genius led him to the Study of the 
fublime Sciences; confequently it was but 
natural for him to fhew, that he was the 
wifer for the Leftures of that great Philofo- 
pher. Your Anfwer is very good, reply’d 
the Marchionefs; but how comes it that 
* Arafpes, whofe Temper was gay, and his 
Fudgment folid at the fame Time, does not 
ftart a Converfation more judicious, moré 
delicate, and more agreeable? He had feen 
I know not how many Things in Egypt: 
Had he nothing to fay to Cyrus, relating to 
the Wonders of this Country, which have 
excited the Curiofi ity of the greateft Men of 
Antiquity ? > 


I hate to fee a Charafter in a Work 
which neither fpeaks nor a&s. Verily, 
Arafpes is a ftupid Ignoramus, unlefs 


+ Travels of Cyrus, Vol. L p. 60. 
* Tbid. p. 53. 
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he be a religious.and faithful: Pupil of Py-. 
thagoras. He difcovers fome flight Alarms, : 
for fear he fhould Jofe the Friend thip of Cy- 
rus, talks next of Fifb, and that’s all he 
fays. Are thefe the Features by which we 
may diftinguifh a * Man that was born for 
Arms as well as formd for a Court, and 
who was gualifyd for every. thing both im 
Peace and War? When an Author has. 
fixd the Character of an Hero, ought he not 
to reprefent him afterwards, conformably to- 
the Idea which he hasgiven of him to the Rea- 
der? Arafpes would have pleas‘d me, or 
rather, would not have difoblig’d me, if 
he had contributed to the Inflru@tion of 
Cyrus. Could he not have faid, at leaft, 
what the Author has thought fit to fay him- 
felf, as a grave Hiftorian 2 


Another Fault, which have not yet men- 
tion’d, continued the Marchionefs, is our Au- 
thor's {crupulous Formality in the Journey. 
Cyrus no fooner comes to a Town, but Mr. 
Ramfay gives a Geographical Defcription of 
it, and.an Hiftorical Account of all that he 


© Cyrus p. §3. 


can 
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can find out init: Which puts me in mind of. 


ahalf-witted Author, who, in his Relation 
of the Journey of the Spanifh Infanta to 
France, gave us a fine Hiftory of all the 


Towns fhe pafied thro’, which was Matter 


to adorn the Mercury for a whole Year. 
For Example, what has Cyrus to do with 
the Hiftory of Anaxandrides and Arifton, 
who were both Kings of Lacedzmon at the 
fame Time ? Has the Hero of the Book any 
Share in their Adventures? 


But, Madam, reply’d the Chevalict, is 
there not a vaft deal of Wjt and Genius 


in thofe inftruGtive Particulars? All the 


time that Cyrus is at Lacedemon, does he 


not keep up the Port of a Prince with Dig 


nity? He is not a Hero fictitiou/ly * great : 
All his Views are turn’d either to Politicks 
or Arms. ‘Tis Chilo who gives Cyrus a 
living Reprefentation + of the Laws, Man- 
ners, and Form of Government of Lace- 
demon -lown, faid the Marchionefs, 
. that there are fome Beauties in this Detail, 
but really I can’t bear to fee how the Au- 





* Preface to the Ifle of Reafon has fictivement. 
i Cyrus, Vol. I. p. orn. 
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thor brings them in, After having told me 
that the wife Spartan was going to difcourfe 
with Cyrus, 1 perceive that "tis Mr. Ramfay 
himfelf who fpeaks to me, and learnedly 
deals out the Hiftory of the Revolutions of — 
Lacedemon, while Gyrus is gone to the 
Council of the Gerontes, or old Senators 
cftablith’d by Lycurgus. Is there not a great 
deal of Art in it? Chilo and Cyrus don't 
join Converfation till a long Time after. 
As for Arafpes, he is not to be reckon‘d, he 
is a filent Prince : But I am vaftly pleafed 
to fee a young Prince, like Cyrus, thock’d 
at thofe publick Affemblies, where the young 
Girls, almoft naked *, and the Boys probably 
the fame, contended for the Prize in Run- 
ning, Wreftling, and Dancing. But at the 
fame Time I am a little difturb'd to hear 
the Philofopher Chilo gravely faying, in 
Defence of this dangerous Cuftom, that 
Lycurgus thought it poffible to deaden the 
Fire of voluptuous Defires, by accuftoming 
the Eye fometimes to thofe Objeéts which 
excite them +. Is not this Philofophy fome- 
what cynical ? 


* Cyrus p. 236, 
¢ Ibid. p. 218, 
For 
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“For my own Part, reply’d the Chievaser 
tho’ it fhould vex you, I maintain that the 


Moral is very judicious. Don’t we every 


Day fee Men, who, after having liv’d a 
Jong Time like Reclufes from the World, 
have render’d themfelves ridiculous by theie 
foolith Paffion, as foon as they have 
feen pretty Women? If their Eyes had 
been accuftom’d to them, they would have 
ftodd their Charms with more Safety. But 
in this Part of the Book let ns rather con- 
fider the ufeful Laws, the Military Difcipline, 
the prudent and auftere Education of their 
Children, thofe Games and Feafts at which 
they were both merry and wife, and, above 
all, that problematick Style which fometimes 
prevails in the Difcourfes of Chilo and Cyrus, 
and is the more ingenious, becaufe *tis not 
dangerous to take either Side of the Pro- 
blem. 


1 own, reply’d the Marchionefs, that £ 
read all that relates to the Lacedemonian 
Government with a great deal of Pleafure. 
But the following isa Paflage which I don’t 
think juft: 4s all was in common in this 


Republick, 
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Republick, thofe Vices (that is to fay Thefts 
and Robberies) could have no Place there *, 
To fhew the Falfhood of this Refleétion, 
we need only fuppofe that one or two Ci- 
tizens fhould offer to monopolize the pub- 
lick Revenues, would not the Robbery in 
that Cafe be the fame at Lacedemon as 
elfewhere ? That’s a deep-thought Criticifm, 
reply'd the Chevalier, and you {pare no In- 
vention to convince me of the Author's ab- 
{urd Conclufion, that from the Commonnefs 
of all Things at Lacedemon, Vices could 
not have Place there. Neverthelefs she 
means that this Nation was not like ours, 
under the Empire of Concupifcence ‘and 
Vice, becaufe the + Principle of Property 
was banifh’d from that virtuous Republick. 


But however, continu’d he, you were 
pleafed with the Method which the Author 
took to fhew his Hero the Military Difci- 
pline of Greece§. “Tis Leonidas who, upon 
the Road, inftruats Cyrus and Ara/pes mounted 
upon two proud Steeds. They ride to- 

* Cyrus, Vol. L. p. 225. 


3 Efprit proprietaire, Dict. Neot. 
§ Cyrus, p. 225. 
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gether into a Plain, where the Troops were 
affembled to pafs in Review before Cyrus, 
and tofhew him all the Exercife in Ufe among 
the Greeks. Mr. Ramfay is thoroughly 
vers'd in the Ta@ticks, and expreffes himfelf 
like a Man that knows every Term in the 
Heroes Art. I have made a Remark, 
reply'd the Marchionefs, that the Au- 
thor has copied the Defcription of a real 
ferious Battle, in order to give Cyrus an in- 
firuGtive Idea of Military Exercifes. ‘Chilo 
has given a ‘ving Reprefentation of the 
Laws of Sparta ; but here * Leonidas vivesa 
murderous Reprefentation of the Laws of 
War :.* They rufh one againft another with 
* Pikes ported ; Each Phalanx advances in 
‘ clofe Order, Buckler join’d to Buckler, 
‘ Helmet to Helmet, Man to Man; the 
«two Bodies attack, mix, fight, break thro’ 
each other's Ranks. The Befieged Lower 
‘ down Stones and Darts.’ And all this, 
neverthelefs, without any Blood fhed by 
Mr. Ramfay. For, fays he, in Time of 
Peace a noble Emulation is kept up in their 


n 
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Minds, without Enmity, and without fhed- 


ding Blood. But thofe Warriors muft have 


been very dexterous to /hower down Stones 
and Darts, without killing any-body.-\I 
confefs, reply’d the Chevalier, that the Battle 
is pretty warm, and that Mr. Ram/fay might 
well have fhed fome Blood, without knowing 
or intending it ; but in the Defcription of 
a Battle, “tis a hard Matter to keep the 
Fancy from foaring beyond Bounds, and the 
Tranfition is very eafy, from a Battle that 
is feignedly * warm, to an Action seally 
bloody. That is as much as to fay, reply’d 
the Marchionefs, that the Author in this 
Paflage is like the Children that fight in, Jett 
at fir, and come to down right Blows at 
lait. 


But, fhe added, what fay you of the 
Adventures of Periander King of Corinth ? 
Really I can’t bear to think that the In- 
terment of that King’s Son Lycophron thould 
be an Occafion for the Author's giving us 
the whole Hiftory of his Reign... Is it not 
horribly indecent to make Procles the Prince 


* Fidtivement, Ile of Reafon. 


of 
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of Epidaurus entertain a violent Paflion for 
Melifz, that is to fay, his own Daughter ? 
The Author feigns that Melia was Heirefs 
to the Crown of Arcadia. 1s it tolerable 
to falfify, to fuch a Degree, Fa@ts that are 
fo notorious, and taken from the moft 
common Books? At that time Truth and 
Falfhood were ftrangely confounded in his 
Imagination. But is this keeping to what 
he promis'd in his Preface? ‘ The only Li- 
* berty I. have indulged myfelf in, is, to 
* throwCircumftances and Charaters into my 
* Hiftorical Epifodes, to render my Narration 
¢ more inftructing and affeting.. We may 
judge ‘of the Circumftances which the Au- 
thor has thrown into his Narration by the 
following. He reports how Meda efcap’d 
out of her Prifon : ‘ The Perfon, /ays be, 
* under whofe Charge Procles had left her, 
< offer'd to. conduét her to Corcyra with her 
‘ Son, and they all Three efcap’d by a fad- 
“ terraneous Paflage’ Mr. Ramfay is very 
fond of Paffages under Ground. They al- 
ways run in his Head, and he knows no 
other Way of bringing himfelf. off,  efpe- 
cially when he is to, promote the Efcape of 
Prifoners. We have already feen that he 
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employ’d a fubterrancous Paflage for the De- 
liverance of Amenophis and Arobal, however 
then he told us whither that Paflage led, whereas 
here he does not mention it, and only 


' Jeaves us to gueds it. But I am obliged to 


him for the fucciné Account he gives us, 
like a dry Gazetteer, that Cyrus went to 
Argos, ftom Argos to Mycenz, from Mycene 
to Sicyon, from Sicyon to Thebes: For 1 
fhould have been furfeited, if he had ob- 
ferv’'d his ufual Method here, and told me 
every Incident that happen’d in the feyeral 
Countries he paffed thro’. 


I applaud that, faid the Chevalier, for 
wife and prudent Management, which you 
are pleasd to find Faule with The Au- 
thor, in regard to Corinth, meets with 
an Hiftorical Faét, which is capable of Em- 
bellifhment, and makes Choice of it exclufive 
of others. Is not this acting like a Man 


of Senfe? I give you up the fubterraneous 


Paflages as nothing more than a Repetition 
of Ideas, which is not in the Strain of a 
Philofopher. But, he added, we are now 
come to a Paflage, where I am confident 
that all your Remarks will be Notes of Ad- 

miration, 
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miration. Cyrus arrives at Athens ; the 
Scene is open’d by a magnificent Defcrip- 
tion of the Royal Palace. But, as ill Luck 
would have it, faid the Marchionefs, Ar- 
chite&ture and Sculpture were not come to 
that Pitch of Perfetion in So/on’s Time, as 
the Author fuppofes. He carries me to the 
Age of Pericles. What, faid the Chevalier, 
would you eftimate a Work of this Nature 
by Chronological Calculations ? Nothing 
could affeé& me moredelicately. But, faid he, 
when Pifijfratus comes to treat-of State Af- 
fairs, what a Mafter is he of the Style of great 
Politicians ! Who can forbear devoting his 
Attention to him? This, Cyrus does to Per- 
fe&tion, reply’d the Marchionefs, for the 
Prince not only devotes his Attention, but 
feems as if he had vow’d Silence. In fhort, 
this fourth Book appears to -have been form’d 
entirely after the Model of the former; the 
Mechanifm is the fame ; and the Defcrip- 
tions of the Towns, the Hiftorical Incidents, 
the Political Maxims, the fame. Cyrus was 
at Lacedemon to fee how they fought by 
Land: He comes to Athens to fee a Sea- 
Fight, and here the Author is guilty of the 
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very fame Fault : * * The Ships at firft fall 
¢ back, then advance, and bear down upon 
‘each other with Fury ; They break and 
* fplit one another with their pointed Beaks, 
‘tipp'd with Iron. Some run againft the 
* Prow, fome againft the Poop, others 
‘ againft the Sides, while the Ships that are 
 attack’d put out their Oars to break the 
© Violence of the Shock. The two Fleets 
‘ grapple, and come to clofe Engagement. 
* Here, the Soldiers leap from one Ship to 
‘ another. There they lay Bridges to pafs 
* over into the Enemies Vefiels. The Sea 
¢ is already cover’d with Men {wimming for 
© their Lives upon the broken Oars, and the 
€ Benches of the Rowers.’ ’Tis plain that 
the Author does not know the Value of the 
Athenian Ships, for the piercing and /plitting 
of them gives him no Pain, 


May I never hope, faid the Chevalier, that 
you will give the Author fome Praife free 
from Exception + 2 Can you refufe it to 
that important Detail which he gives of the 


® The Paffage which is Comma’d, tho’ quoted exaStly from 
Mr. Ramfay’s French, p. 328. is omitted in his Engiifb. 
4 Purs d’ Exception? Dict. Neol. 66s 
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Revolutions that happen’d in the Reign of 
Pififiratus? This King of Athens relates 
‘them with fuch a Grace, and fuch Orna- 
ments, that ‘tis impoflible not to admire 
them. The Ladies efpecially muft applaud 
that generous Part, aéted by his affectionate 
Spoufe, who fled, rather than he fhould be 
deprived of the Scepter, Yes, faid the Mar- 
chionefs, but I fear that fome abufive Wic 
will be apt to pafs an ill-natur’d Joke upon 
this Retirement of the Princefs. After all, 
it docs not appear to me that Pifratus 
gives this curious Hiftory for the Sake of 
Cyrus ; for he had already related it to him 
when he arrived at Athens, and probably 
‘tis for want of Mcmory that he tires his 
Gueft with the naufcous Repetition: * Du- 
* ring the Regale, the King of Athens en- 
* tertain'd Cyrus with an Account of the 
* Revolutions which had happen’d in the 
€ State in his Time, the Caufes of his Exile 
* and Reftoration, after having been twice 
« dethron’d : He artfully painted the Dif 
* orders of a popular Government, that he 
€ might create an Abhorrence of it.’ There’s 
the Sum and Subftance of the whole Hiftory 
of Pififtratus ; and yet he is fo talkative as 
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to tell it over again fome time after to 
Cyrus, who is fo complaifant as to hear 
him out, without putting him in mind that 
he had told it all to him once before. But 
the Reader is not obligedto the fame In- 
dulgence for Mr. Ramfay, with whom he 
has free Leave to find what Fault he thinks 
fit. 


But, faid fhe, who can help being afto- 
nifh’d at the Explanation which Solon gives 
to Cyrus of Tragedy ? The Author indeed 
makes him treat of this Subje& politely, 
but what he fays is {carce reconcileable with 
the Hiftory of the Progrefs of Poetry ; 
all the fine Precepts which he lays down, 
are abfolutely mifplacd. We know that 
all the Tragedy of thofe Times was aed 
in the Fields upon Waggons, by forry Buf- 
foons.. Mean time Solon {peaks like a Wit 
of Athens, who had feen the Tragedies of 
Sophocles or Euripides, or rather thofe. of 
Corneille and Racine: Moreover, I have 
read in Hiftory, . that this Philofopher who 
fo pathetically defcribes the Political Springs 
of Tragical Reprefentations, declar’d himfelf 
opénly againft Zhefpis the Poet, the firft 

Man 
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Man that ever wrote Tragedies. Could Mr. 
Ramfay be ignorant of this * I don’t find fo 
much Fault with the Manner in which 
Solon treats of Epick Poefy : He wasa Poet 
as well as a Philofopher; and befides, Ho- 
mers Pocms were read at that Time all 
over Greece ; but how comes it that Pifi- 
ftratus, who had colleéted them, and, to be 
fare, underftood them, makes fo little men- 
tion of this Poet, for whom he had fuch a 
Value ? And as for Mr. Ram/fay, who was 
born in a Country where they have not 
yet thought fitto run him down, much lefs 
to disfigure him, what Reafons could he have 
to forbear mentioning him with Advantage? 
Was he fearful of offending any Friend ? 
I had as lief hear So/on talk like a Madam 
Dacier, as to fee him treat upon the Art 
of Rhetorick, like a Rol/m or a Gilbert. 


_However, faid the Chevalier, there’s a 
great deal of Fancy and Delicacy in thofe 
Reflections, and I never faw Subjects of Wit 
handled with: fo much Arr and Solidity. 
The principal Thing I admire is the Author's 
Ingenuity, where, under a pleafing Allegory, 
he gives us the Preference over other Na- 
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tions in Works of Wit and Genius: ‘ *]. 
* fee, faid Cyrus, that you have finer Senti- 


¢ ments than other Nations; that you are 
‘ more perfetly aequainted with human 
‘ Nature——’Tis for want of Senfibility that 
« we do not diftinguifh, like you, the.dif- 
« ferent Shades of human Thoughts and 


‘ Paffions, and that we are not acquainted | 


‘ with thofe foft and {weet Pieafures which 
¢ arife from delicate Sentiments. There’s.a 
Panegyrick upon our Nation, which is enough 


to difarm Criticifm. As far asI fee, reply‘d. 


the Marchionefs, the Author has imparted 


_ his Secret to you ; However, I never thought 


that he would have taken a Fancy to give a 


Character of our modern Wits, efpecially 


after I had feen the Model he drew for a 
Philofophical Poet ; tho’ I am obliged to him 
for having told me what he meant by a Poet 
of this Stamp. At firftt I fafpected him of 
a Defign to introduce that dul! Logick into 
Poetry, which has flourifh’d for a Time 
amongft us; which calls to my Mind a 
particular Paffage in the Book of Cats +; the 
ingenious Author of which Tra& fays fome- 
* Cyrus, Vol. I. p. 306. ' 


{ This was the Title of a Treatife lately publifh’d in France, which 
was criticiz’d by another whim(‘ical Piece, intitled, The Caloren Rat. 


where, 
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where, that Ronfard compos'd’a forry Piece 
againft great Cats, decaufe the Poet had no 
Philofophy. 


As to the Book about Cats, do you know, 
added fhe, that one might draw a pretty 
Parallel between the Cats and Cyrus's Tra- 
vels 2 You would fay ir is foolifh ; but thefe 
are fome of the Features in which they may 
be faid to be alike. Both Traéts are written 
with an elegant Brevity, interfpersd with 
affe&ted new-coin’d Phrafes, full of Learning 
and Mythology, and back’d with the Recom- 
mendation of feveral Wits of the Age in 
which they were written. Both were ex- 
éeflively applauded, before they faw the 
Light, and both have had the Favour of 
Reverend Patrons. Invention and Genius 
are the View in both. The Cats, indeed, 
died at the Birth, but the Cyras is ftill alive. 
All Mankind is agreed as tothe firft, but as to 
the fecond they are divided. Meffieurs /. 
and &. have put both rhe antient and mo- 
dern Authors under Contribution. The 
Author of the Cats always quotes; the Au- 
thor of Cyrus but feldom, for Reafonswhich 
he knows, and which I fhail endeayour to 
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be Mafter of. The Cats no fooner popp’d : 
their Heads out of the Bookfellers Warehoufe, — 
but the Calotin Rat thought fit to fall upon 
*em.. The Cyrus has no need to be criticisd, 
at leaft, they fay that the Author and his 
illuftrious Friends think fo, tho’ every-body 
elfe withes ir. 3 
Juft as the Chevalier was going to draw - 
another Parallel between thefe two Books, 
Word was brought of the Arrival of the 
Abbat de ***, ‘an intimate Friend of the. 
Marchionefs. She was impatient to fee him, 
becaufe he was a Man of fine Learning, a 
folid Tafte, and one that was likely to give 
her a great deal of Light intothe Cyrus. This 
Abbat, who knew Mr. Ram/fay, had a great 
Efteem for his Perfon, but little for his Per. 
formance, and read its Doom as foon as it . 
came out of the Prefs. He is now forry to 
fee his Prophecy accomplith’d, but as he is 
a Lover of Truth, he is fo far from acting 
like fome of the Author’s Friends, that he 
freely fays what he thinks of his Book, be- 
ing convinc'd that the Progrefs of Learning 
and Judgment depends on the judicious and 

fiacere Criticifm of polite Writings. 
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= o5e HE Moment that Word was 
mm brought to the Marchionefs, 

(LSA that the Abbat de * * * was 
 PeSRSG Y arrived, fhe put a Trick upon 
the Chevalier, by making him belieye, that 
this Abbat, to whom he was an entire 
Stranger, was a zealous Stickler for the Wits 
a la Mode, and that, probably, he was 
one of the Admirers of the Cyrus. The 
Chevalier 
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Chevalier feem’d overjoy’d at it, and thought 
that with fuch a Reinforcement he could 
defend the Second Volume againft all Op- 
pofition, if the Marchionefs was inclin’d to 
continue the Difpute.. He even hop’d, that 
he fhould force her to confefs, that notwith- 
ftanding her Cenfure, the Cyrus, in the gene- 
ral, was an excellent Book, and not a bit the ~ 


- worfe for the Fault fhe found with it. With 


this Expectation he made it his Study to 
gain the Abbat’s good Opinion, paid him 
a thoufand fine Compliments, and his Zeal. 
for the Cyrus was as induftrious as if he had 
been the Author of it. Which cannot be 
furprizing, becaufe we daily fee Perfons fo 
prepofleffed in favour of celebrated Writers, 
as to efpoufe their Sentiments and Interefts, 
to defend them againft Criticifm, to rail at 
their Cenfurers, to follicit Advocates, and 
to form a fort of Affociation and Confede- 
racy againft the general Tafte of the Pub- 
lick. 


The Chevalier therefore, not doubting to 
find the Abbat of his Opinion, with refpe& 
to the Travels of Cyrus, only waited for a 
proper Opportunity to turn the Converfation 

upon 
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upon that Subje&. But the Abbat fav'd him 
that Trouble, by telling the Marchionefs, 
that he had met with a philofophical kind of 
_ Mafquerade upon the Road, much like thae 
of the Archimagus Zoroafter. You fee, 
Madam, the Abbat added, with a Smile, 
that from Paris to this Place, which is but 
ten Leagues, I have had more Intrigues than 
Cyrus, who had not fo much as one in all 
_histedious Travels. Is it poffible fora Man 
of Wit and Tafte, and a Secfary of Cyrus, 
* reply'd the Chevalier, to compare a Tour 
for Pleafure with a Journey for the Sake of 
Philofophy and Politicks, a Journey from 
which agreeable Triflimg t is banifhed, and in 
which the Imagination cannot but excite 
folid Joys to pleafe the Mind? The Abbar 
was juft going to anfwer, and to fhew that 
he was far from being a Seéfary of Cyrus, 
when the Marchionefs tipp’d the Wink up- 
on him, which engag’d him afterwards, in 
complaifance to the Chevalier, to change 
his Note. 


* Seftaire de Cyrus, Di&t. Neologiq, 
+ Cyrus’s Travels, Vol. Lp. 7. 
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78 Converfations upou the Conv.IV? 


Really, M4. Abbé, faid the Marchionefs, 
had you been but with us within this Day 
or two paft, you would have been not a 
little mortify'd to fee how I diffeéted the 
whole firt Volume of the Cyras, before 
this poor Gentleman: I have fome Re- 
morfe, fhe added, for having fower'd him fo 
much, therefore I give you Leave tojoin him, 
in commending the Work, and won’t put in 
a Word, unlefs it be, perhaps, to ask a Que- 
ftion. That is perfeétly right, Madam, faid 
the Chevalier. I fufpe& that the Cyrus is uo 
longer invefted with your Hatred *, and 
that you have now fome Bowels for him: 
Mean time, M. 7 4bvé fhall have all the 
Honour of your Converfion. I defire no- 
thing more, provided you do but beftow the 
higheft Encomiums, to attone for the Cen- 
fures which you haye unmercifully laid up- 
on the Cyrus. 





Verily, faid the Abbat, the Book deferves 
a vaft Commendation. What I chiefly took 
Notice of in it, faid he, is the natural De- 
licacy of the Tanfitions. . The Generality of 


® Inveffi de votre haine. Abbe du Pons’s Differtation on Epick 
Poetry. 
_ Authors 
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Authors fiudy to conne& their Matter ’till 
they fweat. But Mr. Ram/ay, unwilling 
that his Writings fhould appear with the 
Marks of Art and Labour, difclaims fuch 
Affectation : A Neverthelefs and a But are 
repeated, 4 propos, in every Page, and nicely 
' conned& almoft every Subjed& he treats of ; 
fo that his Tranfitions are as free as any in 
la Bruyere. 1 alfo admire the conftant in- 
defatigable Zeal of the Author, to entertain 
his Hero always with the fame Articles, 
Religion, Philofophy, and Politicks. Tho’ 
Cyrus makes cight feveral Journeys, yer 
there is {uch an exact Correfpondence and 
Refemblance between them, that they all 
feem to be but one. To contrive fuch a 
juft Proportion abfolutely requires a projea- 
ing Brain. 


Mr. Ramfay himfelf, reply’d the Cheva- 
lier, could not give his Work a handfomer 
CharaGter. How forry am I that you were 
not here when we examin’‘d the Firft Vo- 
lume! But tis my Comfort, that now. we 
fhall, undoubtedly, oblige Madam to con- 
fefs, that in the remaining Part of the Book, 
_the Author has exalted his Genius to a higher 
, Pitch, 
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Pitch, and that he is above all manner of 
Criticifm. The Temple of Crete, where 


Cyrus and Arafpes met the great Pytha- : 


goras, the Allegorical Account of the three 
States of the World, and above all, that 


Philofopher’s Difpute with Asaximander, 


are happy and tranfcendent Paflages, which 
captivate the Admiration of an attentive 
Reader. 


Truly, reply’d the Abbat, who can but 
admire, for inftance, the marvellous Skill 
of the Author, in appropriating to himfelf 
all the Difcoveries, made by his extenfive 
and profound Knowledge in the celebrated 
Authors, both of his own Nation and ours? 


Read but the Intellectual Syftem of the Uni- | 


verfe, by Mr.Cudworth, fo happily abridg’d 
in feveral Volumes of the Bibliotheque 
choifie, and you will fee that Mr. Ram/fay 
has recourfe to good Originals with Advan- 
tage, and that he has fuch a happy Talent 
of feleGing and connecting Paflages from 
the feveral ancient Authors, learnedly quo- 
ted by that Exglifo Writer, that he feems 
to have fpent his whole Life in perufing 
and collecting them fo glorioufly as he does, 

in 
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in his D:fcourfe upon Mythology. No 
wonder the Publick is charm’d with the 
agreeable Fable of a fecond Hermes brought 
up by a She-Goat; for not one good Piece 
written by his Country-men has efcap’d him, 
and he had read in the Life of Aaz-Ebn- 
Yokdham, tranflated out of Arabick into 
Englifh by Mr. Ockley, that this Indian, 
who was nourifhed by a Hind in a Foreft, 
perfected his Reafon by Degrees, like to 
Hermes, and attain’d of himfelf, without 
any Affiftance, to the fublimeft Difcoveries 
in Philofophy. The Hiftory of this Indian 
makes an entire Book, which has been of 
very great Serviceto Mr. Ramfay. But this 
ingenious Gentleman Knows alfo our choice 
French Books, and efpecially the Univerfal 
Hiiftory of the Bifhop of Meaux, for which 
he has fuch a Veneration, that he has thought 
fit to fill fourteen Pages of his Book with 
one of the fineft Paflages in that Hiftory, 
almoft without any Variation. * The Au- 
thor’s laudable Attachment to the late Arch- 
bifhop of Cambray was alfo a kind of In- 
junaion upon him, to infert in his Book 


® See Cyrus Vol. L. from P. as7. to 179. and Vol. II.p. 176. 
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feveral of the Archbifhop’s Thoughts and 
Expreffions i in his Telemachus, and to fhew 
the World how well he was acquainted both 
with the Mind and Writings of his sald 
cus Matter. 


Nor has Mr. Ram/fay forgot his own dear 
felf, for after having copy’d or imitated the 
Great Authors..with fo much Art and Judg- 
ment, he thought.he might furely take the 
fame Freedom with him/elf, and not {cruple 
to repeat him/elf, for the Good of the Pub- 
lick, in an important Book, which was like 
to be much more talk’d of than all he had 
publifh’d before. For inftance, compare on- 
ly Page 20, &c, to Page 25. of Vol. i. 
with the Second Part of the Philofophical 
Difcourfe of pure Love, which is at the 
End of M. Fenelon’s Life (of the Hague — 
Edition, in 1723. but omitted in the Bruf- 
Jfels Edition in 1725.) You will find him an 
Author always firm, conftant, and unfhaken 
in his favourite Principles; an Author, who 
rather than mifs an Opportunity of expofing 
them in their full Luftre, did not think an 
Anachronifm any Objection to his putting 
two ancient Philofophers, fuch as Anaxt- 

mander 
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mander and Pythagoras, in the Difeuife of 
modern Difputants. For I don’t believe that 
either Anaximander or Pythagoras ever 
thought of Pure Love any more than 
the Magi, who, according to the Au- 
thor, attack'd this Doctrine abfurdly. Thefe 
are ingenious and fublime Fictions, for which 
we are oblig’d to his Zeal and beautiful Ima- 
gination. 


The Marchionefs then interrupted the Ab- 
bat, to ask him, If Mr Ramfay had always 
faithfully quoted the fine Paflages which he 
had {0 familiarly borrow’d from the feveral 
Authors? No, Madam, anfwer’d the Ab- 
bat, that would have been a vain Difplay 
of affe&ted Learning, which he modeitly 
chofe to avoid. And that he might lie un- 
der no Reproach upon this Article, and that 
nobody might complain, he has wifely 
avoided to quote Himfelf, whenever he re- 
peats Himfelf veréatim. After all, he de- 
ferves to be commended for his Ingenuity, 
in putting feveral cunning Obje@ions in the 
Mouth of Anaximander the Philofopher, 
which he had formerly iftated himfelf to the 
Archbifhop of Caméray, and for reinforcipg 
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them with many other Arguments taken 
from Cudworth’s Book *. 


The Chevalier feem’d fomewhat con- 
founded at the Praifes which the Abbat~ 
gave the Author of Cyrus, and’ really did’ 
not know whether he had beft applaud the 
Abbat or contradi& him, join with him or 


ftand upon the Defenfive ; however, he 


thought fit to put in a Word. What you 


faid laft, reply’d he to the Abbat, might in 


one Senfe be deem’‘d folid and delicate: But). 
{ would fain add fome Reafons, that, Tr 
think, as flrong as yours, which way foever- 


you underftand them. Surely fo learned a 


Man as Cudworth, coud only fet out bis Field 


to Mr. Ramfay to clear it}, and ‘tis not 


poflible that a Man, ftuck out with Greek, — 
Hebrew, and Oriental Learning, could ever ~ 


invent the fine Things that are contain’d in 
Cyrus. Ockley’s Book is a foreign Piece, to 
us unknown ; confequently Mr. Ramfay had 
fufficient Warrant to transfer the Subftance 
of it into our Language, and into his Work, 


without being oblig’d to make a Difcovery ~ 


* See the Life of M. de Fenelon, by Mr. Ramfay. 
{ Preter fon champ pour le defricher. Di&. Neologiqy 


_ of 
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of fo little Moment, to the French, as to 


tell from whence he took it. As to the 
fourteen. Pages taken verbatim, from the 


Univerfal. fiftory of the Bifhop of Déeaux, 


may we not fay that it has happen’d to this 


Man, froma prodigious Effort of Applica-.. 


tion to his Subject, as it did fome Years ago 
toa great Poet, who had thrown a celebtated 
Verfe out of Cornezlle into one of his Trage- 
dies, and to excufe his Theft, faid, He was 
forc'd to it by the Nature of his Subject *, 
As to. thofe Paffages. out of M. Fenelon’s 
Life, which Mr. Ramfay has fuppre(s’d in 
the Second Edition of this Book, and made 
Ufe of in the Cyrus, it would be unjuft to 
reproach him with being a Plagiary of Him- 
felf. Who knows but he omitted and fup- 
prefsd them in that Second Edition on pur- 


pofe to bring them in here? Thefe are’ 


precious Shreds +, replac’d in their natural 
Texture. 


Be this as it will, you muft own, faid the’ 
Chevalier, that the Difpute betwixt Anaxé-' 


* Preface to Ines de Caftro. No Affront is intended by this to 
M.D. L. M. for one Poet may eafily chime in the fame Verfe with 
atiother. 

t Previeux lambeaux. Dict. Nevlogig. 
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mander and Pythagoras is nicely work’d up. | 
Anaximander talks like an impious, tafh hi 
lofopher, and Pythagoras confounds hi 
Incredulity is here attack’d in its’ laft "tal 
trenchment. What Horror! what Wonder | 
feizes the Mind in the Heat of the Difpute, to 
hear the Thunder rattle, and to {ce the Light- 
ning juft ready to blaft the Atheiftical Philos 
fopher! That's truc, faid the Marchionefs, 


but does not this FiG@ion feem a little too 
Theatrical? — 


Et le Songe finit par un coup de ponnerre. 
ise 

And the Dream vanifbes in a Clap ¢ 

Thumder. , 


"Anaximander, frighten’d at ie Noife + 
the Thunder, fays, be believes, but that he 
is not yet enlighten'd; that his Heart is 
touch'd, but his Underftanding is ‘not yet 
convine'd. Mean time, as foon as the 
Thunder ceafes to roar, he Jdelzeves no 
Jonger, his Heart is no longer touch'd; his 
Impiety increafes, and he pufhes his Atheifm. 
to a Degree of Extravagance. Really he 
feems to me like a Criminal upon the Rack, 
who is forc’d by the Torments to own what 

his 
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his Executioner would have him, and. after- 
wards denies every Word that he declar’d. 
In fhort, 1 confcfS to you, that the whole 
Difpute is vaftly difagreeable to me; Anaxi- 
mander abhor, and Pythagoras 1 pity. 


But, I befeech you, continued the Mar- 
chionefs, let us talk no more of this odious 
Paflage, but rather hear Cyrus, who begins 
to have fome Judgment, and makes it ap- 
pear by his critical Defcant upon the Govern- 
ments of Egypt, Athens, and Lacedemon, 
Pythagoras afterwards acquaints him of the 
Laws of Mznos, and of the feveral Revolu- 
tions that happen’d in the Ifle of Crete ; but 
how fuperficial and wild is it all! Ah! Ma- 
dam, reply’d the Abbat, you ought rather 
to commend Mr. Ram/{aj’s Caution, who 
‘was not willing to fhew himfelf M. Fezelon’s 
Rival. Read but the two Books of Tele- 
machus, you will conceive a noble Idea of 
the Legiflature of Crete. As to the Hifto- 
rical Facts, the Prelate had already mention’d 
the moft confiderable Events. Confequently 
Mr. Ram/fay durft not fo much as venture 
at an Imitation of ‘em fucl Experiments 


being not always made with $uccefs, | 
F 3 But, 
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But, furely Madam, reply’d the Cheya- 
Jier, you approve of the Refleétions p ade 
by Cyrus and Ara/pes; you will'no longer 
reproach them for being Mutes, How in- 
genioufly are the various Shades difpos'd, 
which appear in that fine Contraft of the 
different Charaéters of the Greeks and the 
Egyptians! But, reply’d the Marchionefs, 
are thofe Characters natural and juft? Are 
they not defcrib’d in the modern Way, and 
painted according to the prefent Tafte } It 


would be merry to fee Egyptians and Greeks 


wearing Hats and Perukes. ed 

Here the Abbat interrupted the Marchio- 
nels, to ask her if fhe had read Mr. Ram 
faysLifc of M. Fenelon. Yes, fhe faid, and 
I have it in my Clofet, The Abbat, with 
her Ladyfhip’s Leave, went for it, ind read 
out of it what follows; * ©The Grek? had 
« not that Art which the Moderns have, of 
* methodizing their Arguments, in conduét- 
ing them by Degrees, from fimple Princi- 
ples to more compounded Ideas, and put- 
« fuing the Truth in all its Relations, by a 


< 


* Pag. 16s. of the Amjterdam Edition, 


Geome: 
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. Geometrical Conneétion.” You fee, faid 
the Abbat, what Mr. Ram/ay thinks of it 
here. Now mind what he fays of it in his 
Cyrus ; * The Greeks, fays he, ¢ know how 
€ to come at hidden Truths, by a Chain of 
< known and eafy Truths. That ingenious 
‘ Method of ranging cach Idea in its proper 
* Place, of leading the Mind by. Degrees 
‘ from the moft fimple Truths, to the moft 
* compounded, with Order, Perfpicuity, and 
‘ Brevity, is a Secret known to them!’ Ir 
muft be confefs‘'d, that Mr. Ram/ay can, 
when needs muft, and whenever he pleafes, 
forbear to repeat or re{emble him/elf. _ Be- 
fides, thofe Greeks, who, according to him, 
furpafs the Egyptians in Matters relating to 
Geometry and Philofophy, are the very 
Men, who prefer the agreeable Kinds of 
Knowledge to abfiratt Ideas, and the Arts 
of Imitation to nice Speculation; * that is 
to fay, they excell in Things of which they 
make little Account. What delicate Praife 
is this ! x 


Ph? gi fT 


+ Cyrus VoL IL p. sg. 
* Thid, p. 57. 
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This is not all, faid the Chevalier, for in” 
this Parallel of the Greeks with the Chaldz- © 
ans and Egyptzans, there is a very obliging, 
Allufion. By the Greeks are to be undet= 


flood the French, and by the Egyptians the 
Enelifa. Was it not an A& of Generofity 


and Politenefs in Mr. Ram/fay, to make his 
Hero an Advocate for the French, and to 


leave the under Part, vse. the Defence of. 
the Englifh, to Arafpes? 1 queftion, replyd 
the Marchionefs, whether we are fo much 


oblig’d to him for having made us Greeks; ° 
I fhould have lik’d it full as well if he had 
made us Feyptians. Their Original Genius; - 


the Invention of Arts; their Difcoveries in 


Natural Philofophy and the Mechanicks; is. 


not all this better than what the Author 
allows to the Greeks ? "Tis true, that he 


gives thefe the Preference, with refpec& to’ 


the Mathematicks ; but what’s the Reafon 
of this Preference? Who does not know 
that the Chaldzans and the Egyptians were 
the firft and the profoundeft Mathematicians 
in the World? Madam, reply’d the Abbat, 


I am affur’d that there’s a different Turn — 


given to this Paflage, in the Edition which 
Mp a 7y publifh’'d of his Book in 


Englifa. 
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Englifo. Therefore, as the Author's. fole 


Aim has been to. praife and to pleafe, ‘he 


ought to be forgiven every thing for the Sake 


of his Politene(s. rT F; 


Yes, undoubtedly, reply’d the Chevalier, 
becaufe Mr. Ramfay did not compofe his 
Work either for the Greeks or the Egyp- 
tians, but for us, that is to fay, for our 
Pleafure and for our Inftru€tion. This, pro- 
bably, is the Reafon, faid the Abbat, why 
we find fo many Allegories and-Allufions in 
the Cyrus. *Tis rumour'd at Paris, that as 
Mademoifelle Scudery has painted all the Ci- 
tizens of her Quarter of the Town in her 
Chlia, fo Mt. Ramfay, who has a more 
exalted Genius, has, after her Example, 
given us the Characters of all his illuftrious 
Friends. ‘This is true, faid the Chevalier, 
and it may be faid, that as he has repre- 
fented the Greeks, that isto fay, the French, 
as profound Geometricians, ’tis becaufe he 
has the Advantage to be acquainted with the 
moft celebrated, and the moft judicious Cal- 
culators, who are alfo my Friends, and with 


whom, I have made a great Progrefs in the - 


Art of Logick. For, upon my Faith, no- 
thing 


se 
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thing can be brought to Perfection, not even 
an Epigram, without Geometry. ‘This is 
our grand Principle, and we affirm, that 
Corneille and Racine were Geometricians. 


The Marchionefs and the Abbat could not 
help fmiling at this extravagant Notion. 
The Chevalier proceeded thus. The'Time is 
come at laft, when you muft give me leave, 
Madam, to triumph in my Turn. Here's 
the Seventh Book of the Cyrus ; fuffer me to 
exclaim with Admiration, at the Sight of this 
Mafter-piece. What a wonderful Variety 
is here! The magnificent Defcription of 
Lyre ; Amenophis found again ; Arogal upon 
the Throne ; the Differtation upon Com- 
merce; the Return of Cyrus into Perfia ; 
the Death of Mandana; the Character of 
an artful Minifter; the Victory gain’d by 
Cyrus over the Medes ; the Political and 
Military Virtues of this Hero-——This Se- 
venth Book, faid the Marchionefs, inter= 
rupting him, has given me as much Pleafure 
as you. But what do you think of it, 
M. lt Abbé ? This Part of the Cyrus, faid he, 
is the more Praife-worthy, in my Opinion, 
becaufe Mr, Ramfay, in his Description of 

yre; 
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Tyre, has modeftly obferv’d an Inferiority to 
M. de. Fenelon, who has treated of the fame 
Subject fo happily, that his not having done 
it fo well as he, cannot give much Pain, 
Mr. Ram/ay has, in the general, taken his 
pure Ideas upon the Head of Commerce, 
and, for the Sake of throwing in fomething 
of his own *, he has artfully alluded to the 
Tranfactions in our Country fome Years ago, 
upon Occafion of that commonly call’d the 
Scheme, which furely was never known to the 
Tyrians, nor any of the Antients. Upon 
this Plan he afcribes to the Perfians a Skill 
in Military Affairs, which they never had f. 
The Perfiays, {ays the Bifhop of Meaux §, 
knew. not what belong’d to the drawing up 
of Troops in an Army, nor to Marches or 
Encampments; All that they knew of the 
Matter, was, to gather a vaft Number of 
Men together, who went refolutely to 
Battle, but without any Order. There is 
more Art, he added, than is imagin’d, in 
thus modernizing the Antients ; for then we 
are not fervilcly confin’d to the Ideas of Ans 
tiquitye 


* Cyrus’s Travels, Vol IL p. 86: 
t Ibid. p. rr9. 
§ Difcour& upon the Hiftory, p.s4g. 
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There is no Fault to be foul with 2 Mr. 


_Ramfay, reply'd the Marchionefs, in re- 


fpe& to the Defcription of Babylon. M. 
Prideaux, who always copies his Hiftorians 
faithfully, was his Guide, and becaufe he is 
fo exaat, I forgive him for that poor Piece 
of Vanity in his quoting Herodotus, Dio- 
dorus of Sicily, and Quintus Curtius*. He 
thought that thofe fly Quotations would 
excule him from acknowledging how much 
he was obliged to the Refearches of that 
Learned Doétor. The Genius of the Author, 
reply'd the Chevalier, is too delicate, and 
too fublime, to be a ye Compiler only ; he 
afpires to the Glory of Invention and Wit. 
Is any Thing, for Inftance, more ingenioufly 
contriv'd than the Vifit which Cyrus pays, 
in Company with E/azar, to King Ne- 
buchadonofor, who ran mad, thought him- 
felf transform’d into a Wild Beaft, and 
wander'd among the Woods and Mountains? 
They both fet out upon the Sabbath-Day in 
the Morning, becaufe that was the only 
Day upon which the King of Babylon had 
any Intervals of Reafon. 


* Cyrys, Vol. IL p. 130. det 
You 
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You do but jeft, reply’d the Marchionefs, | 


1 fhould fooner believe in Mythras and Ari- 
manius, the Cofmogoges, the Amslites, and 
all the extravagant Conccits of Zorca/fer, 
than imagine that fuch a Rabbi as E/cazar 
would go abroad upon a Sabbath-Day. How 
does it fuit, I befeech you, with Nebuchado- 
nofor, who had loft his Reafon, to have 
twelve Verfes put into his Mouth, taken 


Word for Word out of the Book of Wifdom 2 
What fignifies this, Madam, {aid the Chevalier, 


abruptly ? Admire rather the fublime Speech 
which the Rabbi makes to Cyrus. Thofe 


Things are quite out of my Sphere, reply‘d, 


the Marchionefs, and I very much queftion 
whether the Generality of my Sex, that are 


Admirers of Mr. Ramfay, underftand any, 


Thing of the Matter. Excepting fome Rab- 
binical Particulars, faid the Abbat, all that 
Eleazar has deliver’d concerning Liberty, and 
Natural and Moral Evil, is common to our 


Schools; but here the Subjects are treated, 


with Elegance and Accuracy, 


Oh ! that magnificent Paffage, cry’d the 
Cheyalier ; oh! that Divine Invention which 
appears 


IF 
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appears in Cyrus’s Converfation with Daniel! f 
That Prophet, the Eccho of Mojés, and of | 
other Writers of Sacred Hiftory, draws an 
admirable Plan here of God’s Dealings with 
his chofen People ! He reports the moft cer 
lebrated Fa&ts of that Difpenfation, in order 
to convert Cyrus——This Paffage is the more _ 
beautiful, faid the Abbat, interrupting him, — 
becaufe ’tis a faithful Abftra&t of the Begin- 
ning of the fecond Part of the Difcourfe 
upon Univerfal Hiftory. Mr. Ramfay, by 
ufing the very Expreffions of the Bifhop of 
Meaux, makes amends for not quoting him. — 
But how comes it to pafs, faid the Mar- 
chionefs, that Cyrus, who, when with the 
Magi, made no Scruple to attend at their 
Prayers and Oblations, has no Curiofity here 
to enter into the Synagogue ? I could wifhhe 
had become a Few ; but the very Reverfe. 
happens to him, of what Anaximander 
experiencd, who belzeu'd without being in- 
lighten’d*, whofe Heart was touch'd, but 
his Underftanding not yet convine'd ; whereas 
Cyrus only fees the Truth thro a Mift, and 
his Underftanding is inlightewd, tho’ his 
Heart is not yet touch'd. 

* Cyrus, Vol. II. p. 30. 


After 
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After fome Converfation upon this parti- 
cular Contraft, the Marchione({s turn’d to 


the Abbat, and faid to him, M. ? Abbé, . 
declare your real Sentiments, and keep on - 


the Mask no longer, for you have now 
fhewn Complaifance enough to the Chevalier. 
Tell us frankly what you think of the Dif 
courfe upon Mythology, which is the Ground- 
Work of Mr. Ramfays Book. The Che- 
valier is too much a Gentleman to be of- 


fended with Freedom in his Company. The 


Chevalier bow’d his Head, and-the Abbat 
{poke as follows ; 


Undoubtedly, Madam, you have obferv’d 
that Mr. Ram/ay’s View in compofing his 
Book, was, in the firft Place, to thew 
‘ * that the Philofophers of all Ages, and 
¢ of all Countrics, had a Notion of a 
* Supreme Deity, di/tinét and different from 
‘ Matter.” But I can’t conceive how the 
Author came to advance this Paradox. With- 
out quoting Leucippus and Democritus, who 
affirm’d that every Thing was form’d by a 


fortuitous Concourfe of Atoms, deftitute of 


any Quality, has not he himfelf brought 


* Difcourfe of the Theology, p. 2. 
the 
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the Philofopher Anaximander upon the 
Stage, who, by his own:Confeflion, own’d 
no otlier Deity but infinite Matter without 
Intelligence 2: What Contradi&tion is this ! 


. In the fecond Place, the Author pretends 
to have found, in the Theology of all Na- 
tions, Traces of * the principal Doétrines 
of Reveatd Religion, with regard to the 
Three States of Nature. Thefe Difcoveries, 
according to him, were but cmperfett Traces, 
and chance Rays of the Tradition of the 
Hebrews t. Upon this, ’tis remarkable that 
thofe Rays proceeded from a very weak 
Light. \ For the Dotrine of the Three States, 
tho’ reveal’d in the Scriptures, was only 
known to a few of the fews, and God’s pe- 


culiar People in general had no very diftin& 
Ideas upon that: Head; § confequently the 
Pagans mutt have known much lefs of it. 
Moreover, what, for Inftance, has the Tra-' 
dition of the Hebrews in common with the 
Do&rine of the wicked Principle call’d Aré-’ 
manius, taught by Zoroaffer, in order to 


® Difcourfe of the Theology, P. 2. 

4 Cyrus, Vol. IL. p. 192. 

§ Manners of the Eparhien P. 235- Edit. z7or. Univerfat 
Hiftory, p. 321. 


give 
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give a grofs Explanation of the Canfe of 
Phyfical and Moral Evil? | 


Yet Zoroa/ter’s Do&trine, according to the 
Author, is a chance Ray fhot from the Tra- 
dition of the Hebrews. Really this is in- 
aneapttheit ible. 


In the third Place, I have obferv’d that 
the Author only takes the Do@trines of the 
antient Philofophers by Bits and Scraps, and 
that he makes it his Study to draw ferious 
Confequences from Poetical Images and Pla- 
tonick Profopopeias. 


Fourthly, all the Philofophical Part of Mr. 
Ramfay’s Work, forms a monftrous Medley 
of contradictory Ideas and Opinions that 
deftroy one another. 


In the fifth Place, the Quotations are 
often falfe, * and fometimes Mr. Ramfay 
takes 


* The Learned M. Caperonnier publickly affirms, that the Greek 
Paffagesare wrong quoted,for which we refer to him. Andasto the 
Latin Paffages, one cannot well be fare that Mr. Ramfay bas been 
exact. Of this the Reader may judge, by comparing two Places, 
which juft now occur. ‘The one ‘is in the 33d Page of the 
Theology of the Antients. *Tis a celebrated Paffage out of Lucan, 

G where 
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takes the Liberty of'tacking together. the 
feparate Phrafes of an Author +) im order 

tO thake his own’ Text ‘all of ’a-piece, and 

to accommodate it to his particular Views. 

‘In the fixth Place, what relates ta phe, Po. 

liticks of Athens and Lacedemon, is taken 

from M. de Tourreil's. Hiftorical, Preface. to 

his Tranflation of Demofthenes, of which 


where he puts Words into the Mouth of Cato.” That ‘ C 
Hero came far fhort of fuch pure Notions of. the Deity, as thofe 
which that Author afcribes to him : Of which we may judge by the 
Verfe that immediately follows the Quotation? | “fy Gy =f) >. 

Jupiter. eft quodcumque vides, quocumque moveris, __. 
Signifying that’ Fupirer fills all Places, the Farth, the Sea, the Air, 
the Heavens. | sodac. bea 

The other Paflage is at the 39th Page. Mr. Ra ay there quotes 
a Paffage from Cicero's Treatise of Old Age, to thew that the Soul as 
nota God, but an Eternal Being- ‘This is the Latin Text : Feasite 4 
Pythagoram - - - nunquam dubitaffe quin ex universd mente divind ; 
batos-animos haberemus. i.e. Theard that Pythagoras never fo: ' x 
asdoubted that, our Minds were fprung from the Univerfal Divine 
Mind. JZ. Dubois tranflates it thus, p. 105 of the Edition ih 12° in 
1708. “Do not we know that Pythagoras never .¢ ed that 
Souls were only Portions of that Univerfal Intelligence which we 
call God? He tells us, ina Note, that this Philofopher had not the 
firft Notion,of a Spiritual Subftance. ee re 

¢ Of thistheye’s a notable Inftance in Page 6s. where Mr. Ramfay ~ 
quotes a Paffage, which he fays he took from Cicero's, Treatif 
Confolation ;."Tis plain that Mr. Ramfay faves himfelf the Trouble 
of confulting Authorities: If he had read’ that! "Treatife, he 
would have found, by feveral Idioms, that. it was compofed by an 

Vol. X- Cie. Tealian, as is agreed by the Learned , the Expretfions of which Italian 

byVer burge that Author has fo hapyily blended, that tho’/the Paflage begins at 

in O&Aavo. pace 4:16, of .a, very. fmall. Edition in Oétavo, and concludes, at 
Page 4118. yet he has made but two fhort Pages of it. "He onght 
to have given Notice of the Liberty he took to make Quotations after 
bis own Fancy. . — 
Mr, 
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Mr- Ramfay fometimes, borrows the very, 


Expreflions. -As to the. Style, 1 fhould.never 
have done.-were I to reveal. all. his Thefts, 

’Tis not he that writes, but J4..de Fenelon, 
the Bifhop of Meaux, M. de Tourreil, &c. 

Never was fuch Patch-Work known.» can’t 
imagine how the Author‘could take a Plea: 
fare in the humble Task of tranfcribing and 
colle&ting fuch a Number of Phrafes out of 
different Authors. 


By what the Abbat faid aft, the Che- 
valice was, confirm’d in the Sufpicion he 
had before begun to entertain, that what he 
had declard in Favour of Cyrus at firft, was 
but a Series of Irony. He was then con- 
vined that the Abbat had but little Efteem 
for the Book, and that he defpis'd it even 
more than the Marchionefs did. Therefore 
finding his Caufe too weak, he gave over 

all Thoughts of difputing farther, and next 
- Day took his Leave, and haften’d back to 
Paris, in. Hopes of getting Solutions of all 
thofe Objections that had been made to 
him, being, moreover, determin’d to retain 


the fame Veneration as ever for Mr, Ram/fay's 


celebrated Performance. 


Gz Mz. 
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Travels of CyRUS, 
Vol. I. p. 157. 


T feldom rains in 
Egypt : Bur the 
Nile, which wa- 

ters it by its regular 


Overflowings,fupplies 


it with the Rains, and 
melredSnowsof other 
Countries. Aninfinite 
Number of Canals 
were cut crofs it, in 
order to multiply fo 
ufeful a River. The 
Nile carties Fruitful- 
nefs every where with 
its Waters, makes a 
Communication be- 
tween theCirties, joins 

the 


The Bifhop of Meaux’s 
Difeourfe upon Uni- 
ver{al Hiftory, p. 516. 


T feldom rainsin 
Egypt: But this 
River (the Nile) 
which waters the 
whole Country by its 
regular Overflowings, 
brings it the Rains 
and melted Snows of 
other Countries. To 
multiply fo ufeful a 
River, an injinite 
Number of Canals of 
an incredible Length 
and Breadth are cut 
crofs the Country. The 
Nile carries Fruitful- 
ne[s every where with 
G 3 its 
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the Great Sea with the ng 


Red Sea, and by, that 
Means maintains both 
Foreign and Domed: 
tick Commerce... 


Page 158. 

The Cities,. which 
had. been raifed by 
immenfe Labours, ap- 
pear'd like Iflands in 
the Midft of the Wa- 
ters, and. with Joy 
beheld all the Plains 
overflow’d and ferti- 
lizd by that bencfi- 
cent River. When it 
{well’d too much, 
great Bafons, made 
on. Purpofe, firetch’d 
their vaft Bofoms to 
receive thofe fruai- 
fying Waters, which 
were let. loofe, or 
Shut up by Sluices, 
as Occafion requir'd. 
Such was the Ufe of 
the Lake Meris, dug 
by onc of the antient 

~~ Kings 





tion between the Ci 
ties, foins the Gre 
Sea with theRed Sea, 
and maintains both 
Foreign and Domef- 
tick Commerce. | 
Ly RAR OP SHS eo 
Cities raifed by im- 
menfe Labours, and 
Standing up like lands 
in the Midft fh the. 
Waters, with’ Foy 
look’d down upon alt 
the Plains, overfowd 
and fertiigd by the 
Nile. When it [wells 
beyond Meafure, great 
Lakes, dug by the 
Kings, firetch'd their 
Bafons to receive the 
Inundation.  Thefe 
had their Outlets too 
for the Purpofe, by 
great Sluices, whith 
were open'd or fbut 
as Occajion requir'd, 
and the Waters were 
drawn off, after bav- 
ing lain upon the Soil 


fuf 
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Kings of Egypt,w hofe 
Name it bore. Its 
Circuit was 180 
Leagues. 

© Mr. Ramfay has 
€ been fo juft to his 
< Original, that, to his 
* Praife be it fpoken, 
< he has copied the Bi- 
« fhop of Meaux’s Er- 
¢ sor. Herodotus and 
< Strabo {ay, that the 
‘ LakeMerzswast $00 
¢ Furlongs, which in 
< the whole makes 75 
“Leagues, at the rate 
“of § Furlongs to the 
«Mile, and.3 Miles 
© to. the League.” 

PY 1S59% 

It was not a finglePa- 
Jace, but. twelve mag- 
nificent Palaces regu- 
larly difpos'd.. Three 
thoufand Chambers, 
which had. a Com- 
munication by Ter- 
rafles, -were ranged 
round. twelve, Halls, 
and whoever enterd 
“there withouta Guide, 

x ash could _ 


infe 1 eno, bh to 
it ne Si ‘was 
the Ufe of tha As 
Lake, called the 

of Myris, or Mektis, 
fromthe Name of the 
King who caufed it 
to be dug. “Tis a- 
ma zing to read what 
asneverthelefs certain, 
that its Circuit was 
about 180 French 
Leagues. 


Po eth 

Bat it was not fo 
much a fingle Palace, 
as twelve magnificent 
Palaces regularly dif- 
pofed, and communi- 
cating with one ano- 
ther. Fifteen hun 
dred Chambers, with 
Terraffes between 
them, were ranged 
round twelve Halls, 

G+ ~~ ane 
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could never find his 
Way out. There were 
as many Buildings un- 
der Ground, and thefe 
were allotted for the 
burial Places of their 
Kings. 


P. 161, ce. 

He found that the 
Exzyptian Priefts had 
compiled their Hifto- 
ry of an unbounded 
Succeflion of Ages. 
They took a Pleafure 
in lofing themfelves 
in that infinite Aby{s 
of Duration, when 
Ofiris govern’d Man- 
kind himfelf. 

Esto". 

In this Age liv’d 
the fecond Hermes, 
called Trifimegifius. 
He was the Reftorer 
of the antient Reli- 
gion. He colle&ed 
the Laws and Sci- 
ences of ‘the firft 
Merciry, in Forty- 

two 


and whoever went in 
to view them, could 
never find his Way 
out. There were as 
many Buildings under 
Ground, and thofe 
were allotted for the 
burial Places of their 
Kings. 
P. 516. 

The Priefts, who 
compiled the Hiftory 
of Egypt of that un- 
bounded Succeffion of 
Ages, delighted to 
lofe themfelves in 
that infinite Aby[s of 
Time, which feemd 
to bring them near to 
Eternity, 


P. §#5Ys P6iuiie 

The Inventors of 
Things ufeful,receiv'd 
in their Life-timeyand 
after Death, °Re- 
wards worthy of their 
Labours. This it was. 
that confecrated the 
Books of their two 
Mercuries, and made 

3 f them 
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two Volumes, which 
were call’d The Trea- 
fure of Remedies for 
the Soul, becaufe they 
cure the Mind of its 


Ignorance, the Source 


of all Evils. 


P. 168, 169. 
The Father of Se- 
foftris caufed all the 
Children who were 
born the fame. Day 
with his Son,. to be 
brought to Court, and 
educated with the 
fame ‘Care..as. the 
young Prince. Upon 
the Death of the King, 
Sefoftris levy'd a very 
formidable Army,and 


ap- 


them pafs for Divine 
Both 7 be firft_of 
all People that we 
read had Libraries, 
are the Egyptians, 
The very Titles made 
them curtous to peep 
in the Books, and dive 
into the Secrets of 
them : They were 
called The Treafure 
of Remedies for the 
Soul, which was 
thereby cur'd of Ig- 
norance, the moft 
dangerous of its E. 
vis, and the Source 
of all others. 
P.528,529, $30,531. 
The Father of Se- 
foftris form'd a De- 
fign to make his Son 
aConqueror. He fet 
about it, after the 
Manner of the Egyp- 
tians 5 that is to fay, 
with great Hopes. All 
theChildren who were 
born the fame Day 
with Seloftris were 
brought to Court a 
the 
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appointed. the young 
Men, who. had been 
educated with him, to 
be: ithe » Officers. to 
command it. ‘There 
were near Twoithou- 
fand of them: who 


' were able to infpire 


all the Troops with 
Courage, . Military 
Virtues, and Attach- 
ment to the Prince: 
— Sefofiris form’d 
a Defign of \con- 
quering the whole 
World, and pene- 
trated into the Lxvdies 
farther .than  cither 
Bacchus or Hercules. 
The Scythians fub- 
mitted to his Empire. 
Thrace and Afia Mi 
wor ‘are full of the 
Monuments. of | his 
Victories. Upon thefe 
Monuments are:to be 
feen the proud: In» 
feriptions of Sefoftris, 
King of Kings; and 
Lord of Lords. Hav- 
ing extended his Con- 

quefts 


the King's. Order, 
whom he caufed to 
be educated as his 
own Children, and 
with the fame Care 
as Sefoftris ;. with 
whom they. were 
brought up— At that 
Time his Father died, 
and left.bim im a Ca- 
pacity to undertake 
almoft any Thing. 
The Defign he formd 
was no le/s thanthat 
of the Conqueft of the 
World—— Mean time 
he raifed Troops, and 
appointed the louths 
whos his Father had 
caufed to be brought 
up with him, to be 
the commanding Of- 
ficers. There were 
Seventeen hundred of 
them, whowere able 
to infpire the whole 
Army with Courage, 
Difcipline, and Af- 
fettion to the Prince. 
He penetrated 
into the \ndies far- 

ther 
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to the Danube, 

id from the River 
Tanais to the Extre- 
mities of \Afia, he 
_ feturn’d, ‘after nine 
YearsAbfence, loaded 
with the Spoils of 


de from the Gan- 


all the conquer’d Na- fr 


tions; and drawn in 
a “Chariot © by » the 
Kings whom he had 
fabdu'd, ° 


ther than either Het- 
cules or Bacchus+>+—- 
The Scythians, even 
as foras the Tanais, 
fubmitted to. him: 
Herodotus faw Mo- 
numents of bis Vie- 
tories: in Afia Minor, 
om one Sea to: the 
other, with the proud 
Infcriptions. of Selo- 
firis ; King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, 
There Bere fome ace 
tually in Thrace, and 
he extended bis Em- 
pire from the Ganges 
to the Danube. He 
returned, after nine 
Tears, loaded. with 
the Spoils of all the 
conquer'd Nations - - 
Much more worthy 
of Glory if he had 
uot been [0 vain as 
to caufe his Chariot 
to be drawn by the 
Kings whom he had 


vanquife'd, 


Mt ats apy 169; 


soy 
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P. 169, 170. 

Under Any/fis ‘the 
Blind, Sabacon the 
/Ethiopian took Ad- 
vantage of their Dif- 
cords, and invaded 
Legypt. This religi- 
ous Prince re-efta- 
blifh’d the Power of 
the Priefts, reign’d 


fifty Years in a pro- 


found Peace, and then 
return’d into his own 
Country, to obey the 
Oracles of his Gods. 
The Kingdom, thus 
forfaken, fell into the 
Hands of Sethon, the 
High Prieft of Vulcan, 
who entirelydeftroy'd 
the Art of ‘War a- 


mong the Bg yptzans, 


and defpis‘d the Mis 
litary Men. From 
that Time Egypt was 
fupported only by 
Foreign Troops, and 
it fell by Degrees'into 
Anarchy.» Twelve 
Nomarchs, or Go- 
vernors, chofe by the 

People, 


P. 32, 5332. 
Under Anyfis the 
Blind, Sabacon ‘the 
Ethiopian svaded — 
the Kingdom. Never 
was any Moderation 
known like to his, for 
after a happy Reign 
of fifty Years, he re- 
turn'd into AEthiopia, 
to obey thofe Notices 
which he thought Di- 
vine. The Kingdom 
being thus forfaken, 
fell into the Hands 
of Sethon, the Prieft 


_of Vulcan, a religious 


Prince inhisWay but 
not a Man for War, 
and who quite ener- 
vated the Military 
Power ,byhis ill Treat- 
ment of the Soldiery. 
hrom thatTimeEgy pt 
was fipported only 
by Foreign Troops,and 
‘fell. into a Sort of 
Anarchy. - Twelve 
Kings were chofe by 
the People, who foara 
theGovernment of the 


K ing- 
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People, fhar'd the 
Kingdom between 
them. One of them, 
-nam’dP fammetichus, 
made himfelf Mafter 
of all the reft.. Egypt 
recover'd itfelf alittle, 
and continu’d pretty 
powerful for five or 
fix Reigns, till at 
Jength this. antient 
Kingdom became tri- 
butary to Nebuchado- 
nofor King of Baby- 
P.171,172,1735174. 
. The Kingdom was 
Hereditary; but the 
Kings were oblig’d to 
obferve the Laws 
with greater Exactnefs 
than others - - - The 
King rofe at the Break 
of Day, and then, 
when the Underftand- 
ing is cleareft, andthe 
Soul moft ference, an 
exaG and diftin& Idea 
was given him of all 
Matters. upon: which 
he was to decide that 
Day : 


Kingdom ~— between 
them. One of them, 
nam'd Pfammetichus, 
by the Help of Fo- 
reigners, made him- 
Self Mafter of all the 
others. Egypt. re- 
coverd itfelf, and 
pase re 

or five or fix Reigns. 
we length vbis ae 
tient Kingdom -- was 
weaken'd by the Kings 
of Babylon. | 


P.$10,$11.512,513. 
The Kingdom was 
Hereditary ; but the 
Kings were oblig’d to 
obferve the Laws 
with greater Exaét- 
nefs than others. As 
he rofe at Day Break, 
when the Underftand. 
ing is cleareft, and 
the Thoughts moft re- 
ju'd, they read their 
Letters, in order to 
have a more jut and 
true Idea of all Mat- 
ters which they were 
io 


Bit 
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Day: But before ‘he 
pronounced 
ment, he went to the 
Temple to. invoke 
the Gods, andto offer 
Sacrifice. Being there 
furrounded’ by all his 
Court, and the Vic- 
tims ftanding at the 
Altar, he afliftedsat: a 
Prayer full. of In- 
firuction, the Form 
of which was. as fol- 
lows: ‘ Great Ofiris, 
“Eye of the World, 
¢ and Light of Spirits! 
“ Grant to the Prince 
‘ yourImage,allRoyal 
¢ Virtues, that he may 
“ be religious towards 
¢ theGods,and benign 
“towards Men; mo- 
“-derate, juft, magna- 
“ nimous,gcenerous,an 
< Enemy of Falfhood, 
* MatterofhisPaflions 
* punifhing lefs than 
‘ the Crime deferves, 
‘and rewarding be- 
‘yond Merit.’ “After 

this 


Judg-, 


to decide: As foon' 
as they were dreffed, 
ve went : to the 
emple to facrifice. 
Being sai oy 
ed by the whole Courty 
and the  Vié#tims. 
Standing at the Altar, 
they. affifted. at a 
Prayer full of Ins 
Jiruttion, where the 
High Prieft pray'd to 
the Gods to grant the 
Prince all Royal Vir- 
tues, to thé End, 
that he might be rea 
ligious towards the 
Gods, benign towards: 
Men, moderate, jufty 
magnanimous, fincere, 
and averfe to Fal. 
foocd,. liberal, Ma- 
iter of his Paffions, 
punifoing lefs than 
the. Crime deferves, 
and rewarding be» 
yond Merit. ..Then 
the Fiigh Pricft {poke 
of the Faults which 
the Kings might com= 
ath; 
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this\ the High-Prieft 
reprefented to him the 
Faults he had com- 
mitted, againft the 
Laws:; but it was al- 
ways fupposd that he 
fell into them by Sur- 
prize, or thro’ Igno- 
rance; and the Mini- 
fiers who. had given 
him -evil Counfels, 
or had difguis’d the 
Truth, were loaded 
with -. Imprecations. 
Accordingly, moft of 
the antient Kings of 
Egypt were fo dear 
to their People, that 
each private Man be- 
waild their Death, 
like that of a Father. 
LP. 174,175: 

» Each Family tranf- 
mitted its Knowledge 
and Skill tothe Chil- 
dren of it. No Per- 
fon was allow’d to go 
out of his\ Rank, .or 
to forfake: his - here- 
ditary’ Employment. 
By this Means Arts 
were 


mit, but he always 
[uppofed, that heon- 


Minifters with lmpre- 
cations, who gave 
them evil. Counfels, 
or difguis'd the J ruth 


from: then —— The 


greater, Number._of 


the Kings were fo 
dear to aa People, 
that each private Man 
bewail'd their Death 
like that of their Pa« 


rents or Children. 


P. $06, $07.,, 

The Law affgn'd 
to. each bis Employ. 
ment, which was per- 
petuated from Father 
to. Son.. They conld 
NOt...» change their 
Profeffion... By this 
Means all Arts were 
brought to Perfection. 
P. 508, 
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were cultivated and 
brought to a great 
Perfection. 
POL 55176; LHF: 
Thirty Judges, drawn 
outof theprincipalCi- 
ties, compos’d the fu- 
preme Council which 
judg’d the Kingdom. 
The Prince aflign’d 
them Revenues fuffi- 
cient to free them 
from domeftick Cares, 
that they might give 
their whole Time... 
to the caufing of good 
Laws to be obferved. 
They had no further 
Profit of their La- 
bours, except the Glo- 
ry and Pleafure of 
ferving their Coun- 
try. To avoid Sur- 
prize in giving Judg- 
ment, the P/eaders 
were forbidden that 
delufive Eloquence 
which dazzles the 
Underftanding, and 
moves the Paflions. 
They expos the Mat- 
ters 


Se a 


P. 508, 509, and 513. 


Thirty Fudges were 


drawn out of the prin- 


cipal Cities, to com- 


pale nm Society which 
judgd the Kingdom 
i Pie Prince af- 
fiend them certain 
preines to the end, 
that being freed from 
3 domsfiithiionia ‘on 
might givetheirwhole 
time tocaufethe Laws 
to be obferved. They 
had no Profit from 
Tryals... To avoid 
Surprize, Caufes were 
manag’d by Writing 
in this Affembly : 
For they were a- 


fraid of that falfe 


Eloquence which daz. 


zles the Underftand- 
ing and moves the 
Paffions. The Truth 
could not be exposd 
too nakedly. The Pre- 
fident of the Senate 


wore 
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- tersofFa@t withaclear 


and nervous Brevity, 
ftzipt of the falfe Or- 
naments of Reafon- 
ing. The Prefident 
of the Senate wore 
a, Collar of Gold and 
precious. Stones, at 
which hung a fmall 
Figure without Eycs, 
call'd Truth. He ap- 
ply’d it to the Fore- 
head and Heart of 
him who was to gain 
-his Caufe; for that 
was the Manner of 
pronouncing Judg- 
ment.. There was in 
Egypt 4 fort of u- 
fice unknown to o- 
ther Nations. As foon 


as a Man had yielded 


his laft Breath, he 
was. brought into 
Judgment, and the 
publick Accufer was 
heard, - In cafe it ap- 
» pear’d that the Beha- 
viour of the Deceas'd 
had been contrary to 
the Laws, his Me- 

mory 


wore @ Collar of Gold 
and precious Stones, 
at which hung a 
fmall Figure without. 
Eyes, calld, Truth. 
When. he took it im 
his Hand, it was the 
Signal for beginning 
the Seffion.. He ap- 
plyd it to the Party 
who was to gain bis 
Caufe, and that was 
the Cufiom of pro- 
nouncing. Sentences... 
As foon as a Man 
was dead, he was 
brought into Fudg- 
mint. The publick 
Accufer was beard. 


If he proved that the 


Behaviour of tae De- 
ceafed had been bad, 
his Memory was tran- 
ded, and he was de- 
nyd Burial... And 
if ke was not cone 
vitied of any Crime, 
he was entombd ho- 
nourably, his Pane- 
Lyritk was mace, 
This Cuftom of trying 

H Kings 
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moty was branded, 
and he was réfus’d Bu- 
rial. If he was not 
accus'd of any Crime 
againft the Gods° or 
his Country, his Pa- 
neeyrick was. made, 
and he was entomb’d 
honourably. | 
PTH 

“This City (Thebes) 
whofe hundred Gates 
have been fung ‘by 
Flomer, might difpute 
with all ‘the Cities 
itt the Univerfe, for 
Magnificence, Extent, 
and Power: “Tis faid 
that it was able here- 


~ -tofore to march out 


of cach of its Gates 
ten thoufand Fight- 
ing Men. Doubtlefs, 
there is {omething of 
Poetical Fidtion © in 
this, -but- all ‘agree 
that its Inhabitants 
were exceedingly ‘nu- 
merous. | 


Kings Rap Death: 
was Fro facred tm the 
Efteem sree wh 
ple, that ‘they alw 

7 ns3d bed 


mii 2ew {isthorks 
2rfit vd Wofl-5 
i. 9d LT ynosp 
WF nine od 
P: MgO. L be 3 log 
Thebes might dip 
pute with the 
Cities in the Ui 
verfe. Its hundred 
Gates, fung by Ho- ) 
mer, are known to 


all the World; It 
was as populous ast 
was large, and tis 
faid, that it was able 
to march out of each 
of its Gates ten thou- 
fand Fighting Men 
at a Time. Admit- 
ting this Number be 
ever fo much exagge- 
rated, all‘agree that 
ats Inhabitants were 
innumerable, 4 


2D 


ius 422 


sii sg7 
obhVOol Ih. P. 176. » 
_oo The, Confticution 
of the World, which 
had been chang’d-by 
the Fall, was impair'd 
a-new by this Inun- 
dation. The Juices of 
the Earth were im- 
poverifh’d and {poil’d. 
“Fhe Herbs and Fruits 
chad. no longer the 
fame . Virtue. . The 
Air, loaded with an 
exceflive ..Moifture , 
ftrengthen’d the Prin- 
ciples of Corruption, 
vand the Life of Man 
was fhorten‘d. 


wWol HP. 22; 23. 
oelif-we can love no- 
thing, bat with Re- 
ference tocurfelves, 
each Member of So- 
ciety will come. by 
Degrees, to. confider 
himfelf, as an inde- 
pendent Being, made 
for himfelf. There 
will 


-_ 
: 
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Hf Boh Gs. 4996 bo 
o By that prodigious 
Mafiof Waters, and 
by thelong Stay which 
they made upon the 
Earth, the Fuices 
whith it contain'd 
were {poild. The Air, 
loaded with exceffive 
Moifture. firengthen- 


ed the Principles of 


Corruption ; and the 
Sirf Conftitutionof the 
World being impair d, 
the Life of Man, 
which reach'd to near 
@ thoufand Tears,was 
foorten'd by Degrees. 
Lhe Herbs and Fruits 
had no longer the fame 
Virtue. 

M. Fenclon’s: Lifs, 
the Hague E-dition in 
1723. (Difcourfe up- 
on Pure Love, P. 8.) 
Pure. Love not. only 
in{pires us. with fub- 
lime and noble. Senti- 
ments for God, but is 
alfo the Source of all 

jie Sentiments that 
Hz are 
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will be no’ Reafon’ 
to facrifice private In- 
tereft to publickGood. 
Noble Sentiments and 


heroick Virtues: will 


be deftroy’d, 


P24: 

Pleafure — is the 
only moving Spring 
of Man’s Heart. 

Psa: 

We always love 
with Pleafure --- but 
we do not always 
love’ for the Sake of 
Pleafure. © We may 
love Juftice for- the 
Good it procures us, 
and we may alfo loye 
ir for itfelf. 


Fé3 5 


bis 
Principle Men confider 
their saliviow 
as independent Bemgs\\ 
npr Be : 
—~ All Men 4VCasc ; 
the Childrem ofionens — 
common Father; \whas 
requires (that . >\wer) 
foould prefer the Gee! 
neral Good» of hiss 
Family to our parti 
cular Interéefi.. 
PS.2 5.418% al 
Pleafireis shecema 
ly moving Springof. 
Man's Hearth... § i190 
P. 3G6;:20 doin 
One may love with, 
Pleafure wit bout lov=\c 
ing for the: Sake» of 
Pleafiwe. And for this 
Reafon there are two 
Sorts of Pleafitres "| 
The fift is a Pleas: 
[ure which relates 
to ourfelves += There. 


are human. Upon t 


“is another: Pleafures ~ 


whith we derive ta 


the ObjeE belov'd... 
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aay Rar S30 


Sucho.is: Vther fad q 


Condition:of shuman 
Things. ‘The, Defire 
of. eunbounded,, Au- 


thority.» in«\ Princes,. 
and:«the. Love sek In- , 
dependence» in)the. 


People, \.expofe. all 


Kingdoms to. inevi- | 


table Revolutions. , 


Lbid. 

In all Countries 
fivevor fix bold; * art- 
ful;,cloquent Men, ge- 
nerally lead the Mo- 
narch or the Senate 
which © Way. they 
pleafe. All forts of 
Goverments are good, 
when they: who go- 
vern’) feck. only. the 
Publick Welfare, but 
they ‘will always be 
defeGive, becaufe the 
Governors, being but 
Men,:are imperfect. 


, M, atenelong Life; 
P, I5 S37 SE. 
Heb fad. is. the... 


Condition, of Human. 
Nature! Sovereigns... 
jealous . of 


who are 
their Authority, al. 
ways aim to extend 


it. And People, who 


are fond af Liberty, 
think they never have 
enough. 
P. 183. and 186. 
All forts of Go- 
vernment. muft needs 


be defective, becaufe. 
they, with whom the 


Sovereign Authority 
ts lodg’d, are but Men, 


And all forts of Go-., 
vernment are good, . 


when. they who. gor 


vern make the Publick, 
Welfare. their Grand 


Rule »—~, Two; or 
three Men generally 
lead the Monarch or 
the Senate as they 


pleafe. 


* The firft Period here is omitted in Mr. Ramjay’s Englifb, tho’ 


he has inferted it in the French, 


Ps $7. 
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Fathi, ty | A i me 
Ihave found Geni- The Bifhop of Meaux 
us’s capable of reach- bad a Genius capable 
ing toallHeights,and of going. to the, Bots 
of going ‘to the Bot- tom of all, Things, 
tom of every thing. . and. of reaching ota 
all nero iba sitol 
BID 
Thefe Imitations are a fufficient Proof et 
Mr. Ramfay’s Genius. Were we to have 
added the Thoughts, Paragraphs, and Argu- 
ments which he has ftole from Cudworth 
and Stanley, from the Archbifhop of Cams 
bray and M. de Teurretl, it would: have 
fwell’d this to the fame Bulk’ as his Book. 
For this Reafon alfo, we have omitted to 
draw.a Parallel between the Fable of the 
fecond Hermes and that in the Life of Haz 
‘Ebn-Yodkan, tranflated into Englifp from 
the Arabick, and printed in 8vo, in 1708, 
The Reader may be aflur'd, and Mr.-Ram- 


fay bimfelf will not prefume to deny, ‘that 


he has copy’d that Fable, 


ES dust oh 080 
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BOOKS lately Printed for Joun 

Pew BERTON, at the Golden Buck 
gainft St. Dunftan’s Church in 
_yPleetftreet: 


IY HE Adventures of Zefemachus the Sor 
SUR of Ulyffes, in Twenty-four Books, By 
the Archbifhop: of Cambray.'\ Done from: the 
laft Edition printed at Paris, from the Author’s 
Original Manufcript. With a Difcourfe of 
Epick Poetry, fhewing the Excellency of this 
Bocet of Zelemachus in particular. By Mr.Ozeli. 
The Third Edition, with Cuts. To which are 
added the Adventures of 4rifonous. In ’'Two 
Volumes... Price 6s. 

Il. The Works of Monfieur De Jz Bruyere. 
In ‘Fwo Volumes. Containing, 1. The Morat 
Characters of Theopbrafus. 2. The Cha- 
racters, or the Manners of the prefent Age. 
3. M. Bruyere’s Speech upon his Admiffion into 
the French Academy. 4. An Account of the 
Life and Writings of M. Bruyere, by Monfieur 
Cofte. The Sixth Edition, revifed by the Paris 
Edition. With an Original Chapter of the Man- 
ner of living with Great Men. Written after 
the Method of M. Brayere. By N. Rowe, Efq3 
Price'$ s. | 
. III. The Works of the celebrated Monfieur 
Voiture, containing, 1. His Letters and Cha- 
racters of the moft Eminent Perfonages in the 
Court of France. Illuftrated with Explanatory 
Notes, by Monfieur Richelet. 2. His Meta- 
morphofes. 3. Alcidalis and Zelida ; or the 
undaunted Lady, a Romance ; compofed 
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the Entertainment of Madamoifelle e Ram 
bouiliet. Done from the Paris Edi by 
Mr. Ozeil. 'To which is prefix’d, chierather’ 
Life, and a Charaéter of his. Writi s, by 
Mr. Pope. In Two Volumes. | The’ 
Edition. Price 6s, 

IV. The Agyptian and Ceooinas Hiftory of 
Herodotus, Cait "d by Cicero) the Father of 
Hiftory, and Prince of Hiftorians, _ Containing, 
chiefly the Wars between the Grecians, Lydiaus, 
Perfiaus, Phanicians, and Barbarians. With 
an Account of the various Religions and ftra 
Cuftoms peculiar to thofe People.. Tranflated 
from the Greek, by I/aac. Littlebury, Gent. To 
which is prefix’ d, An Effay upon the Ufefulnefs 
of Hiftory. In Two Volumes. The. Third - 
Edition. Price 10 s.. - 

V. The Works of Pilato abridg’d ; with an. 
Account of his Life, Philofophy, Morals, and 
Politicks. ‘Together with a Tranflation of his 
choiceft Dialogues, viz. 1. Of Human Nature. 
2. Of Prayer. 3. Of Wifdom. 4. Of Holinefs. 
5. What one ought to do. - 6. Immortality of 
the Soul. 4. Of Valour. 8. Of Philofophy. 
In Two Volumes, illuftrated with Notes, by 
M. Dacier. 'Tranflated from the French by 
feveral Hands. The Second Edition corrected, 
Price $. ) 
VI. The Hiftory of the Revolution in 
Sweden, occafion’d by the Change of Religion, 
and Alteration of the Government, in that 
Kingdom... Written originally in French by the 
Abbot De Vertot: Printed at Paris, and done 
into Exglifh by 7. Mitchel/, M. D. "The Fifth | 
Edition. Pricegs. . 





é Q 








PQ Whatley, Stephen 

2023 4 criticism upon Mr. 
R4V628 Ramsay's Travels of Cyrus 
1729 


PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE 
CARDS OR SLIPS FROM THIS POCKET 





UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO LIBRARY 






































Ses AoW ae! es 
hg os ae" Lear By cs 
idan ear nett a 
vai Fat 




















sere > i . oa “= “s rE a 
weer 5 : § 3 ead “ oe 
Saher nhe ori Pa ie ian 4, 7 ’ a 


hiv poet Ae 
eM a Be ated Ae eee as 








arahe J 
it A Sat A ah 























As take teens ee 





